Sept. 27, 1949. J. M. BAWDEN - 2,482,893

COIN TRAPPING GAME

Filed Feb. 6, 1947

a

15
!F

\
N
\

N

.

\fi”

§|lhmmnu AN

/7,

P ey

R

= )
»
=
e ———

Inventor

Jesse M. Bawden

By MMG’L

nillnsey B Joci




Patented Sept. 27, 1949

'UNITED

2,482,893

'STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,482,893
COIN TRAPPING GAME
. esse M. Bawden, Vallejo, Calif. ,
Appllcatlon February 6, 1947, Senal No. 726 868
(CL-273—138)

: 10 Clalms.

The present invention relates to the cl_ass. of
games and- has more particular reference to a
game of skill in which. the participants under-
take to trap descendmg coins in a- conﬁned body
of water. :

. More: specxﬁcally, the 1nvent1on appertams to
a device characterized by a transparent jar, con-
taining water, said:jar having a top provided
with coin slots through -which the . coins are
dropped, one .at a ‘time, to descend and to dart
haphazardly during the course of descent in the
water, means being provided for manual manipu-
lation from the exterior of the jar and said means
including a cup:which -is skillfully maneuvered
in the water m an. effort to. trap each .down-
dropping coin. :

In carrying out the pr1nc1ples of the mventlve
concept, I have contrived an ingenious.-and in-
triguing adaptation of devices permitting the cup
to be maneuvered ‘in diverse ways;. whereby to
enable the user to pilot same in the hopes of mak-
ing a perfect cateh of the:elusive: coin.

Another object of the invention. is. to provide
cup means immersed in the ‘body -of water, and
operating and controlling means therefor which
is .such’'as to permit:the cup to be moved in a
horizontal radial manner: from a-central axial
point, eausing the cup to move toward and from
the jar, additional means being provided where-
by the cup may be swung in circular paths, this
in ‘order to allow:same to be located at.such
points as is considered necessary to occupy -a po-
sition beneath the .descending coins.

“Other okjectsand advantages of the 1nvent10n
will become more readily apparent from the fol-
lowing descnptlon and the accompanymg illus-
trative drawings. " °

In the drawings, wherem like numerals are
employed- to deS1gnate like parts throuvhout the
views:

Figure 1l is a top ‘plan view. of a coin trapping
game constructed in accordance with.the prm-
mples of the present invention.

Figure 2:is a central vertical sectional view
taken on the plane of the line 2---2 of Flgure 1,
lookmg in the ‘direction of the-arrows, @ _:

<Figure 3 is a horizontal sectlon on the plane
of the line 3—=3:of Figure 2."
~ Figure 4 Jisi g fragmentary perspectwe v1ew
showmg a central mechanical: movement: :

“Figure 5 is:a fragmentary sectional elevatlonal
view taken approximately on the plane of the ir=
regular line §—5 of Figure 3. ’

‘Figure "6. is .a fragmentary perspectxve view
sh'owirig' a ‘modified phase of :the finventioh in
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which the coin trapping cup is tiltably mounted
for dumping the coms when completely charged
with same. - -

- Referring now-to the drawings by distinguish-
ing numerals, it-will be seen that the jar or
equivalent container is denoted by -the numeral
1. This is preferably of transparent material and
of sufficient :capacity ‘to contain seven or eight
gallons ‘of clear water. A suitable closure § is
provided at the top-and this is, in turn, provided
with a multiplicity of slots:9 located at different
points and of different sizes: to. permit coins of
different  denominations to be ‘inserted and
dropped -into the body ‘of water. It is: obvious
that when a coin is dropped into the water, it
will dart-indeterminately ‘during the period of
gravitation to the bottom of the jar, Because of
this, coin trapping means is needed to cope with
the srtuatron It follows that the coin trapping
means herein:shown: and- described is somewhat
universal in- character thrs in order to aptly ful-
fill requirements; - -

