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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE GRAHAM, a 

Subject of the King of Great Britain, and a 
resident of the city of New York, Douglas 
ton, borough of Queens, in the county of 
Queens and State of New York, have in 
yellted a new and Improved Self-Support 
ing Stocking, of which the following is a 
full clear, and exact description. 
This invention relates to certain improve 

ments in stockings, and more particularly 
to the means employed for supporting said stocking. 

In my improved construction, I so form 
the upper portion of the stocking that it in 
itself constitutes a garter, so that no sepa 
rate Supporting means need be employed. 
The upper portion of the stocking consti 
tutes a gripping portion which encircles the 
leg of the wearer, and engages therewith in 
such a manner that the downward pulf of 
the body of the stocking tends to increase 
the gripping action. The upper portion of 
the stocking is extendible upwardly in re 
spect to the body of the stocking, so as to 
assume a substantially diagonal position in 
respect to the general direction fthe length 
of the stocking, and this diagonally-dis 
posed portion when pulled downwardly by 
the body of the stocking, binds against the 
leg, so that its downward movement is thus 
retarded if not entirely prevented. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings, forming a part of this speci 
fication, in which similar characters of ref: erence indicate corresponding parts in both 
the figures, and in which-- 
Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating 

my improved construction of stocking in 
use; and Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the 
upper portion of my improved stocking on a 
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larger scale than Fig. 1. 
In the specific form of stocking illustrated in the aconpanying drawings, there is pro 

vided the customary body portion 10, which 
differs in no essential particular from the 
body portion of an ordinary stocking. 
Formed integral with the stocking and sub stantially parallel to the upper edge 11 
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thereof, I provide two separate bands 12 
and 13, each of substantially the same di 
ameter as the upper portion of the stocking 
body. The band 12 is connected to the up 
per edge of the body of the stocking by op 
positely-disposed substantially vertical con 
necting portions 14 and 15, the former of 

which is at the front of the stocking, while 
the latter is at the rear. The upper band 13 
is connected to the first-mentioned band 12 
by oppositely-disposed vertically-extending 
connecting portions 16 and 17, but these two 
connecting portions are disposed alternately 
in respect to the connecting portions 14 and 
15, that is, the two connecting portions 16 
and 17 are at the sides of the stocking rather 
than at the front and at the back. The 
bands and connecting portions may be 
formed in any suitable manner, as, for in 
stance, by cutting away a portion of the 
material to leave substantially rectangular 
transverse slots separating the bands from 
each other and from the body, or the stock 
ing may be knitted directly in the form 
illustrated. . 
In the use of my improved stocking, the 

body of the stocking is drawn up so that it 
fits smoothly, and the upper bands are 
drawn upwardly, so as to slightly distort 
the material and cause the portions of the 
bands to assume diagonally-disposed posi 
tions. The opposite side portions of the 
band 12 will be drawn upwardly interme 
diate the two connecting portions 14 and 
15, and the front and backportions of the 
upper band will be drawn upwardly so that 
the front half of the band 13 lies in sub 
stantially the same diagonal plane as the 
back half of the band 12 and the back half 
of the band 13 lies in the same general di 
agonal plane as the front half of the band 
12. These two diagonal planes intersect at 
the connecting portions 16 and 17. The 
bands constitute gripping portions and the 
more the body of the stocking is pulled 
downwardly, the tighter these gripping 
portions will engage with the leg of the 
wearer, due to the diagonal distribution of 
the strain. The body of the stocking is di 
rectly supported at the front and at the rear 
rather than upon the sides as is common when separate garters are employed. The 
position of the foot in respect to the leg va 
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ries continually while walking and the va 
riation is far greater at the front and back 
than it is at the sides. Therefore, by sup 
porting the body of the stocking at the 
front and back, it is kept smooth and pre 
vented from sagging. . 
Only two bands are illustrated in the ac 

companying drawings, and each of these is 
connected to the other by only two verti cally-extending connecting portions, but it 
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is evident that any desired number of bands 
and any desired number of connecting por 
tions may be employed. 
In the above description and in the claims, 

I have employed the term “stocking', but 
I desire this term to be considered broadly 
to cover any fabric foot covering, as, for in 
stance, socks, hose, half-hose, and the like. 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent: 

1. A stocking having a band connected to 
the body of the stocking at diametrically op 
posite points and normally lying substan 
tially parallel to the upper edge of the body 
of the stocking, a portion of said band in 
termediate said points being extendible up 
wardly to grip the leg of the wearer and 
constitute stocking-Supporting members. 2. A stocking having an annular band 
connected to the body of the stocking by a 
plurality of connecting portions, said band 
normally lying in a single plane at substan 
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tially right angles to the general direction 
of the length of the stocking, the portions 
of said band intermediate said connecting 
portions being movable upwardly to each 
lie in a separate plane at an angle to the 
first-mentioned plane. 3. A stocking having an annular band 
connected to the body of the stocking by a 
plurality of connecting portions, and a sec 
ond annular band connected to the first 
mentioned band by a plurality of connect 
ing portions, the last-mentioned connecting , 
portions being secured to the first-mentioned 
band intermediate the first-mentioned con 
necting portions. 
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In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

GEORGE GRALIAM. 
Witnesses: 

CLAIR W. FAIRBANK, 
EveRARD B. MARSHALL. 


