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To all whom ¢t may concern’
Be it known that I, Evcexe C. JEWEIT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at

Eagle Grove, in the county of Wright and |

State of ITowa, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Spade-Steps;
and I do hereby declare the following to
he a full, clear, and exact description ot the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make
and use the same.

My invention relates to new and useful
improvements in spade steps and my object
is to provide a step which will extend on
both sides of the spade handle to adapt the

same for right or left hand use.

A further object is to so construct the
step that it can be formed by stamping the
same from a sheet of metal, and, a further
object is to provide means for attaching
the same to the head of the spade blade.

Other objects and advantages will be
hereinafter set forth and pointed out in
the specification.

In the accompanying drawings, which
form a part of this application, Figure 1
is a perspective view showing the step ap-
plied to use. Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspec-
tive view of a portion of the spade with the
step applied. Fig. 3 is a rear elevation of
the step. Fig. 4 is a bottom plan view
thereof. Fig. 5 is a sectional view as seen
on line 5—5 Fig. 2. :

Referring to the drawings in which simi-
lar reference numerals designate corre-
sponding parts throughout the several
views, 1 indicates the blade of the spade
which is preferably constructed of a num-
ber of bars spaced apart, having a head 2
at its upper end and a cutting edge 3 at its
lower end, a handle 4 being secured to the
blade by introducing a shank (not shown),
extending from the head portion of the
blade into the handle. As 1t is difficult to
provide sufficient surface fo recelve pressure
thereon to force the spade into the ground
without increasing the size and width of
the spade head I provide my improved
form of step 5, which is preferably channel
shaped in cross section to provide a hori-
zontal pressure surface 6 and depending

side flanges 7 and 8, the side flange 8 and
pressure surface 6 being cut away at their
longitudinal center to provide a slot 9 to
receive the handle 4 of the spade. A sec-
tion 10 is thus left integral with both ends
of the flange 7 to hold the two ends of the
step together, and, as the blade of the spade
is preferably curved the step can be readily
curved to fit the blade.

Extending downwardly from the flange
8 at each side of the slot 9 are tongues 11
which are adapted to be bent under the
head section 2 of the spade to secure the
step in position thereon, said tongues being
positioned below the head after the step has
been introduced around the handle and
seated on the head of the blade.

As the step projects on each side of the
handle and a distance beyond the edges of
the head of the blade an increased surface
is provided to receive the pressure of the
foot to drive the spade into the earth’s sur-
face and the spade can be used either as a
right or left hand implement without the
necessity of changing the step from one side
of the blade to the other, as is necessary
when using other forms of steps.

As this step can be stamped from a sec-
tion of sheet metal it can be very cheaply
produced and at the same time rendered
extremely strong and durable by providing
the depending flanges which fully reinforce
the tread portion of the step. It will like-
wise be seen that should the spade become
broken or worn out the step can be readily
removed therefrom and engaged with an-
other spade,

What I claim is:

1. The combination with a blade having
a head at one end and a handle attached to
the head, of a step, said step comprising a
horizontal portion and depending -flanges
at each edge thereof, said horizontal por-
tion and one of the flanges having a slot
to receive the handle and tongues carried
by one of the flanges adapted to be bent
under the head to hold the step in position
on the spade.

2. The combination with a spade having
a head at one end and a handle attached to
the head, of a step, said step comprising a
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horizontal portion and depending flanges | name to this specification in the presence of
at each edge thereof, said horizontal por- | two subscribing witnesses.
tion having an opening therein to receive

the handle and tongues adapted to he bent EUGENE C. JEWETT.
b under the head to hold the step in position Witnesses:
on the spade. » L. J. CrarkeE,
In testimony whereof I have signed my J. F. Feevy.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
‘Washington, D, C.”




