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To all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that I, Curtis McPIKE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Wabash,
in the county of Wabash and State of In-
diana, have invented certain new and useful
Lmprovements in Document-Files, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact speci-
fication.

My invention relates to that class of docu-
ment-files designed for filing documents on
end in a compact form, and which usually
comprises a holder or drawer adapted to be
inserted into the cabinet and having side
bars or rails, between which the documents
are placed and upon which is supported the
follower and follower-clamping means for
supporting and compressing the documents
in a compact form against the front of the
drawer or holder; and my invention has for
its primary object to provide an improved
and inexpensive form of follower and clamp-
ing means for files of this character.

The invention consists in certain features
of novelty by which these objects are accom-
plished, hereinafter described, with reference
to the accompanying drawings, and more
particularly pointed out in the claims.

In the said drawings, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of my improved document-file,
showing the follower-clamps unlocked. Iig.
2 is a rear elevation showing one clamp
locked and the other unlocked; and Fig. 3 is
an enlarged detail view of a clamp which 1s
typical of both clamps, showing it locked in
fuil and unlocked in dotted lines.

The drawer or holder before referred to
comprises a front 1, a bottom 2, and side
rails 3 4, which have their forward ends se-
cured in the back of the front 1 and their
lower ends turned downwardly and secured
in the bottom 2. These rails constitute the
means for supporting the documents at the
sides and also supporting and guiding a fol-
lower 5, which is preferably composed of a
single piece of sheet metal having a perfo-
rated lug 6 at one side through which the
rail 4 passes and a return-bend or U-shaped
member 7 at the other side having a perfora-
tion registering with a perforation in the fol-
lower 5 for the passage of the other rail 3.
This return-bend or double portion 7 consti-
tutes an extended bearing and forms a guide
for the follower, whereby it may be readily
slid along the rails without binding. Pivoted

adjacent to each of the members 6 7 and In-
wardly therefrom is a locking-cam 8, having

an operating-lever 9 and thumb-pieces 10 so
pivoted on the follower 5 and related to the
rails 3 4, respectively, that when the thumb-
pieces 10 are forced toward each other or in-
wardly the cams bind against the rails 3 4,
respectively, and hold the follower against
movement, and when the thumb-pieces 10
are thrown outwardly the cams release their
respective rails, allowing the follower to
slide. It will also be seen that when the fol-
lower is rigidly locked on the rails the levers
9 and thumb-pieces 10 are wholly within the
dimensions of the front 1, and consequently
do not interfere at that time with the inser-
tion of the drawer into the cabinet; but un-
less the levers are properly locked they over-
hang the rails 3 4 and project across the
planes of movement of the edges of the front
1,and consequently would prevent the drawer
from being inserted.
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Having thus desceribed my invention, what -
o o )

I claim as new therein, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a document-file the combination
with a drawer having side rails, of a follower
having a perforation at one side for the pas-
sage of one of said rails and a downwardly-
extending return-bend at the other side
formed integrally therewith and having a
perforation therein registering with a perfo-
ration in the follower for the passage of the
other of said rails, and locking-cams pivoted
to the follower adjacent to said rails, for im-
pinging the latter, and having operating-
levers.

2. In a document-file the combination of a
drawer provided with side rails, a follower
having a perforation at one side for the pas-
sage of one of said rails and a return-bend at
the other side having a perforation therein
registering with a perforation in the follower
for the passage of the other of said rails,
locking-cams pivoted to said follower adja-
cent to said rails, and upwardly-extending
levers on said cams respectively, said cams
and levers being so formed that when the
levers are turned outwardly across the rails
the follower will be unlocked and when
turned inwardly will be locked.

3. In a document-file holder, the combina-
tion of a drawer comprising a front, a bottom
and side rails, a follower having perforations
in its sides for the passage of said rails, cams
pivoted to the follower and adapted to en-
gage the rails and levers on the cams, said
cams and levers having a pivotal movement
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transverse to the movement of the follower,
the free ends of said levers being adapted to
project beyond the sides of the follower to
form obstructing projections when the cams
are out of engagement with the rails.

4. In a document-file, the combination of
a drawer comprising a front, a bottom and |
side rails, a follower having a perforation at |
one side for the passage of one of said rails, a
portion of the other side of the follower be-
ing bent to form a substantially U-shaped

839,625

portion, the walls of said portion being pro-
vided with registering apertures for the pas-
sage of said rails, and a cam pivoted to the
follower adjacent to and adapted to engage
therail between the wallsof the said U-shaped
portion. '

CURTIS McPIKE.

- Witnesses:
J. D. CoNNER, Jr.,
C. T. CoNNER.
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