‘The means chosen to accomplish the des1red
ends comprises a-coin trapping cup (0 of suitable
shape-and size. ‘The ohe shown:is “substantially
frusto-conical in--form, . It is-mounted on the
outer end of an-adjusting- and: maneuvering arm
t{. The arm is provided with rack teeth (2 and
is slidably mounted in:slots i3 provided therefor
in the lower:.end portion of a vertical axially
mounted cylinder -14. The cylinder is suitably
mounted-in the central-portion of the cover and
depends into the water; terminating short of the
bottom of the jar. ‘The arm {1t is-therefore con-
fined to.a position in the lower region of the jar.
The cylinder-serves: also to- -accommodate a-cen-
tral rotatably. mounted vertical -shaft 5. The
lower end-portion of the shaft is provided with a
cog-16 whose teeth mesh ‘with the rack teeth (2.
The upper end of the shaft-extends above the
cover-and is -provided with a pilot wheel {7 hav-
ing handles: 18 attached to a hub 9 which is se-
cured.to the shaft. -A second pilot or steering
wheel 20 is also provided and this includes radial
circumferentially spaced handles or grips 21 con-
nected to'a.hub 22 which is; in turn, keyed or
secured-to the rotatably mounted cylinder 14, Tt
is-'obvious; therefore; that by operating the pilot
wheel 20,-the entire assembly is turned, as a. unit.
This step-in’ the operation of the device, permits
the 'arm {(-and cup 19 to swing in a horizontal
plane and through selected orbital paths;-

Tt is -obvious;too, that in . addition to piloting
the cup in-circular: fashion, it: may be radially
adjusted, that is, toward and fromthe jar and
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cylinder, this result being obtainable by manipu-
lating the pilot wheel (1. Thus, the cup is
piloted in and out, so to speak, while it is swung
arcuately and in a horizontal plane, this in an
obvious manner.

In practice, coins are dropped through select-
ed slots 9 in the top 8, and are allowed to descend
through the water to the bottom of the jar or
other container. The participant dropping the
coin then maneuvers and manipulates the trap-
ping cup 19, depending on his particular skill, in
a manner to trap the coin in the cup.

With this apparatus, a player can go on 4
“fishing expedition” which proves to be not only

highly amusing but involves skill beyond ordi-.
The “cup-casting” steps are cleverly -

nariness.
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2. In a game device of the class described, a jar
adapted to be filled with water, said jar having a
slotted cover, a cylinder vertically mounted for
rotation on said cover.and depending into said
jar, a projectible and retractible arm adjustably
mounted on and at right angles to the inner end
portion of the cylinder, manually controlled
means in said cylinder for projecting and re-
tracting said arm, said means being operable
from the extetior of said jar, and a cup fixed on
said arm.
3. In a game device of the class described, a

“container adapted to be filled with water, said

attained by wheeling and steeling thecupto land:

the catch. These results are touched upon, mere-

ly in passing, to give insight into commercial
aspects such as invariably “sell” the game almost
at once. c C-

‘Obwviously, :such Tules and regulations may be
prescribed in utilizing a game of this type, but
inasmuch as said rules vary, it is evident that no
point ‘will e served by describing any particu-
lar 'set of rules here. B : "

Reference is had now to ‘the modified .struc-
toral aspect of the invention. This is shown in
Figure 6 wherein it will be observed that the
horizontal projectible ‘and retractible rack arm is
denoted by the numeral 14a. "The coin trapping
cup ‘or receptaele is indicated at 10a and in the
instant situation it is hingedly mounted as at
24 and 2 ‘spring is associated with the cup, arm
and hinge in orter to return-the cupto a normal
horizontal coin receiving position as seen ‘in full
Yines. The hinge and spring mesns, however,
permits the cup to be tilted to the dotted line
position’ also shown in the same figure, ‘this for
purposes -of dumping coins from the cup when it
becomies -‘overfull, The rack arm lda is slidably
mounted in slots in the vertical rotary cylinder
14 and the rack tetth engage the pinion f6a on
the shaft 15¢ within ‘the confines of the cylinder
13q. The only other part to mention is the stop
pin 26 which is carried fixedly by the cylinder.
This pin projects outwardly as shown and hence
by retracting the arm and cup, when the cup
comes into contact with the stop pin, the cup is

obviously tifted to the dotted line position as

shown. - The coins are dumped and then the cup
is Sufficiently emptied to effectively serve as a
trapping and accounting receptacle. :

A careful consideration of the foregoing de-
seription in -conjunction with the invention as
illustrated in the drawings will enable the reader
to obtain a clear understanding and impression
of ‘the allesed features-of merit und novelty suffi-
cient to clarify the construction of the invention
as hereinafter claimed. sl :

‘Minor changes in shape, size, materials and re-
arrangement ‘of parts may be resorted to in ac-
tual practice 'so long-as no deparature is made
from the invention as claimed. o

What is claimned ‘a5 new is:

1. A game device «of the ‘class described com-
prising a -cemtainer afapted to be filled with
water, a coin trapping cup, a supporting arm for
said cup, and means ‘operable Trom ‘the exterior
of the container and adapted to swing the cup,
in 'a horizontal plane, through predetermined
arcuate paths in said container, and additional
means for projecting and retracting the arm and
cup iradially toward -and from the axial. center
of said contaimer. - - S s
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contaiter having a slotted cover, a cylinder
mounted for rotation on said cover and depend-
iig into ®uid container, an arm carried by the

inner end portion -of the cylinder and a cup on

said arm, said arm being adjustably mounted in
s4id eylinder to permit the cup to be moved to-
ward and from the cylinder.

