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To aid, uhon, it may concern: 
Be it known that we, FRANKJ. WILLIS and 

PLYNN A. GRIFFITH, citizens of the United 
States, residing at Onondaga, in the county 

5 of Ingham and State of Michigan, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Baggage-Loaders, of which the following 
is a specification, reference being had therein 
to the accompanying drawings. 
The invention has reference to a device par 

ticularly designed and adapted for loading and 
unloading baggage; and the object of the in 
vention is to so construct a device of this 
character that the raising and lowering of the 
baggage may be readily and quickly effected 
and the wear to which the latter is subjected 
will be reduced to a minimum. 
With this object in view our invention con 

sists, essentially, of a baggage-loader com 
posed of two curved side members and a se 
ries of spaced rollers intermediate the mem 
bers, the rollers being so arranged that a por 
tion of each will extend beyond the convex 
sides of the members. 
The invention further consists in other de 

tails of construction, which will be more fully 
hereinafter described, and shown in the draw 
ings, in Which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of our im 
proved loader, broken away in parts; and Fig. 
2 is a view illustrating the construction of the 
struts, the parts of the latter being shown de 
tached. 
The reference-letters B and C designate the 

curved side members before referred to, and D 
represents the rollers, spaced from each other 
and arranged intermediate the members, as 
shown. Each member is provided with a se 
ries of journal-bearings, as E, arranged near 
its convex side, and the rollers carry at their 
ends journals F, which extend within the bear 
ings. As the result of this novel construction a 
part of each roller extends beyond the convex 
sides of the loader, and on account of the cur 
Vature of the members the trunk that is to 
be raised or lowered necessarily rests only on 
two of the rollers. Thus the corners of the 
baggage, which are usually provided with me 
tallic corner-pieces, are kept out of contact 
With the loader, and in addition to the ease 
With which the baggage may be shifted the 
Wear upon both the baggage and loader caused 
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by the metallic corner-pieces coming in con 
tact with the latter is eliminated. 

In order that a rigid structure may be pro 
duced and of as light weight as possible, were 
inforce each side member by a truss-rod, such 
as F, and struts G, arranged intermediate 
the rod and the concave side of the member. 
Each strut is composed of a tubular metallic 
member a and an eye screw or bolt b. The 
bolt extends through the member a, and into 
and through the side member, the eyes of 
the bolts forming the retaining-heads for 
their complementary members. The struts 
are secured in position by means of nuts c, 
which engage the portions of the screws that 
project beyond the convex sides of the mem 
bers. 
The truss-rods extend, as shown, through 

the eyes of the bolts and are provided at their 
ends with angular portions e, which also ex 
tend through theside members. As indicated, 
the portions last referred to are threaded and 
are provided at their free ends with nutsf. 
At the upper end of the loader described 

each side member is recessed, as at H, form 
ing reduced portions I thereon, which are 
adapted to rest against the car in cases where 
the baggage is being loaded or unloaded there 
from. The lower end of the roller we prefer 
ably provide with foot-brackets JJ, which 
are adapted to engage the support upon which 
the loader rests and prevent the latter from 
slipping and are also of sufficient length to 
raise the lower end of the loader a consider 
able distance from the ground to enable the 
operator to readily grasp the baggage. 

Each foot-bracket is composed of a down 
wardly-extending metallic strip h and an in 
clined strap or bar i, which constitutes a brace 
for the depending member. This strip h is 
secured in any suitable manner to the concave 
side of the member and extends downwardly 
a considerable distance therefrom. The mem 
ber i is secured to the concave side of the 
member preferably by means of the angular 
threaded portion of the truss-rod, as shown, 
and is provided with a laterally-extending 
portioni, which bears against the depending 
member h to brace the same. To further 
strengthen the structure thus described, 
brace-rodsLandlMare provided for the loader 
at its ends, and similar cross-rods O extend be 
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tween the members at the central portion of 
the loader. 

It will be obvious that the device thus de 
scribed may be made of any desired length, 
and While We have shown the exact construc 
tion we do not desire to be limited to the same, 
as various modifications may be made with 
out departing from the spirit of our invention. 
What we claim as our invention is 
1. Abaggage-loader, comprising two curved 

and separated side members, a series of spaced 
rollers intermediate and journaled within 
said members, each roller having its cylin 
drical portion extending beyond the convex 
sides of the members, truss-rods connecting 
the ends of each side member, and struts be 
tWeen each truss-rod and the concave side of 
its member, substantially as described. 

2. Abaggage-loader, comprising two curved 
and separated side members, a series of spaced 
rollers intermediate the members, each roller 
extending beyond the convex side of the mem 
bers, and foot-brackets upon the members at 
One end of the loader, each composed of a de 
pending vertical member and an inclined 
brace member. 

3. Abaggage-loader, comprising two curved 

and separated side members, a series of spaced 
rollers between and journaled within said 
members, each roller having its cylindrical 
portion extending beyond the convex sides of 
the members, struts for each member extend 
ing from the concave side of the members, 
bolts extending through the struts and Se 
cured to the members, said bolts being pro 
vided with heads having lateral openings 
formed therein, and a truss-rod connecting 
the ends of the member and extending through 
the openings in the bolt-heads. 
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4. A baggage-loader, comprising two curved 40 
and separated side members, a series of spaced 
rollers intermediate and journaled within 
said members, each roller having its cylin 
drical portion extending beyond the convex 
sides of the members, and a truss-rod connect 
ing the ends of each side member, substan 
tially as described. 
In testimony whereof we affix our signa 

tures in presence of two witnesses. 
FRANK. J. WILLIS. 
PLYNN A. GRIFFITH. 

Witnesses: 
W. E. WILCOX, 
POMEROY WAN RIPER. 
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