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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
PETER EPLER, OF COLLUMSVILLE, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF HIS RIGHT TO 

JOHN ZERBE, OF LIMESTONE TOWNSHIP, PENNSYLVANIA. 

IMPROVEMENT IN NECK-YOKES. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 139,3S0, dated May 27, 1873; application filed 
April 12, 1873. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PETER EPLER, of Col 

lumsville, in the county of Lycoming and in the 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Neck-Yokes; 
and do hereby declare that the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description thereof, ref. 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ing making a part of this specification, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my device, 
, and Fig. 2 is a central longitudinal section of 
the same. 

Letters of like name and kind refer to like 
parts in each of the figures. 
The design of my invention is to render more 

easy the attachment of martingale and hold 
back straps to or upon a neck-yoke; and it con 
sists in the construction and combination of 
the spring loops or holders with the neck-yoke, 
substantially as and for the purpose hereinaf. 
ter specified. 
In the annexed drawing, A represents a 

neck-yoke provided at its longitudinal center 
with a pole-ring, B, and at its ends with rings 
C for receiving the breast-straps, all in the 
usual manner. Secured to or upon the front 
side of the neck-yoke, upon each side of its 
longitudinal center, is a metal spring, D, which 
extends forward for about one-fourth of an 

d 

inch, thence outward in a line parallel to the 
side of said yoke to a point near the end of 
the same, and then turning rearward has its 
end d resting upon the surface of said yoke 
or contained within a suitable socket, a, pro 
vided within the same. 
As thus constructed, by moving the free end 

of the spring away from theyoke the hold-back 
or martingale strap may be placed in position 
beneath said spring, which being released re 
turns to its place, and effectually locks said strap upon the neck-yoke. 
The improvement shown adds but slightly 

to the original cost of the neck-yoke, while it 
materially increases its efficiency, and lessens 
the labor of attaching horses to a carriage or 
Wagon. 
Having thus fully set forth the nature and 

merits of my invention, what I claim as new is 
The neck-yoke A having the springs D an 

d, substantially as and for the purpose speci 
fied. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto set my hand this 20th day of February, 1873. 
PETER EPLER, 

Witnesses: 
GEORGE EONTE, 
WM. H. MOOR. 

  

  

  


