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To all, whom it may concern 
Be it known that I, CHRISTIAN J. HESS, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Min 
neapolis, in the county of Hennepin and State 

5 of Minnesota, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Lever-Handles for 
Waffle-Irons; and Idohereby declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip. 
tion of the invention, such as will enable 

Io others skilled in the art to which it apper 
tains to make and use the same. 
My invention was especially designed as 

an attachment for waffle-irons, or similar 
Cooking utensils, having a pivoted or turn 

I5 over member, in order to better adapt the 
same for use on gas and oil stoves. 

In this class of stoves, as is well known, the 
pot-holes are comparatively shallow and the 
burners are arranged, so that their top sur 
the stove plate. Hence, when a waffle-iron 
or a similar cooking utensil, is applied thereto, 
there is not sufficient clearance to permit the 
griddle-iron or pivoted member to be turned 

25 Over. It is necessary to raise the griddle-iron 
before attempting to turn the same, or other 
Wise it will strike the burner. To meet these 
Conditions, I provide a lifting device adapted 
to raise the griddle iron above its normal seat 
on the Waffle-iron ring sufficiently far to give 
the clearance necessary to permit the same 
to be turned over. I preferably construct 
this device in the form of a lifting lever, hav 
ing a fulcrum-block applicable to the grid 

35 dle-iron ring or support, and provided with 
a pair of bearing arms forward of the full 
crum, adapted to engage under the trunnions 
of the griddle-iron, and having a handle-arm 
back of the fulcrum within the grasp of the 
hand when taking hold of the handle of the 
griddle-iron support. With this form of the 
device the griddle-iron can be raised by a lev 
erage-lift, under the grasp of one hand. It 
is also detachable and may be used as a car 
rier to entirely remove the griddle-iron, or to 
handle the same in any desired way. The 
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fulcrum-block is preferably carried on the 
under side of the lever-handle, and is appli 
cable to a seat provided for the purpose, in 

5o the handle of the griddle-iron ring. 
Though especially designed for use on waf 

faces are very nearly in the same plane with 

fle-irons, the device is equally applicable to 
any other cooking utensil, which comprises 
a relatively fixed supporting member appli 
cable to the pot-hole and a pivoted cooking 55 
member mounted thereon, for containing the 
material to be cooked, and which it is desir 
able to turn over to bring both sides of the 
same in contact with the flames or heat from 
the burner. Egg-broilers, for example, are 6o 
conveniently made with a pivoted member of 
this kind. Turnover pan-cake griddles, piv 
oted toasters and broilers, are other instances. 

In the accompanying drawings, I have illus 
trated my invention, as applied to Waffle- 65 
irons, wherein, like letters referring to like 
parts throughout 
Figure 1 is a view partly in side elevation 

and partly in section, showing a Waffle iron 
equipped with my attachment, in position on 70 
the stove. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the same 
removed from the stove, a part of the Waffle 
iron griddle being broken away. Fig. 8 is a 
detail showing the fulcrum-seat on the han 
dle of the griddle-iron ring; and Fig. 4 is a 75 
similar view, showing the fulcrum-block on 
the handle of the lifting-lever, 
A represents a pot-hole portion of an ordi 

nary gas or oil stove. Brepresents the burner 
of the same. 
C C' is the griddle-iron ring or support, of 

which C is the ring and C is the handle to the 
Sae. 
D is the waffle-iron griddle of the ordinary 

construction pivotally mounted on the grid- 85 
dle-iron ring or support. 
E E E is the lifting lever having the full 

crum-block formed integral with the handle 
portion of the same. The part E is of a semi- f 
circular form, and constitutes a pair of bear- 9o 
ing arms, having hook-like bearingse, at their 
extremities, for engaging under the trunnions 
of the griddle-iron. The fulcrum block E° 
has a narrow tongue-like parte', at its lower 
end adapted to enter a slot c, formed in the 
handle C of the griddle-iron ring; and is also 
provided with lateral ribs or projecting sur 
faces e. adapted to rest in notches c', on the 
top walls of the slot c. In other Words, the 
slot and notches in the handle of the griddle 
iron ring form a seat for the fulcrum block of 
the lifting lever, which serves to hold it in 
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place and permit of the tilting or leverage 
movement. The part E' of the lifting lever, 
is conveniently formed of heavy wire and the 
parts E and E°are conveniently made of cast 

5 metal, and are united to the wire in the cast 
ing process. 
The device is applied, as shown in Fig. 1. 