4. A tdin ‘trapping wame of the class described
comprising = ‘container wdapted to be filled with
water, said container being provided with a cover
and -said cover having :«coin slots, a vertical cen-
trally disposed shaft mounted for rotation in said
contaimer, % <cub, a supporting arm for said cup,
supporting means for adjustably mounting said
arm, said ‘arm having rack teeth, said shaft be-
ing provided with a pinion and said pinion hav-
ing its feeth in mesh with said rack teeth.

5. Tn @ game device of the class described, a
container ;adapted o ‘be filled with water, a coin
trapping cup, & pilot wheel en the exterior of the
container, an .operating connection between the
pilot wheel and ‘cup serving to- radially adjust
the cup toward and from the interior surface -of
the jar, and 2 second pilot wheel, and an operat-
ing connection between the second wheel and
cup for swinging the cup in a horizontal plane
through predetermined «circular paths.

6. A game device of the wlass ‘described com-
prising a ‘container gdapted to be filled with
water, said container having a -cover and said
cover having c6in slots, an axially and vertically
disposed -cylinder ‘mounted for rotation in the
central portioh of suid cover ‘and depending into
said container, 2 horizontal armslidably mounted
on the lower end portion’ of said cylinder, a cup
mounted on the outer end of said arm, a pilod
wheel attached ‘to -the upper end of said cylin-
der, saitl pitet wheel being disposed exterjorly of
the cover.

7. A game ‘device of the class described com-
prising @ “container adapted to be filled with
water, said contaimer having a -cover and said
cover having coth slots, an axially and vertically
disposed cylinder mounted for rotation in the
central portion of said cover and depending into
ga1d container, a horizotital:arm slidably mount-
ed on the lower end portion of said cylinder, a
tup mounted on the wuber end of said arm, a
pilot wheel attached to the upper end of said
cylinder, said pilot wheel being disposed ex-
teriorly of ithe cover, m $haft mounted for rota-
tion in said cylinder, s®id -shaft being provided
at its lower end with a pinion, said arm having
rack teeth and said pinion being engageable with
said teeth, said shaft extending .above the cylin-
der, and ‘a secend ‘pilot wheel connected to the
upper etrd-of the shaft.

8. A game device of the class described com-
prising a containmer adapted to be filled with
water, said containetr hawing ‘a cover, & cylinder
mounted :for rotation in said ‘cover ‘and depend-
ing into said contwiner, an arm wcarried by the
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inner end portion of said cylinder, and a cup
mounted on the outer end of said arm.

9. A game device of the class described com-
prising a container adapted to be filled with
water, said container having a cover, a cylinder
mounted for rotation in said cover and depending
into said container, a horizontal arm carried by
the inner end portion of said cylinder, a spring
returned normally upright cup hingedly mounted
on the oufer end portion of said arm whereby to
permit the cup to be tilted outwardly and down-
wardly for dumping and then returned, by said
spring to its regular upright coin receiving posi-
tion.

10. A game device of the class described com-
priisng a contfainer adapted to be filled with
water, said container having a cover, a cylinder
mounted for rotation in said cover and depend-
ing vertically into said container, a horizontally
disposed arm slidably mounted in the inner end
portion of said cylinder, manually controllable
actuating means mounted essentially in said
cylinder and operatively connected with and for
sliding said arm, a cup mounted on the outer end
of said arm, said cup being hingedly mounted
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spring means co-acting with said arm and cup
and serving to normally hold said cup in an up-
right coin receiving position and also to permit
the cup to be tilted outwardly and downwardly
and then automatically returned to its regular
upright position by said spring, and a dumping
pin fixedly mounted on and projected horizon-
tally and radially from said cylinder, said pin be-
ing in a plane above and parallel to said arm and
said cup being in a plane with said pin and the
latter in the path of movement of said cup so
that by bringing the cup into engagement with
the pin, the cup is thus forcibly tilted and the
coins dumped therefrom.
JESSE M. BAWDEN.
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