
(No Model.) 
I, LABELLE. 

HORSE CHECKING DEVICE, 

?itovaciju 

Patented Sept. 27, 1892. 

  

  



IO 

2 ? 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

| ISRAÉL LABELLE, OF HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS. 

H O R S E C H ECK N G D EV CE. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 483,806, dated September 27, 1892. 
Applio.ation filed April 2, 1892, Serial No. 427,478, (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ISRAišL LABELLE, of 

Holyoke, in the county of Hampden and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Checking and Un 
checking Devices for Harness, of which the 
following is a specification, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, forming 
part thereof. 

It is the object of my invention to provide 
a simple and inexpensive means whereby the 
checkrein of a harness can be quickly oper 
ated from the vehicle to which a horse is 
hitched to both check and uncheck the horse, thereby renderingitunnecessary for the driver 
to leave his seat for such purpose. 
A further object is to provide means where 

by the checking action will be performed au 
tomatically as soon as the horse raises its 
head after being unchecked. 
To these ends my invention consists in the 

checking and unchecking device constructed 
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and operating as hereinafter fully described, 
and particularly pointed out in the claims. 

Referring to the drawings, in which like 
letters designate like parts in the several fig 
lures, Figure 1 is a side view of the saddle and 
back-strap of a harness having applied there 
to a checking and unchecking device embody 
ing my invention. Fig. 2 is a plan view there 
of. Fig. 3 is a vertical section taken upon 
line a 3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a plan view of 
the parts which make up the new device re 
moved from the saddle. Fig. 5 shows the out 
line of a horse and so much of the complete 
harness as is necessary for a clear understand 
ing of the invention. Fig.6 shows a slightly. 
modified form of the device. 
The letter a designates the saddle, b the 

back-strap, and c the hip-straps, of a harness, 
said back-strap being secured at its front end 
to said saddle by being passed through a loop 
a' on the latter, as usual. 
The letter d designates the checkrein. 
The saddle a, which will preferably be made 

from cast metal, is provided with a passage 
extending from front to rear thereof near its 
upper side, through which passes a strap e, 
provided with a series of holese', in such 
manner as to be capable of free longitudinal 
movement through the saddle. The frontend 
of said strap eis connected by a buckle, snap 

movement of the former. 

hook, or other suitable device to the end of 
the checkreind, while to its rear end is suit 
ably secured an elastic extension f, preferably 
composed of rubber webbing. To the rear of 
the saddle the strape and its extension fare 
superposed upon the back-strap b, passing 
through a loop b' on the latter, and the rear 
end of said extension f is secured to the back 
strap by sewing or otherwise at or near the 
point where the latter joins the hip-straps c. 
I prefer to make the strape and its extension 
f of such relative lengths that the point of 
juncture between them will normally lie sub 
stantially midway between the ends of the 
back-strapb, at or near which point the loopb' 
is located, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. A for 
wardly-projecting hook e' is secured to the 
strape, which hook normally rests against the 
front edge of the loop t' and is free to move 
with the strap toward the saddle a. A de 
tent g is suitably guided for vertical move 
ment in a socket in the lower portion of s?d 
dle a, the lower part of Said detent and its 
socket being made of rectangular or otheran 
gular form in cross-section to prevent rotary 

The upper end of 
said detent normally projects within the pas 
sage which receives the strap e, in which po 
sition it is adapted to enter one of the holes 
in said strap, and its said upper end is so bev 
eled upon its front side, as shown in Fig. 3, 
that the strap e is always free to move rear 
wardly while being held securely against for 
ward movement so long as the detent enters 
one of the holes therein. The detent is nor 
mally retained in its highest position by 
spring-pressure, and, as herein shown, such 
pressure is secured by a flat springh, riveted 
or otherwise secured to the under side of the 
saddle, in front of the detent, and having its 
rear end bearing against the under side of 
the latter; but it will be obvious that other 
forms of springs can be utilized for the pur 
pose. A vertically-rocking lever kis pivoted 
between its ends within a recess a” in the sad 
dle, the front end of which makes contact 
with the detent, as shown in Fig. 3, and at 
the rear end of which is located an eye, in 
which is secured the front end of a cord in, 
said cord passing thence over a grooved pull 
ley m, journaled upon the Saddle, and from 
thence rearwardly through a guide-eye on the 
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loop b' and through a loop m” on the back 
strap b at the rear end of the latter, where it 
terminates in a forwardly-projecting hook in', 
said cord lying beside the strape and its ex 
tension f, as shown in Fig. 2. The recess Ol' 
in the saddle is disposed at the proper angle 
to permit the front end of said lever k to make 
contact with the detent in the plane of the 
transverse center of strape, while its outer 
end projects slightly beyond the plane of the 
side of said strap, as represented by broken 
lines in Fig. 2. 
To uncheck the horse, it is necessary sim 

