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1,171,592,

To all whomy it may concern: :

- Be it known that I, Ausgrt Merrrir Corr,
+a citizen of the United States, residing at
... Chicago, in the county of Cook and State
.5 of Ilinois; have invented new and useful

JImprovements in Mailing-Tolders; of which
“the following is a full; clear, concise, and
exact description, reference:being had to the

. thisspecification: " :
My invention relates to improvements in
mailing folders of the kind wherein a ve-

pearing on the return card rather than on
- the folder proper:and being exposed to view

" parent ~window. envelop:: Folders ~of ‘this
: 20 ing; the advertising matter being printed on

- -the side of the sheet which is folded in to
ieonceal 1t i fromi view until the folder. is

cveburn’ card usually his the said sheet folded
about it; whereby it is inclosed therein.
. Saidicardias held against sidewise move-
mhent by being ipassed ‘through' transverse

~slits in the folded sheet; and therefore, it

- covers up a great part of the advertising
smateryand st be removed from: said slits
#to.expose. said advertising matter-to. view,
. Furthermore, ‘the long ‘transverse. slits de-
- tract from the/appearance of the folder be-
sides vendering it linble: to-be torn  com-
6 pletely in two, both in inserfing:the card
“and ‘rémoving: it and also in.sending: it

. card to the outside of the folder instead of
Cinclosing’ it within the ‘same; the' card has

“of the edges being exposed and lable to

o eatch on other mail matter and pull out.

+ - " The object of my invention, generally
- of -the window type, combining many of

“-the advantages of the ‘above forms of folder

* without the’ disadvantages of either. .

.. More particularly, the objects of my in-
vention.are: To provide a folder having a
- return card ‘on the ‘outside thereof, but
nevertheless, having most of its edges cov-
ered. © To provide a folder having in-effect
« - .a short window formed without actually cut-

- 85 ting out part of the stock, the:card being
i .longer than the window: and mourtited be-

~ Specification of Letters Patent. -

aecompanying. drawing, forming a part of.

- turn ¢ard ‘accompanies the folder, the mail-
ing address for,the folder ns a. whole, ap-.

in a manner somewhat similar tothe trans-

- character are employed mainly in advertis-

- copened: or unfolded by the recipient. The

_ through the mail. Where attempts have.

“been niade to detachably Secure the return’
‘not been as securely held to the folder, most’
Cotuirned

“speaking;!is to provide an-improved folder ™ or clips 3.
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hind it, whereby only a small area thereof
-1s exposed to view. To provide a folder in
which the slits are mainly vertical and rela-
tively 'short, whereby the sheet is not wealk-
-.ened as much as with long horizontal slits
_extending nearly across the sheet. To pro-
‘vide a folder wherein the slits, which hold
the card in place, are used also to hold the
sheet in folded position.
- 2Other objects and advantages will be ap-
parent. from the more detailed description
hereinafter giver,

In the accompanying drawings, I have
shown several embodiments of the inven-
tion, which will serve to illustrate the novel
featnres, ' ‘

Figure 1, of said drawings, is a perspec-
tive view of one form of the folder as it ap-
pears. with the return card in place, ready
for mailing.  Fig. 2, is a perspective view
of the folder in open position about as it
would be held in being read. Figs. '3 and
4, are elevations of modified forms of mail-

mg folders having the slits shaped differ-
_ently from the showing in Fig. 1. Fig. 5,

is o fupther modified form in which not only

are the slits differant; but the entire folder
is inverted with respect to the folder shown
in-the othep figures.- '

The folder proper comprises a sheet 1,
of suitable stock, which is preferably some-
what heavier and somewhat stiffer than the
usual writing paper and may be rectangu-
lar in outline. - Tt is folded to form a plu-
rality of sections. In the present-instance,
it is folded to provide foui sections much
after the manner in which an ordinary sheet
of legal size paper is folded, except that the
~two middle ‘sections are of greater vertical
height than the two end
~of -the sections is provided wi ‘
_substantially vertical slits 2. Said st
away from eacl . other at one end
aananner as to form projecting tabs
At the other ¢nd they terminate

short of the adjacent creass in the paper,

whereby ag shown in Fig. 1, a lower border

is provided which improves the appearance
“of the folder and gives more the effect of a
window. However, I do not limit myself
$0 this arvangément. :

The post card is inserted in the shits in

a manner which will be apparent from Figs.

1 and 2. The short upper sections of the
folder are folded down over-the upper hnlf

1 stich

of the post ‘card and are sprung in behind
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the tabs 8, whereby the parts are held to-
gether. With this arrangement, it is not
necessary to use a special seal to hold the
folder shut, and the mailing stamp 4 mayv
Le applied in the customary corner as shown
in Fig. 1. - Of course, if desired. it may e
applied to the edges of the overlapping wec-
tions as shown in dotted lines in said figure,
whereby further security is obtained.

Tt will be noted that the distance between -

the vertical slits 20 is much less than the
length of the return card, as a result of
which the short edges of the latter are com-
pletely covered.  The upper edge of the post
eard and-in fact the upper half thereof, is
also completely covered Dy the short sec-
tions which are folded down over it. In
fact, the area of the post card exposed to
view is comparatively small as compared
to the avea of the entire card and while said
area may be varied within wide Timits, it
is advantageous to have it relatively small,
wherehby the post card may be protected.
particularly at its edges, thereby rendering
it less Hable to be caught and torn from posi-
tion. ' : ,

The side of the sheet shown in Fig. 2, may
be called the inside and is intended. to con-
tain practically all'of the letter or advertis-
ing matter addressed to the customer.