It is obvious, that by grasping the two han 
dles, the griddle-iron may be lifted up by one 
hand with a leverage lift into the dotted line 
position, shown in Fig. 1, and be turned over 
with the other hand applied to the griddle 
iron handle. If desired, the lever may be used 
simply as a carrier, to remove the griddle-iron. 
The attachment is of great service; and al 

though the invention is only a few months old, 
the article has met with a universal demand 
and has already gone into extensive use. It 
enables the griddle-iron ring or support to be 
made comparatively shallow, so as to bring 
the griddle iron close to the burner, giving a 
much better and quicker action from the heat. 
Although of special service on gas and oil 
Stoves, on account of the locality of the burner, 
it is also useful when the waffle iron is used 
on coal or wood stoves, and especially the lat 
ter, as it will often happen that the fire pot 
will be so nearly filled by the fuel, as to inter 
fere with the revolving movement of the grid 
dile iron. 

It is of course obvious, that the details of 
the construction might be changed in various 
ways, without departing from the spirit of my 
invention. 

I claim to have been the first to have pro 
vided a device of any kind for raising the 
griddle-iron above its normal seat on the 
griddle iron support, to afford clearance for 
the revolving movement of the griddle-iron. 

It is of course well understood, that the grid 
dle iron ring or support is relatively heavy, as 
compared with the griddle-iron, so that it af 
fords an ample base of resistance for the lever 
age action of the lifting-lever, under the grasp 

45 of the hand. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent of the United States, is as follows: 
1. The combination of a base, the cooking 

member having trunnions, such as a waffle 
So iron, and a lever fulcrumed on the base and 

having at one end a handle and at the other 

IO 

3o 

35 

end arms having bearings for the trunnions 
of the waffle iron. 

2. The combination of a base having trun 
nion bearings, a cooking member having trun 
nions, such as a waffle iron, and a lever full 
crumed on the base and having at one end a 
handle and at the other end arms having 
bearings for the trunnions of the waffle iron. 

3. The combination of a base, a cooking 
member having trunnions, such as a Waffle 
iron, and a removable lever fulcrumed on the 
base and having at one end a handle and at 
the other end arms having bearings for the 
trunnions of the waffle iron. 

4. The combination of a base member con 
sisting of a support having bearings and of a 
laterally extending handle, a cooking member 
having trunnions, such as a waffle iron, and a 
lever fulcrumed on said member and having 
at one end arms provided with bearings for 
the trunnions of the waffle iron, and at the 
other end with a handle within the grasp of 
the hand when applied to the handle of the 
base member, substantially as and for the 
purpose set forth. 

5. The combination with the supporting 
base or ring provided with a handle having a 
slot and notches, as described, of the pivoted 
waffle iron on said base, and the lifting lever, 
having on its handle portion a fulcrum block 
constructed with a tongue and bearing ribs to 
fit said slot and notches as a seat, and pro 
vided with forwardly extended bearing arms 
applicable to the trunnions of the waffle iron, 
substantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

6. A turnover cooking vessel, such as a 
Waffle iron adapted for use on gas and vapor 
stoves, comprising the combination with a 
suitable base, of a griddle supported by said 
base, and a lever fulcrumed on said base and 
operative, by downward pressure thereon, to 
adjust the griddle in respect to the base, for 
affording clearance to permit the griddle to 
be revolved, without striking the burner. 
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
CHRISTIAN J. HESS. 

Witnesses: 
JAS. F. WILLIAMSON, 
H. W. HESS, 
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