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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

EDWARD C. THURNAU, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

S-Off a CAS E. 

SECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 713,534, dated November 11, 1902. 
Application filed May 26, 1902, Serial No. 109,046. (No model.) 

To c.77 t li; OT, if 1) City conce772. 
Be it known that I, EDWARD C. THURNAU, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of illi 
Inois, have invented certain new and useful 
improvements in Show-Cases; and I do hereby 
declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to a novel construc 

tion in an extensible show-case, the object 
being to provide a device of this character 
which can be readily built up and added to 
at any time in a very simple manner; and 
it consists in the features of construction and 
combinations of parts hereinafter fully de 
scribed and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating 
my invention, Figure 1 is a perspective view 
of a show-case constructed in accordance with 
my invention, the ornamental molding around 
the base being removed. Fig. 2 is a plan sec 
tion of same on the line 22 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 
is a vertical transverse section of same on the 
line 33 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a fragmentary de 
tail section, on an enlarged scale, on the line 
4 4 of Fig. 2. Fig. 5 is a similar section on 
the line 5 5 of Fig. 2, showing the manner of 
building one section of show-case above an 
other. 
My device is similar in a certain respect to 

the sectional bookcases now so generally used, 
which are built up of so-called “units’ to any 
desired height or width. To adapt this scheme 
to show-cases obviously offers many difficult 
problems not presented by the bookcases. 
My device consists of a base A, to the four 

corners of which posts B are secured, each 
consisting of a square tube. Each of the posts 
B on the forward corners of the base is pro 
vided in one face with a longitudinal slot C, 
adapted to receive the ends of the glass D, 
forming the front wall of the case. Said base 
A is provided at its ends with recesses adapt 
ed to receive additional tubes Band B', which 
are secured together and to said posts B and 
the base A, said tubes B' being provided in 
one wall with longitudinal slots adapted to 
receive the panes D', forming the side walls 
of the case. The said glass walls Dare mount 

ed in metallic frames E, the said frames be 
ing enlarged and of tubular form at the short 
edges of the panes, so as to closely fit within 
the tubes B and prevent rattling. The adja 
cent inner faces of the rear posts B are pro 
vided with short Fecesses at their upper ends 
to receive lugs F on the ends of a bar G, to 
which the door His hinged. The framing of 
the pane D, forming the front wall of the case, 
is provided along the upper edge of said pane 
with an inwardly-projecting flange I, adapted 
to support the forward edge of the pane J, 
forming the top of the case, or a shelf within 
the case, if the latter is extended upwardly, 
the rear edge of said pane J being supported 
upon a similar flange secured to the bar G. 
The said corner-posts B are secured in the 
base in any suitable manner to maintain their 
rigidity, and the portions B and B' are so set 
into said base that they project beyond the 
latter a distance equal to one-half the diame 
ter of one of the tubes. 

I will hereinafter term the base A and the 
above - described parts mounted thereon a 
unit.’ 
Where a single “unit’ is used, strips K 

and L, of molding, are secured to the front 
and side edges of the base A, such strips 
serving to give same a finished appearance in 
an obvious manner. 
Should it be desired to extend the show 

case lengthwise, the strips of molding L are 
removed and an additional base set end to 
end with the base of the first unit and corre 
sponding in every way there with. The posts 
B of the latter base are secured to the posts 
B' in any convenient manner-as, for instance, 
by means of buttons M on the posts B enter 
ing keyhole-slots N in the adjacent faces of 
the posts B. Any number of units may thus 
be united to form a show-case of any desired 
length, and such units may be built up to any 
desired height in the following manner: 

- Each of the posts B forms a socket to re 
ceive the square shank O of an extension 
member P, the latter carrying a member Q, 
adapted to form an extension of the tube B' 
of each corner-post. Members forming ex 
tensions of the posts B may be secured to the 
member P in any suitable manner. By the 
insertion of additional panes in the extension 
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members and the addition of the doors the 
show-case can obviously be enlarged to any 
desired height. 
To give the case a more finished appear 

ance, corner-plates R., having shanks S, are 
mounted in the upper ends of the posts B or 
the extensions thereof. 

I have avoided specific description and illus 
tration of minor details of construction-such 
as particular means for securing the posts B, 
B', and B' in the bases A and firmly securing 
the Shanks O in the posts B", &c.-as such 
details are of minor importance and may be 
changed and varied without departing from 
the spirit of my invention. 
The metal framing of the glass makes the 

latter act to firmly brace the corner-posts in 
an obvious manner. m 

I have shown and prefer to use a base hav 
ing an inclined upper face and to lay the tops 
parallel there with, for the reason that if the 
case is built up to any considerable height it 
will bring more of the contents into view than 
if the base and shelves were perfectly hori 
Zontal. 

I claim as my invention 
l. A show - case comprising a base, posts 

mounted thereon, longitudinal recesses in said 
posts, adapted to receive the glass walls, me 
tallic-framed glass adapted to be mounted in 
said posts, and devices on the framing of said 
glass adapted to support the top of the case. 

