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My invention relates to removable shoe pro 
tectors and has particular reference to an in 
expensive fabric shoe protector that may be emi 
ployed by painters and the like to prevent paint 
and other materials from falling on the shoes. 

I am aware that a large number of shoe pro 
tectors have been designed and patented, and 
from time to time these have had limited use. 
However, these prior devices have been so com 
plicated in construction that they are too ex 
pensive for widespread use, and the more sin 
ply constructed protectors have not been sat 
isfactory. For example, steel frames have been 
used on some protectors to maintain the shape 
and for attachment to the shoe, Others have 
required that nails be driven into the shoe to 
retain the protectors in place. Still others have 
employed spring clamps to hold the protector 
in place. 

I have discovered that by properly Selecting 
the fabric or other material, Sewing this ma 
terial with special reinforcements, and forming 
it to a selected shape, a very satisfactory shoe 
protector may be achieved that is inexpensive, 
devoid of spring frames and clamps and may 
be quickly applied to any type of shoe by simple 
tie cords. The result is a fairly rigid protector 
that permits the wearer to flex and bend his 
shoe, while the protector Will hinge above but 
will not bend. Maximum protection is afforded 
from paint and the like, without the discom 
fort of impeding the flexing of the shoes. 
The semi-rigid or rigid construction of my shoe 

protector makes possible the application thereon 
of advertising material, Such as for paint, paint 
brushes, and the like as is commonly applied 
to painters' caps. Because of the fact that the 
protector does not bend, this intelligence thus 
printed or applied remains legible at all times 
and therefore maintains its maximum adver 
tising value. 

It is a general object of my invention to pro 
wide an improved type of shoe protector. 
Another object of my invention is to provide 

an inexpensive and readily attachable shoe pro 
tector that can be quickly attached and quickly 
removed. 

Still another object is to provide a shoe pro 
tector that is semi-rigid in construction and per 
mits the shoe to flex underneath it. 

Still a further object is to provide a shoe pro 
tector that maintains its shape Without flexing 
and which has one or more panels thereon to 
receive advertising material. 
Other objects and advantages of my invention 
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Will be apparent in the following description and 
claim considered together with the accompany 
ing drawings forming an integral part of this 
specification, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred em 
bodiment of my shoe protector as applied to the 
Shoe and foot of a user; 

Fig. 2 is a Sectional view through the pro 
tector along the line II-II of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view of the 
protector of Fig. 1, and 

Fig. 4 is a side view on a reduced scale showing 
the action of my protector during flexing of the 
user's shoe. 

Referring to the drawings, my invention may 
be applied to a shoe O placed on a foot in 
cluding an ankle portion 2. My protector may 
be designated generally by the numeral 4 and 
may have the general shape of an inverted scoop. 
The protector accordingly may be described as 
having a body portion 5, an endwall f G, a hori 
ZOntal rim having substantially a U-shape, 
and a mouth portion 8 similar to an inverted 
U. The endWall 6 encloses the toe end of the 
shoe as illustrated in Fig. 4 and the rim 7 is 
closely adjacent to the edges of the sole of the 
shoe. 
The endwall 6 may be formed from a flat piece 

of material by forming a series of pleats or tucks 
9 to gather or pucker the material. This cre 

ates a box toe effect on the protector. 
The top part of the protector O (the bottom 

of the Scoop before inverting) may be provided 
With a longitudinal reinforcement or rib 2) Which 
may include a length of cording 2 retained in 
place by Sewing it as at 22 in a fold 23 of the 
body member 5. This rib 20 prevents trans 
verse bending folds or wrinkles from developing 
and should extend near the endwall 6 to cover 
the portion of the shoe that normally flexes or 
bends. 
The rim T is preferably reinforced as by a 

rib 24 to give it more stability of position and 
to retain the horizontal U-shape of the rim. 
This ribbing or welt may have a length of cord 
ing 25 Sewn into the material. Also this ribbing 
is important due to the action it imparts to the 
tie cord Securing means. Referring especially 
to Fig. 3, it will be noted that a tie tape 26 may 
be secured to the rim 7 adjacent to the mouth 
end 8 of the scoop shape. A similar cord or 
tape may be secured to the other side as illus 
trated at 26a in Fig. 4. 