ply to exert a slight pull upon the cord m, 
thereby rocking lever k and depressing the 
detent so that it is disengaged from strap e. 
The horse is then free to lower his head to 
drink or for any purpose, the elastic exten 
Sion f of strape permitting the latter to move 
forwardly until the hook emakes contact 
With the rear side of the saddle. As soon as 
the horse raises his head again said elastic 
extension f draws strap e rearwardly to its 
former position and the detent immediately 
enters the hole in said strap adjacent to 
it, thereby Securely holding said strap against 
forward movement until again depressed by 
pulling the cord in. The checking action is 
thus performed automatically, and the move 
ment to cord in to uncheck the horse can be 
readily accomplished by the driver of the ve 
hicle by reaching forward and grasping the 
hook in with his hand or by providing the 
whip with a suitable loop to be engaged with 
said hook, either of which actions can be per 
formed without leaving the vehicle and with 
out surrender of the control of the horse by 
means of the reins. A very common source 
of accident to driving-parties is thus entirely 
avoided. The hook eaffords means for posi 
tively pulling the strap e rearwardly by 
means of the Whip or otherwise should the 
elastic extension f for any reason fail to prop 
erly perform its work. 

In Fig. 6 I have shown a slightly-modified 
form of the invention, in which the detent O 
is pivotally supported upon the saddle below 
the passage p, which receives strape, and is 
adapted to be moved from the position shown 
by full lines, in which it extends across said 
passage, to the position shown by broken 
lines, in which it clears the passage. Said de 
tent is normally retained in the former of said 
positions by a curved springs, secured at one 
end to the saddle and bearing at its opposite 
end against the rear side of the detent, and a 
flexible wire t, connected at one end to the 
detent and paSSing through a loop v and hav 
ing at its rear end an eye to which the front 
end of the cord in is connected, enables the 
detent to be readily thrown to its opposite 
position to release the strap e in the same 
manner as the form first described. The de 
tent O is of such length that in its normal posi 
tion it extends entirely across the passage p, 
and its free end enters a notch or recess p' in 
the upper Wall of said passage, thereby ma 
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terially increasing its power of resisting a for 
ward strain on strape. Because of such 
greater resisting strength and because it en 
ables me to avoid the use of the extra lever 
As I prefer to use the form of detent last de 
scribed, although either form operates very 
successfully to secure the desired result. 

It will be obvious that the elastic extension 
f of strap e can be composed of a coil-spring, 
if desired, and that it can be omitted alto 
gether and reliance placed upon a positive 
pulling movement upon said strap to check 
the horse within the spirit of my invention. 
The many advantages of the means herein 

described for checking and unchecking the 
horse without leaving the vehicle are obvious 
and need not be specifically recited herein. 
It should be stated, however, that the par 
ticular means devised by me for the purpose 
are not only simple and inexpensive in their 
nature, but are so arranged that they do not 
detract from the appearance of the harneSS 
in the least. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In a checking and unchecking device for 
harness, the combination, with a saddle haY 
ing extending therethrough from front to rear 
a passage to receive a strap, of a strap adapt 
ed for longitudinal movement through said 
passage, said strap having at its front end 
means for detachably securing it to the check 
rein and having its rear portion Superposed 
and guided for longitudinal movement upon 
the back-strap of the harness, a spring-actu 
ated detent movably supported upon the Sad 
dle beneath said passage and adapted in its 
normal position to engage said strap and se 
curely hold it against forward movement, and 
a cord or similar device extending along and 
guided by the back-strap to the rear end of 
the latter and having its front end opera 
tively connected with said detent, whereby 
by pulling said cord the detent will be oper 
ated to release said strap, arranged and Op 
erating substantially as set forth. 

2. In a checking and unchecking device for 
harness, the combination, with the saddle, of 
a strap passing loosely therethrough, Said 
strap being adapted at its front end to be 
connected to the checkrein and having its 
rear end connected to the back-strap of the 
harness near the rear end of the latter by an 
elastic extension of the former, adapted to 
automatically check the horse, a Spring-actu 
ated detent on the saddle, adapted to engage 
said strap and hold it against forward move 
ment, and means, substantially as described, 
for retracting said detent from the rear end 
of the harness to cause it to release said strap, 
substantially as set forth, 

3. The combination, with the saddle C, hav 
ing a passage p extending therethrough, of 
the strape, passing through said passage, said 
strap having its rear end secured to the back 
strap b, its front end adapted to be connected 
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to the checkrein and being elastic at some 
point in its length, whereby it is adapted to 
automatically check the horse, a spring-actu 
ated detent movably supported upon the sad 
dle and adapted to engage said strape and 
hold it from movement in a forward direc 
tion, and cord m, operatively connected with 
said detent at its front end and having its 
rear portion suitably guided upon said back 
Strap, substantially as set forth. 

4. The combination, with saddle a, provided 
With passage p, of detent O, pivotally support 
ed upon the saddle adjacent to said passage 

and adapted to projectinto the latterinits nor 
mal position, springs forretainingsaiddetent 15 
in its normal position, and flexible metallic 
connection t, secured at its front end to said 
detent and having its rear end projecting be 
yond the rear side of the saddle and having 
cordim connected to said rear end thereof, sub- 20 
stantially as and for the purpose described. 

TSIRAEL LABELLE. 
Witnesses: 

W. H. CHAPMAN, 
J. E. CHAPMAN, 