2. The combination with a base provided 
with corner - posts having longitudinal re 
cesses, of metallic-framed glass walls adapted 
to enter said recesses, a bar spanning two of 
Said posts, a door hinged to said bar, and pro 
jections on the framing of the glass and on 
said bar adapted to support a glass top. 

3. An extensible show-case comprising a 
base, corner-posts on said base each consist 
ing of a plurality of tubes set side by side, 
longitudinal slots in some of said tubes adapt 
ed to receive the glass walls of the case 
and a support for a swinging door, devices on 
said glass walls and said support for support 
ing the glass top, similar corner-posts pro 
vided with shanks adapted to fit telescopic 
ally within one of the tubes comprising each 
of the first-named corner-posts adapted to be 
mounted in the latter and receive a second 
set of glass walls and a support for a swing 
ing door, said second set of glass walls and 
support being similarly provided with devices 
for supporting a glass top. 

4. An extensible show-case comprising a 
plurality of bases adapted to be set end to 
end and each provided with tubular corner 
posts, a longitudinal slot in each of the for 
ward corner - posts adapted to receive the 
panes forming the front wall of the case, a re 
cess in each of the rear corner-posts adapted 
to receive a support for the swinging door, a 
tubular member adapted to be secured to the 
outermost corner-posts of the end bases of a 
row, and interposed between adjacent corner 
posts of adjacent members, a longitudinal 
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slot in each of the last-named members adapt 
ed to receive the end and dividing Walls of 
the case, and devices on said walls of said 
case and on said supports for the swinging 
doors for supporting panes forming the glass 
top of the case. 

5. An extensible show-case comprising a 
plurality of bases adapted to be set end to 
end and each provided with tubular corner 
posts, a longitudinal slot in each of the for 
ward corner-posts adapted to receive the 
panes forming the front wall of the case, a 
recess in each of the rear corner-posts adapt 
ed to receive a support for the swinging door, 
a tubular member adapted to be secured to 
the outermost corner-posts of the end bases 
of a row, and interposed between adjacent 
corner-posts of adjacent members, a longitu 
dinal slot in each of the last-named membel's 
adapted to receive the end and dividing Walls 
of the case, devices on said walls of said case 
and on said supports for the swinging doors 
for supporting panes forming the top of the 
case, and means for building up Said case 
comprising corner-post members correspond 
ing in shape and construction with said cor 
ner-posts and the tubular members secured 
thereto and provided with shanks adapted to 
enter the latter to support said last-named 
members thereon, said last-named corner 
post members being adapted to receive addi 
tional sets of panes, &c., to build up said 
case, substantially as described. 

6. In a show-case, the combination with a 
base having tubular corner-posts provided 
with longitudinal slots, of metallic-framed 
glass adapted to enter said slots, the framing 
of said glass at the ends thereof being enlarged 
to snugly fit said tubular posts, whereby said 
glass is held against longitudinal movement. 

7. In a show-case, the combination with a 
base provided with rigid tubular corner-posts 
having longitudinal recesses for the reception 
of glass walls, and recesses in the ends of said 
base adjacent said corner-posts, of double tu 
bular members removably secured to and 
adapted to form a part of said corner-posts 
and lying partially within said recesses, lon 
gitudinal slots in one portion of each of Said 
members adapted to receive glass walls, and 
molding-strips removably secured to the ends 
of said base and provided with recesses adapt 
ed to receive the projecting portions of said 
removable portions of said corner-posts. 

8. In an extensible show-case, the combina 
tion with a plurality of bases, each provided 
with corner-posts and recesses in the ends of 
said bases adjacent said corner-posts, of de 
vices adapted to receive the end and parti 
tion walls of the show-case adapted to be re 
movably secured to the corner-posts of each 
of said bases and extend into each of said 
recesses, and molding-strips removably se 
cured to the outer ends of the end most bases 
and provided with recesses adapted to receive 
the projecting portions of said devices receiv 
ing the end walls of said case. 
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9. In an extensible show-case, the combina- end walls of said members, said removable 
tion of a plurality of units, each consisting of 
a base provided with corner-posts adapted to 
receive the front wall and door members, of 
removable post members adapted to be se 
cured to said eorner-posts and to receive the 
end walls of said members, said removable 
post members being adapted to be interposed 
between and secured to each two adjacent 
corner-posts of adjacent units and thereby 
secure said units together to form a continu 
OlS CaSe. 

10. In an extensible show-case, the combi 
nation of a plurality of units, each consisting 
of a base provided with corner-posts adapted 
to receive the front wall and door members, 
of removable post members adapted to be se 
cured to said corner-posts and to receive the 

post members being adapted to be interposed 
between and secured to each two adjacent 
corner-posts of adjacent units and thereby 
secure said units together to form a continu 
ous case, and means for extending said case 
in height comprising post members adapted 
to be mounted upon said corner-posts and re 
movable post members and forming exten 
sions thereof, and adapted to receive addi 
tional front and side walls and door members, 
substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

EDWARD C. THURNAU. 
Witnesses: 

RUDOLPH. W. LOTZ, 
WM. B. SNOWHOOK. 
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