If the tie tapes were secured precisely at the 
ends of the rim T, the welting or ribbing would 
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be pulled in by the tie cords and cause the rim 
to Snugly engage the edges of the shoe. The 
stiffening action of the ribbing is accentuated 
however, by spacing the tie cords Or tapes from 
the end of the rim to obtain the leverage effect 
of the rim ends being pulled against the shoe 
edges. This spacing may be as Small as 'A' and as 
great as 1% inches to obtain this leverage effect. 
If spaced much more than an inch from the end, 
the cords pass over the sole of the shoe and tend 
to be worn by abrasion and this constitutes the 
upper limit of Spacing. 
The tie cords may be crossed under the arch 

of the shoe to engage the Corner of the heel. On 
the opposite side from Which the cords are Se 
cured. They then may pass diagonally rear 
wardly to the back of the heel from whence they 
may be brought forwardly to tie in the front of 
the ankle as illustrated in FigS. 1 and 4. The 
crossing action under the arch together with the 
application of tension causes the protector to 
Snugly engage the shoe, preventing loose or pro 
truding ends that detract from appearance or 
cause tripping. These cords or tapes are quickly 
used and are much Superior to Snaps, buttons and 
hooks which must be adjusted to Shoes and feet 
of different Sizes. 
To use the protector of my invention, the 

wearer merely places the toe of his shoe on a 
chair, step or other convenient prominence, 
places the protector Over the toe, Crosses the tapes 
under the shoe arch, crosses them in back of the 
heel and ties then on the front of the ankle. 
No other fastener is required as the two tapes 
Secure the protector laterally of the foot as well 
aS lengthwise. There is no Snapping or placing 
of Special fasteners and the entire procedure is 
Simple and fast. The top of the mouth 8 is 
pulled by the cords against the Shoe. 

the top ribbing prevents the protector from 
bending and thus the original shape is main 
tained. If bending. Were to occur the front or 
box end 6 of the protector would eventually be 
bent upWardly So much that the shoe would not 
be adequately protected and in addition the ap 
pearance would be poor. This stiffening action 
of the rib is illustrated in Fig. 4 wherein it will be 
noted that the shoe. may freely flex and bend 
under - the protector, 
When the user's foot flexes as illustrated in 

iig. 4, the protector does not bend and instead 
hinges upwardly about the point where the top 
of the mouth 8 engages the shoes. Even for 
Snugly tied protectors, there will be some motion 
at this point at the region of the cords' attach 
Inent. The shoes thus freely bends and is pro 
tected all the While by the unbending protector. 
When the shoe again aSSunes a fiat position, the 
pull of the cords combined with the apex con 
tacting the ankle region returns the protector to 
the position of Fig. 1. 
The non-bending characteristic. of my protector 

nakes it desirable for the application of printed 
matter, Such as paint advertisements, identifica 
tion names, etc. Also by reference to Fig. 2 it 
will be noted that the body portion to the left 
of the rib 2 is greater than that to the right or 
inside of the foot. This is due to the fact that 
the panel covering the outer part of the shoe is 
larger than that covering the inner part since I 
prefer to make my protectors in right and left 
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4. 
pairs although a standard model could be de 
Signed for use on either foot. This therefore 
provides a wide panel that is Substantially flat, 
and there is illustrated in Fig. 1 the use of paint 
advertising on this flat panel. My protector ac 
COrdingly is very desirable as an advertising 
medium in much the Same Way as cloth caps used 
by painters. By employing my protector, a 
painter may wear any type of shoe he desires 
Since they will not become paint marked. 

I prefer at present to make my protector from 
a fabric material and have found that it 6 Army 
duck, also known as 22 OZ. duck, is quite Satisfac 
tory. This material is unsized and maintains its 
Stiffness indefinitely. This heavy weight mate 
rial shapes up well, especially around the tucks 
9. Also, it forms a major part of the strength 

of the top beading or ribbing or welting. Other 
materials would undoubtedly be satisfactory also. 
For example, various of the flexible but non 
pliant plastics would serve well; such as, unplas 
ticized vinyl chloride or other vinyl co-polymers. 
Dense, Strong cardboard of the type used for 
printing mats would likewise be satisfactory. 
Presumably also, the protector could be molded. 
For these reasons, I do not limit myself to the 
fabric material illustrated. 

I have used heavy paper Welting cord to form 
the top rib and for stiffening the bottom rim 7. 
While this is satisfactory other types could be 
used including coiled steel springs, vegetable fibre, 
cords, etc. Also the top rib and the bottom rim 
could be reinforced by means other than welting; 
for example, by Spring metal strips riveted to the 
material. 

I therefore include within the scope of the fol 
lowing claim all such modifications as come with 
in the true Spirit and scope of my invention. 

I claim: 
A protector adapted to be placed over a shoe 

comprising: a body member formed of stiff non 
pliant but flexible sheet material; permanent 
tucks Sewn therein to define a scoop shape having 
an end wall at the tucks and a mouth opposite 
the end wall; means for securing the protector 
Over a shoe; an outwardly disposed fold substan 
tially midway between the sides of the protector 
and extending from the end toe portion to near 
the open mouth end; and a cord member sewn 
Within the said fold so that the protector will not 
bend at its top portion during flexing of the shoe, 
the Seam which holds the cord member within 
the fold also holding the fold. 

KLAUS M. KEMP. 
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