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1 .Claim,
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Among the objects of my invention is to pro-
vide a toy removably attachable to the instru-
ment panel of an automobile so as to simulate the
steering and gear shifting of the automobile,
without danger to the car or the user of the
toy.

A child greatly enjoys imitating the move-
ments of his father in driving an automobile,
It is always a great temptation for the child
$o take hold of the steering wheel and thus possi-
bly cause injury and damage. With my device
the child may copy the movements of his father
or other driver in both steering the car and
in shifting of the gears. This will satisfy the
child’s desire for play, and at thes same time af-
ford him instruction, to some degree, in driv-
mg.

My toy is also adapted to be attached to other
surfaces such as a bath tub, so that the child
may imagine that he is driving a motor boat with
desired turns and gear shiftings. My toy may
also be removably attached to the fcor so that
the child may stand and imagine he is driving
a tractor. There are other uses for my toy, of
a similar nature, which may afford the child
safe play and constructive education,

Another object of my invention is to provide
a horn or beeper construction which will not
break or allow the horn button to slip out of place
and become lost, thereby providing greater
durability, increased play value and enhancing
the eye appeal of the toy.

Still another object of my invention is to sup-
ply a construction permitting free turning of

the wheel by the smaller children without bind- .

ing or twisting the post, thereby providing greater
freedom of movement in play and closer ap-
proach to the feel of actual driving.

My invention also contemplates such other ¢b-

jects, advantages and capabilities which will later ,,

more fully appear, and which are inherently
possessed by my invention.

While I have shown in the attached drawings
a preferred embodiment of my invention, vet it
is to be understood that the same are susceptible
of modification and change without departing
from the spirit of my invention.

Referring more particularly to the drawings,
Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of my foy; Fig.

2 is a front elevational view; Fig. 3 is a detailed ;

sectional view; Fig. 4 is an enlarged top pilan
view of the hub showing the floor; Pig. 5 is a
top plan view showing the cther elements in
the hub; Fig. 6 is an enlarged detailed sectional
view of the hub on line 7—7 of Fig. 4; Fig. 7 is
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a sectional view of the hub with certain inter-
fitting parts removed.

Referring more now to the embodiments se-
lected to illustrate my invention, I provide a
steering wheel {8, circular in shape and having
spaced spokes {!. The hub {2 has a lower re-
duced portion {3 with an open bottom 14 to re-
movably receive the upper end of post {5. The
lower end of post 1§ is removably fitted in open-
ing 15 of upper portion {7 of suction cup 18.

In place of suction cup {8, I may provide any
other suitable means for removably attaching the
lower portion of my toy to a support such as
the instrument panel of any automobile, or the
like.

Hub {2, preferably made of plastic, is hollow
with side walls {9, a bottom floor 20 and an open
top 2{. Lower portion {2 which is integral with
hub 12 has closed side walls 22, a closed top
which is the underside of bottom floor 28 of
hub 12, and open bottom 14, A metal fitting
23 has a closed top 24, closed side walls 25 and
an open bottom 26 and is of such a size as to
be pressed into lower portion (3 and remain in
contact therewith, with its top 24 contacting the
under surface of floor 20 and its side walls
25 in friction grip with side walls 22 of lower por-
tion 13.

A gear shift lever 27 has a ball 28 attached to
the outer end of rod 29. The inner portion of
rod 29 extends through slot 38 in one of the side
walls 1§ of hub {2 and rests on floor 28. At op-
posite ends of slot 38, spaced stop members 21
and 32 extend diagonally inwardly from the side
walls 8. Corresponding spaced stop members
33 and 34 extend diagonally inwardly from op-
posite side walls 19. Between stop members 31
and 32 are spaced raised members 35 and 36 on
floor 28, and between stop members 33 and 34
are spaced raised members 37 and 38. A resilient
pin 39 extends upwardly through top 24 of metal
fitting 23, opening 4% in floor 28 and rod 29 of
gear shift lever 27. When the user applies side
movement {0 ball 28, rod 28 moves over the raised

5 Portion to the stop members in either direction

to simulate gear shifting.

A metal plate 41 has a flat bottom 42 and three
spaced punched up contact portions 43 on its
upper surface 44, Metal plate 41 rests with its
hottorm 42 on the top edges of stop members 31,
32, 33 and $4. Said top edges are higher than
rod 28.

A sound producing member 45 comprising a
rounded bellows 4§ with a reed 47 has its flat
bottom positioned on the upper surface 44 of
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metal floor 41 and is positioned by confact por-~
tions 43. A button 48 having a rounded dome
portion 49 and a peripheral flange 50 is positioned
on top of bellows 46. A cold rolled steel ring Ef
having side walls 52 and a top inward iange
53 is pressed into hub {2 with its side walls in
friction grip with side walls 18 of hub (2. Flange
53 of ring 51 is positioned above flange 50 of
button 48, and prevents its displacement and
loss and that of bellows 46 and plate &1. This
jnsures that the child will not accidentally knock
off the horn button as has been heretofore possi-
ble. This solves the problem of the child en-
deavoring and often failing to get the horn but-
ton back in place and losing the same as well
as the bellows, with consequent frustration of
spirit and the destruction of that part of his or
her toy.

With my improved metal fitting 23 having
smooth inner side walls, the wheel may freely
rotate on the post. There is no hinding as here-
tofore with slow laborious turning of the wheel
and twisting of the post and even the suction
cup. Frustration of the child in this feature is
now eliminated and actual turning of the wheel
s in real driving is more closely approximated
for the child’s education and entertainment.

In operation of the toy the child may turn the
steering wheel to simulate steering motions, and
may move the gear shift lever to simulate the
speeds of an automobile, motor boat, or the like,
and touch the horn button to warn traffic.

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

A steering wheel and gear shift toy comprising
a wheel having spokes and a hub, said hub having
an open top, closed side walls, a bottom floor,
and a lower portion, szid lower portion having
closed side walls and an open botitom, a metal
member fitted within the open bottom portion of
said lower portion and having smooth side walls
and an open bottom, a post with its upper end
extending through the open bottom portion of
said metal member and removably engaging the
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smooth side walls of said metal member, whereby
said wheel is freely rotatable on said post, a mem-
ber for attaching the toy to a desired support re-
movably attached to the lower end of szid post,
a gear shift lever rod having a ball at its outer
end, said hub having a slot in one of its side walls,
the inner portion of said rod extending through
said slot and positioned on the bottom floor of
said hub, a pin extending through said metal
member and said rod, a pair of stop members at

the side edges of said slots, another pair of stop

members correspondingly opposite said first stop
members, a pair of raised portions between each
of said pairs of stop members, said rod adapted on
side movement being applied to said ball to pivot
on said pin over said raised portions and be-
tween said pairs of stop members to simulate gear
shifting, a plate positioned on the top edges of
s2id stop members, said top edges being higher
than said rod, said plate having a plurality of
spaced punched up contact portions a noisemak-
ing bellows positioned on said plate, between said
contact portions a button positioned over said
bellows at the open top of said hub, said hub hav-
ing a peripheral flange, a metal ring pressed with-
in said hub and having side walls adapted to fit
against the side walls of said hub by friction grip,
said ring having a top inwardly extending flange
positioned above said button and adapted to en-
gage the flange of said button and prevent said
button from accidental displacement from the
toy.
LOUIS SOLOMON.
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