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UNITED STATES

PaTENnT OFFICE.

LEWIS HEYL, OF PHILAﬁELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA. -

PORT-FOLIO.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 44,094, dated September 6, 1864,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LEwis HEYL, of the
city and county of Philadelplia, in the State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
Improved Port-Folio; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full and exact deserip-
tion of the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, making part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is an interior view of a port-folio
in an open condition, illustrating my inven-
tion. . Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the same as
closed. I'igs. 3 and 4 are representations of
the same port-folio, illustrating the manner in
which the capacity of the same may be varied.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

The object of this invention is to provide a
port-folio which may, by means of a simple
contrivance, be adapted to eontain any num-
ber of sheets, either many or few; and in
order to thus render the port-folio capable of
conforming to various quantities which it is to
inclose, I employ a back piece in a novel man-
ner, so that it may be extended or let out and
drawn in or contracted in such a way as to in-
crease or diminish its width between the two
leaves of the port-folio, and securely adjusted
in any desired position, as will be hereinafter
fully explained. '

In order that others skilled in the art to
whichmyinvention appertains may be enabled
to fully understand and use the same, I will
proceed to describe its construction and opera-
tion.

In the accompanying drawings, A A’ repre-
sent the respective leaves of a port-folio, which
may be made of pasteboard or other suitable
material and of any desired dimensions.

B is the back strap or piece, the office of
which is principally to serve as a connecting
medium between the two leaves of the port-
folio and at the same time constitute part of
the inclosure. Itis manifestthatif {his back
piece were permanently affixed at each side
to the leaves of the port-folio the latter would
only be capable of containing, in its fullest
capacity a certain quantity, which would be
regulated by the size of the back piece, or,
rather, the distance which it would allow the
leaves of the port-folio to beseparated asunder.
‘When the back piece is thus permanently at-
tached, even a diminution of the quantity of

sheets to be inclosed has the effect fo impair
the appearance of, if not to injure, the port-
folio, inasmuch as when the twoleaves are not
held sufficiently far apart to draw the back-
piece taunt a wrinkling or crimping of the
latter is induced, which greatly hastens its
destruction. )

To obviate the above objectionable features
which are observable in port-folios hitherto in
use, L arrange and employ the back piece, B, in

such manner that its width between the two

leaves A A’ may be varied in order that it may
be made to conform to any quantity of sheets
that may be placed within the port-folio, as
will be understood from the following: Atone
side the back piece, B, is securely fastened to
the back, and near.the edge of the leaf A’;
thence it extends to the leaf A, and passes be-
tween the same and a strong rod, a, which is
secured at the edge of theleaf A,s0 as to leave
an intervening space, and the said piece B
then continued till its width (speaking with -
relation to the distance between its sides that

_extend parallel with the longer sides of the

leaves) is such as to adapt it for use in con-
nection with the largest quantity of sheets it
may be desired to inclose. This extended end
of the back piece, B, is provided with an elastic
metallic bar or spring, C, the ends of which are
pointed, as illustrated, for the purpose of
adapting them to enter and remain in either
of aseries of apertures ornotches in the flanged
plates D D. These plates are formed of metal,
and are firmly secured to the leaf A by rivets
or otherwise, The adjustment of the spring
C produces a corresponding variation in the
width of that portion of the piece B which
constitutes the back proper, and occupies a
position between the approximate conneected
ends of the leaves. '

By withdrawing the ends of the spring C
from the plates D the back of the port-folio may
be enlarged by merely drawing apart the
leaves A A’ and then adjusting the spring C
in place again, This adjustment of the spring
C may be effected by inserting the ends of the
spring beneath the flanges on the plates D,
when the natural tendency of said spring will
cause its ends to iake into the notches in the
plates D. To lessen the width of the back it
is ouly mecessary to move and adjust the
spring C away from the rod a.

The papers or sheets to be inclosed within
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the port-folio may be fastened within the same
and to each other by means of the devices for
which I obtained Letters Patent October 13,
1863, or in any other suitable manner.

Having thus described my invention, the
following is what I elaim as new and desire
to secure by Letters Patent:

1. A port-folio having an extensible back,
B, arranged in any manner substantially as
herein described, and employed to adapt the
port-folio to contain any quantity or various

quantities of the matter to be inclosed therein,
as explaized. ‘

2. In combination with said extensible back
B, the adjusting-spring C and notched plates
D D, arranged and employed substantially as

-sct forth.

LEWIS HEYL.

Witnesses:
C. D. SmiTH,
T. SEBEITLIN,
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