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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, NAPOLEoN LEAIAIRE, 

of Taunton, in the county of Bristol and 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, have in 
vented an Improved Picker-Strap for Looms, 
of which the following is a specification. 
The objects attained by lay invention are 

(1) the increased facility of attaching and 
detaching the cushion described in my Pat 
ent it;48,150, of Apr. 24, 1900, (2) lessea 
ing the liability of said cushion being dis 
placed by loosening of the bolt at its lower 
end, (3) eliminating aii possibility of vi'in 
king of said cushion, (4) increased stability 
of the cushion-holder, (5) increased ense and elasticity of operation. . . 
My invention consists in the novel con 

struction and arrangement of parts, as set 
forth in the following description reference 
being had to the drawings appended hereto, 
in which similar characters refer to corre 
sponding parts in a the figures. 

figure 1 is a side elevation of one form of my improved picker-strap, and Fig. 2 is a 
top pian view of the same. Fig. 3 is an 
enlarged side elevation of the cushion-holder 
in Fig. 1 and Fig. 4 is an end elevation of 

the same. Fig. 5 is a side elevation of an 
other form of my invention and fig. 6 is a 
top plan view of the same. Fig. 7 is an 
end elevation of the cushion carrier in Figs. 
5 and 6. 

in Fig. 1, A and A.represent two strips 
or wires, (preferably steel, although wood or 
other suitable substance may be used, alone 
ei in combination, upon one end of which 
is secured a hub B, lined with a bushing of 
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leather, pulp or other suitabie materia i 
adapted to deaden impact. Thro igh liais 
hub extends an axle D, which may be ias 
tened in any convenient way to the picker 
shaft of a loom. The purpose of the bush 
ing C is to deaden the impact of members 
Band D upon each other, and thus increase 
the elasticity and smoothness of running and 
decrease noise, in Figs. 5 and 6, a similar 
object is attained by bolting a cylindrical 
block of leather, or other suitable material 
represented by E. between the ends of strips 
A and A' by bolt F, block E acting as an 
axle for eye G on arm H, which is fastened 
to the picker-shaft of the loon. At the op 
posite ends of strips A and A is a clishion 
holder J, preferably made in the form here 

55 inafter described, and may either be cast in 

stick 
there is no bolt and nut securing cashion is 

one piece or stamped from sheet metal and riveted together... 
In Fig. 3, being an enlarged form of in 

Fig. 1, 1 is the body of the cushion-holder, 
having a shoulder 2 integral there with, pro 
jectilag from the concaveside of i and hav 
iing its top and bottom flat. A screw-oli, 
passes vertically through this shoulder, so 
placed that its square head 4 has one side 
resting in parallelism against the wall of i, 
so that head 4 cannot revolve. Frca the 
top of 1 project lateraliy iugs 5, notched 
underneath at 6 and from tile hottom of 
are corresponding lugs similarly notched 
at 8, the space between lugs 5 and being 
just sufficient to allow the passage there. 
through of strips A and A. Froin one of 
lugs an a rim $ extends downward being 
bent at right angles at 10 and ihaving a 
horizontai pin 11. 

Between the outer end of pin li and the 
lug 7 nearest it is a space suicient to aiiovy 
the passage of a strip of leather, (see ..., 
Fig. i.) which forms the cushion of the 
picker-strap. By means of this const 
tion, I have greatly increased the fac 
with which the cushion-strips is can be a 3 
tached or detached, as as that need be dions 
now when attaching the cushion is to logi 
strip of leather and slide it around pin. ii., 
and then fasten the ends of it to the picker 

ii. In my present invention, aiso, 
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to holder J to iar loose and thus et cushion 
K become displaced. Still another advan 
tage accruing from forning cashigi E. by 
passing a single strap arolid a pin is lessein 
ing the liability of Yrinkling the cushion. 
in the course of log service, the layer of 
cushion next the picker-stick is roiled out So 
that it becomes longer than the layers be 
hind it, and since, in my foigner invention, 
both ends of the cushion were fixed by boits 
or screws, the layer nearest, the picker-stick 
would wrinkle and buckle up, but by my in 
proved method this uneven lengthening is 
provided for, as the strip of leather is is free. 
to move on pin ii. The lower surface of 1 
is cut obliquely, as at 12, to allow cushion K 
to lie sugly against the convex surface of 
hoider J. A fiat camp i3, with ends bent 
down to embrace the top of strips A' and A 
is pierced by bolt 8 and is clamped onic 
strips A', and A* 
raising shoulder 2 and so tilting cushi 
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by tightening nut 14, this 
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of A (see Fig. 7), so that plate 19 is held 

is 

holder J that lugs bite into the under side . 
and lugs 5 into the upper side of strips A' 
and A. All danger of the carrier J slip 
ping laterally or rotatably on strips A and 
A° is thus obviated. The cushion K, of 
leather or other suitable material, is looped 
around pin. 11, in the manner shown in Fig. 
1, so that two thicknesses thereof pass up 
ward between the convex side of holder J 
and picker-stick L, the ends of K being 
fastened to L by a screw Mor similar means. 
A different form of cushion-holder, em 

bodying the same advantages, is shown in 
Fig. 5,in which strips A' and A are slotted, 
as at N and a cushion-carrier P is slidably 
mounted therein, thus affording oppor 
tunity of adjusting the picker-stick at will. 
Cushion-holder P, see Fig. 7, consists of a 
block of leather, wood, or other suitable ma 
terial, 15, inserted between A' and A', 
through which passes a bolt 16, having on 
one end a nut 17 and on the other a broad 
head 18. Between head 18 and strip A a 
plate 19 is securely clamped by tightening 
nut 17. Plate 19 has at its lower end a hori 
zontal pin 20 fixed thereto, similar to and 
for the same purpose as pin 11 in Figs, 3 
and 4. Plate 19 has a horizontal extension 
or lug 21 at its top, which extends over 
and snugly fits the upper surface of strip 
A', and a similar lug 22 engages the bottom 
fixed at the proper angle to strip A', and at 
the same time kept from sliding in slots N 
by tightening nut 17. This form of carrier 
is designed to afford additional cushioning 
where the picker-stick strikes the picker 
strap, thus insuring great ease and clas 
ticity of operation. o 
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An alternative method of regulating the 
length of the picker-strap is shown in Figs. 
5 and 6. Between the ends of A and A 
is inserted one end of a flat plate A, in 
which there is a longitudinal slot S having 
escalloped edges T, and its other end is 
fastened by bolt R between strips A and 
A”, which fol'n a continuation of the picker 
strap. Bolt W passes through holes in the 
ends of strips A and A and through slot 
S. enmeshing in the escallops T, and thus 
when nut Y is tightened, all possibility of 
slipping is eliminated. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letter's 
Patent is, -- 

1. in combination, a picker strap colm 
posed of strips comprising a frame, a car 
rier mounted thereon, a pin having one end 
free attached to said carrier and lying below 
and transversely to said strips, a picker 
stick, and a strip of material looped around 
said pin, passing double between the carrier 
and the pickelstick and fastened to said 
picker stick, as and for the purpose de 
scribed. 

2. In a picker strap, the combination of 
strips comprising a frame, a cushion holder, 
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having a shoulder integral therewith, slid: 
ably mounted on said frame by means of 
lugs, and a clamp having for members said 
shoulder, a plate resting upon said frame, 
and a bolt and nut connecting said shoulder 
and plate, as and for the purpose described. 

NAPOLEON EMAIRE 
Witnesses: 

BENJAMIN . WooD, 
HARRY K. Pooi. 
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