“When the sheet is folded. the post eard is

not inclosed within it; that is, it is neither
inclosed in the sense of being located he-
tween the main folds ef the sheet as if it
were in an envelop, nor is it in contact with
the inner printed side. TInstead it is in con-
tact with the outer side of the sheet, and
while partially covered by the two short up-
per sections as shown in Fig. 1, the effect is
the same as that of a eard canght by its short
edges on the outside of the main folds of
the sheet.  Hence, in opening the folder the
short sections are swung upwardly about as
shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1, and the post
sard conveniently removed before the sheet
is entirely opened, whereupon the entire side
of the sheet is exposed to view at once and the
effectiveness of the printed matter is not im-
paired. However, even if the post card is
not removed, the inside of the sheet when
opened is practically unobstructed, as only

“a very small part of the post card projects
“through the slits, as shown in Fig. 2

Fur-

I5. 4

« thejmiore, said slits being substantially ver-

tical and spaced apart a considerable dis-
tance, the continuity of the sheet in its
middle portion is not interrupted nor is said
sheet, substantially weakened or easy to tear
eitlzfr when inserting or removing the post
card.

* While many of the advantagesenumerated.

above are dependent upon the arrangement
of the slits substantially vertically said slits
need . not, of course, be exactly vertical or of
any particular shape. In order to provide

“back on themselves in some manner.

1,171,602

the flaps or tabs 3, however. for locking the
fold, it is necessary that said slits double
' The
slits 5 and 6 shown in Iigs. 3 and -+ oave dif-
ferent from those shown in Figs. | and 2.
and are suggestive.of various arrangments,
which mayx be emploved satisfactorily., Of

‘course. where it 1s ‘the intention to use a

special sealing wafer in any case. the lock-
ing tabs 3 may he dispensed with. in which
ase the slits need not he doubled back upon
themselves. hut merely made to extend lat-
erally far enough to permit the post cad
to be nserted. The preferred construction.
however. includes said locking tabs. Tn Fig,
5, the slits 7 illustrate another modification
in this vegard. the folder being a modifica-
tion mainly, however, in that it is-mailed in
a position 1nverted with respect to'the folder
shown in Fig. 1. In other words the mail-
ing address is near the top of the return
ard. instead of near the hottom thereof.
This arrangement hrings the top and bottom
edges of the sheet, which Iatter arve cauglit
under the tabs. above the middic of the de-
vice instead of below the middle ws shown in
Fig. 1. In this position, if an ordinary one
cent stamp i pasted over said edges, said
stamp will appear in its normal position in
the upper right hand corner of the device
rather than near the middle thercof. This
form of folder is also more convenient where
the return cards are so worded as to make it
desirable to have the name and address at
the beginning of the printedstatement there-
on, rather than at the end thercof:

It iy apparent that the invention is not
limited to the particular embodiments there-
of illustrated and described Lercin, as other
various forms may be devised which fall
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within the scope of said invention as ex-

pressed in the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new and desive to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States is: :
*1. A mailing folder having a plurality of
folded sections and a card between two of
said-sections, one of said last named sections
being slitted to receive said card and to re-
ceive also, to.a less extent. the other of sadd
sections whereby said curd projects heyond
said other section with the address therdon
exposed to view, said folder being secured in
folded position by the locking of said other
section within said slits.- '

2. In combination, a mailing folder com-
prising a folded sheet having one section
provided, .with substantially parallel slits
which diverge at one end and double-back
on themselves about to the line where they be-
gan to diverge, to provide locking tabs, and
a return card received within said parallel
slits and confined against lateral movement,
said locking tabs engaging another section
and holding the folder shut.
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-3. A mailing folder comprising in combi-
nation, a folded sheet having a plurality of
sections, an outer section being shorter than
an adjacent inner section, a card arrarged

5 between. said two latter sections and extend-
ing beyond the free edge of the shorter one,
tongues formed by slitting the longer section
to engage said shorter section near said free

. edge thereof to lock said sections in their

10 folded positions, the' slits -forming said

tongues being adapted to receive two of the
corners. of said card and position it later-
ally, relatively to said folder, and vertically
in one directlon with a portion thereof ex-
15 posed to view, said card being positioned ver-

tically in the opposite direction by one of the

creases made by folding said sheet.
4. A mailing folder comprising a folded
sheet having substantially parallel slits, a
o four sided card held within said slits with
a pair of opposite margins covered and a
middle area exposed to view, another of said
margins being covered by one of the folded

2

over portions, whereby less than one entire
edge of said card is exposed, and locking
tabs formed by extensions of said slits for
holding. said folder closed.

5. The combination with .a return card.

having the mailing address at the top there-
of, of a folder therefor comprising a folded
sheet-hetween the two outermost folds where-
of the card is arranged, one of said folds

‘having hook shaped slits which hold said

card and which also lock the outer fold, the
edge of the latter and the parallel portions
of said slits forming a window at the top of
the folder through which the address is
visible. v
In witness whereof, I have hereunto sub-
seribed my name in the presence of two wit-
nesses. '
ALBERT MERRILI, COIT.

© Witnesses: R
Vicroria MarTEEWS,
Grorge P. Barron.
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