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To all, whom, it 77 aly concern : 
Be it known that I, WILLARD D. DoREMUs, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, have 

5 invented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Mail-Bag Fasteners and Tag-Holders, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had therein to the accompanying 
drawings. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

mail-bag fasteners and tag or label holders. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

device for securing the mouths of mail-bags 
in a closed position, and at the same time pro 

I5 vide means for holding the tag or label; and 
to this end my invention consists of a plate 
having in its upper surface a recess for re 
ceiving the tag or label, while the under side 
of said plate is provided with lugs, through 

2O which the fastening cord or rope passes, and 
also with lugs to which eccentric levers are 
pivoted, for holding the cord or rope against 
the under side of the plate, the levers being 
joined at their outer ends by a cross-bar, 

25 which closes the open end of the tag-receiv 
ing recess when said levers are depressed to 
clamp the rope, and thus prevent the tag or 
label from dropping out of its place in the 
plate. 

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a top 
or plan view of my device. Fig. 2 is a longi 
tudinal sectional view on the line at a of Fig. 
1. Fig. 3 is a side elevation with the clamp 
ing-levers raised. Fig. 4 is an end view. 
A is a plate, of metal or other suitable ma 

terial, the upper surface of which is provided 
with a dovetailed cavity, D, for receiving and 
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cient. The plate A is also provided with a 5o 
lug or projection, G, on its under side, to 
which are pivoted the eccentric levers H-one 
on each side of the plate-said levers being 
provided with eccentric offsets or cavities, 
which admit of the rope or cord being passed 
between them and the under surface of the 
plate when the levers are in a raised or ele 
vated position. (Shown in Fig. 3.) The outer 
ends of the levers H are connected by a suit 
able cross-bar, I, which, when the levers are 
depressed to hold the rope or cord, closes the 
open end of the dovetailed cavity B and pre 
vents the tag or label from dropping out. 

Instead of having a separate cross-bar to 
connect the ends of the levers H, the levers, 
with the cross-bar, may be made in one piece, 
as shown. d are the eccentric or cam-like. 
projections formed on the inside of the levers 
H, and are serrated, as shown, to prevent the 
rope from slipping. 7o 
Alug may be formed on the end of the plate 

A, to prevent the cross-bar Ifrom being pressed 
down too far, so as to uncover the open end of 
the dovetailed cavity and allow the tag to drop 
out; or a spring-catch may be used to hold the 75 
cross-bar and levers in position. 
The operation of my device is as follows: 

The outer ends of the levers H being raised, 
as shown in Fig. 3, both ends of the cord or 
rope are passed through the openings ( in the 
lug D, and over the cams or eccentrics d on 
the levers H, so as to form a loop or noose, F, 
in which the mouth of the sack is placed. 
The operator then places the proper label or 
tag into the dovetailed cavity B, and pulls on 
the free ends of the rope until the mouth of the 

55 

85 

holding a tag or label, C, on which the name bag is drawn up tight against the lug or pro 
of the city, town, or other point of destination 

4O of the sack or pouch is printed. The under 
side of the plate is provided with a projecting 
lug, D, provided with an aperture or aper 
tures, through which the cord or rope is 
passed, as shown, so as to form a loop or noose, 

45 F, which surrounds or embraces the gathered 
end of the sack. The plate A may be pro 
vided with projections D at each end, with 
apertures for holding the rope or cord; but 
for ordinary purposes one will be found suffi 

jection D. The operator, with his other hand, 
now forces the ends of the levers down until 
the cross-bar passes down close over the end 
of the plate and holds the tag or label Se 
curely in the cavity in the top of the plate A, 
while at the same time the eccentrics or cams 
d are brought in contact with the rope E, 
clamping said rope or cord against the under 
side of the plate A, which may also be rough 
ened or serrated to hold the rope more Se 
curely. 
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By this construction it will be noticed that 
I produce a simple, cheap, and efficient fast 
ener for the mouths of mail-bags, and at the 
same time provide means for holding and car 

5 rying the label or tag. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
S 

1. In a combined mail-bag fastener and tag 
or label holder, a plate provided with a dove 
tailed recess to receive the tag or label, and 
two levers provided with eccentrics or cams 
pivoted thereto, and adapted to clamp the rope 
or cord, the outer ends of the levers being 
connected by a cross-bar, which, when the de 
vice is in use, closes the end of the tag hold 

IO 

ing recess to hold the tag or label in its proper 
place, as set forth. 

2. In a mail-bag fastener, a plate having a 
tag-holding recess, and perforated lugs for the 20 
passage therethrough of cords or ropes, and 
having pivoted thereto eccentric levers, over 
which the cord or rope passes, and adapted 
to hold said rope in contact with the plate, as 
Set forth. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
WILLARD ID. DOREMUS. 
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Witnesses: 
M. C. HoOKER, 
CHAS. E. DIEMAR. 

  


