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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIANI H. VIILLER, OF INDEPENDENCE, VIISSOUR.I. 

COPRESSOR. 

936,143. 
Application filed June 2, 1909. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. H. MILLER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Independence, in the county of Jackson and 
State of Missouri, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Complessors, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to compressOl's, and 

has for an object to provide a compressor 
particularly desirable for use in connection 
with barrels in which sauerkraut or the like 
is contained and to adjustably mount the 
said compressor within the barrel so that it 
can be operated in Such manner as will hold 
the kraut submerged in the brine or other 
preserving Substance. 
Other objects and advantages will be ap 

parent as the nature of the invention is 
better set forth, and it will be understood 
that changes within the scope of the claims 
may be resorted to without departing from 
the spirit of the invention. 

In the drawing, forming a portion of this 
specification and in which like numerals of 
reference indicate similar parts in the sev 
eral views:-Figure 1 is a detail Section 
through a portion of a barrel showing the 
application of my compressor thereto. Fig. 
2 is a top plan view of the compressor. Fig. 
3 is a vertical longitudinal Section through 
the compressor. Fig. 4 is a detail vertical 
section taken on the line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 
Fig. 5 is a detail section taken on the line 
5-5 of Fig. 3. 

Referring now more particularly to the 
drawing, there is shown a barrel A in which 
is mounted a follower head B which is pref 
erably provided with a pair of spaced 
cleats C. My improved compressor is re 
movably mounted within the barrel and 
consists of a member i in which is formed 
a longitudinally extending slot 2. The 
member 1 is rabbeted longitudinally upon 
its under side as shown at 3 for a purpose 
to be hereinafter described. The member 1 
is provided at the sides of the slot 2 with a 
pair of guides 4 which are disposed within 
grooves 5 formed upon the underside of a 
member 6. The member 6 is similar in con 
struction to the member 1 and is provided 
with a longitudinally extending slot 7 
adapted to aline with the slot 2 in the mem 
ber 1. A vertically disposed bolt or similar 
fastening device is shown at 8 and is dis 
posed in portions of the slots 2 and 7 formed 
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the bolt is provided with a head of usual 
form against which is seated a washel 9. 
The washel 9 is adapted to span the slot 2 
formed in the member 1 and is slidably 
mounted in the rabbeted portion 3. The 
upper threaded end of the bolt is passed 
through an aperture 10 formed in the 
member 11 of a clamp 12. The member 11 
is provided with a longitudinally extending 
depending guide rib 13 which is slidably al 
ranged in the slot 7 formed in the member 
6. The member 11 is provided with an in 
clined can face 14 adapted for coöperation 
with a similar face formed upon the under 
side of a cam lever 15. The cam lever forms 
with the member 11 the clamp and is pro 
vided with a passage for receiving the up 
per extremity of the bolt S. The construc 
tion of the clamp just described is such that 
when the members 1 and 6 have been prop 
erly adjusted with respect to each other 
they can be effectively held against sliding 
lmOWeinent. 
The member 1 is provided at One of its 

ends with a plurality of outwardly extend 
ing spur's 16. The member 6 is provided at 
one end With a casing 17 having an open 
outer end portion. 18. A spur or bolt 19 is 
slidably mounted in the casing 17. The 
said bolt or spur is provided with a pointed 
outer end portion 20 which is adapted to be 
extended beyond the open Outer end portion 
18 of the casing 17 so that it will coöperate 
With the spurs 16 in order that the com 
pressor can be effectively held in engage 
ment with the Walls of the barrel A. The 
spur or bolt 19 is provided With a slot or 
cutaway portion 21 which is located in line 
with a slot 22 formed in One of the side walls 
of the casing 17. The member 16 is pro 
vided with a pivotally mounted lever 23 
which has a pointed outer end portion 24 
adapted to extend through the passage 22 
formed in the casing 17 in order that its 
Outer extremity or pointed Outer end portion 
24 can be engaged with one of the Walls of 
the slot 21 formed in the spur or bolt. 
Upon actuating the lever 23 it will be read 
ily understood that the bolt or spur can be 
ejected or moved so as to be entirely housed 
within the casing 17. 

In operation, assuming the barrel to con 
tain a quantity of Sauerkraut or similar ma 
terial that should be kept under brine, the 
follower head B is first inserted within the 

in the members 1 and 6. The lower end of barrel to rest upon the upper Surface of the 
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contents of the said barrel. After this op 
eration my improved compressor is inserted 
Within the barrel and is disposed therein so 
that the member 1 lies upon the cleats C. 
After the follower B has been moved down 
Wardly with the desired pressure, the mem 
ber's 1 and 6 of the device herein disclosed 
are moved outwardly and away from each 
other so that the spurs 16 and 19 can be ef 
fectively held engaged with the walls of the 
barel to hold the compressor in its adjusted 
position. 
I claim :- 
1. In a compressor of the class described, 

an adjustable follower, slidable members 
mounted upon said follower, fixed barrel 
engaging spurs at One end of one of the 
membel's, and a movable barrel-engaging 
spur at one end of the other member, said 
last named spur being adapted for coöpera 
tion with the said first named spurs to hold 
the follower in its adjusted position. 

2. In a compressor of the class described, 
an adjustable follower, slidable members 
mounted upon said follower and provided 
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with longitudinally extending alining slots, 
fixed spurs upon One of the said members, 
a movable spur upon the other member, a 
bolt extending through said slots, and oper 
atively connected cam members engaged with 
said bolt and adapted for operation to hold 
the first named membel's in their adjusted positions. 

3. In a compressor of the class described, 
a pair of superimposed slidable members, 
One of Said members having a pair of longi 
tudinally extending spaced grooves, the 
other member having a pair of guides oper 
ating in Said grooves, means for holding the 
members against sliding movement, fixed 
barrel-engaging spurs upon one of the mem 
bers, and a movable barrel-engaging spur 
upon the other member. 

in testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

WLLAM. H. MILLER. 
Witnesses: 

ETHEL, DANIEL, 
WSI. F. RAMSEY. 
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