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3 Claims. 

The invention relates to card indexes, espe 
cially adapted for use with telephones and the 
like: 
The object of the invention is to provide an 

improved construction and assembly of elements 
Whereby the index cards may be properly sup 
ported and manipulated for the purpose as de 
Scribed. 

In other Words, the invention comprises a 
number of specific features, all Contributing in 
providing an improved index device Capable of 
hard and constant use without deterioration, hav 
ing means for the quick and facile assembly and 
changing, as required, the pack or certain cards 
therein. 

For example, the case is so constructed and 
proportioned relatively to the cards as to secure 
in assembling the cards: therein, the automatic 
alinement of the pivot holes. 
The margins of the pivot holes in the cards are 

provided with metal grommets thereby providing 
an armor to prevent fraying of the hole margins 
and also to utilize the flanges as bearing faces 
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between the cards adjacent the pivot. 
The pivot holes in the cards are of diameter 

Substantially greater than the diameter of the 
pivot, to facilitate the insertion of the pivot 
through the alined openings, and also to facili 
tate the manipulation of the cards. 

The-invention comprises the assembly of differ 
ent sets of cards, correspondingly indexed, one 
Set back of another and the same indicia tabs 
of one set, registering respectively with those of 
the other 
The pivot for supporting the cards, comprises 

an interiorly threaded sleeve passing through the 
Opposite parallel Walls of the case from the outer 
face of one to the outerface of the other, serving 
as, an efficient bearing and also contributing to 
the stability of the case. 
The invention also comprises improved clamp 

ing means for Securing the case to the telephone, 
including two pivoted members having comple 
mentary. recesses conforming to the contour of 
the telephone-part engaged. 
The clamp. is so associated relatively to the 

Case and to...the-telephone: as to maintain the case 
inclined to the perpendicular to facilitate: the 
manipulation of the cards, and also to bring the 
required card into better position for reading. 
The: invention includes the conforming of the 

Complementary recesses relatively to the tele 
phone as to secure. the case in exact position. With 
respect to the telephone, 

(C. 40-10.5) 
All of said features of improvement COOperat 

ing and contributing to render the device strong 
and durable in use, simple and inexpensive to 
construct, and adapted for manipulation with 
accuracy and requiring a minimum of effort. 

Referring to the drawing which illustrates, 
merely by way of example, a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention: - 

Fig. i is a view in perspective, with one card 
displayed. 

Fig. 2 is a Sectional 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is an under-side view showing the clamp 
ing elements folded for packing. 

Fig. 4 is a top plan view, with cards removed. 
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary detail in elevation of 

a card showing the pivot hole and the grommet, 
On an enlarged scale. . . . . 

Fig. 5a is a fragmentary section of same on a 
Still larger Scale. v. 

Fig. 6 is a detail showing the construction of 
the pivot on an enlarged scale. 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary section showing the 
clamping elements engaging the telephone. 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary view in perspective 
showing the arrangement of the cards when indi 
Cating Subjects in different classes. 
Similar numerals refer to similar parts through 

out the several views. 
In the example illustrated in the drawing, the 

casing or cardholder if comprises front and rear 
parallel walls 2 and 3, a bottom wall. 4 and 

elevation on line 2, 2 of 

one end Wall 5, the other end of the casing and 
the top being entirely open. The bottom wall 4 
carries an extension 6 which projects beyond 
the margins of the front and rear parallel walls 
at the Open end of the casing. The said front 
and rear Walls of the casing. are spaced apart 
Sufficiently to receive, with a loose fit, the pack 
of index cards which it is desired to use. . . 
The front and rear walls 2 and 3 are pro 

Vided with registering holes T at the lower right 
hand corner of said walls as shown in Fig. 4. 
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These holes f7 are of size to receive with a fair 
ly close movable fit the interiorly, threaded sleeve 
pivot 8. This pivot is provided with a fiat head 
9 at one end adapted to rest against the outer 

face of the front wall 2, while the open end 20 
of the sleeve. 8 is approximately flush with the 
Outside Surface or face of rear wall 3. A screw 
8' is threaded into the open end 20 of Sleeve 8 
With its head resting upon the Outer face of rear 
Wall 3. The index cards 2 are each provided 
at their lower right hand corner with holes. 22, 
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2 
adapted to register with the holes 7 in the front 
and rear walls of the case, when said cards are in 
closed or normal position within the case. These 
holes, which are reinforced with grommets 23, 
are substantially larger in diameter than the out 
side diameter of the pivot sleeve 8, so that there 
may be considerable play of the cards upon the 
Supporting pivot. These grommets 23 are prefer 
ably of metal with substantial flanges 24 Sur 
rounding the holes 22 and resting upon the op 
posite faces of each card. These grommets Serve. 
as efficient reinforcements of the cards in their 
engagement with the pivot sleeve 8, and also 
serve as bearings between adjacent cards, caus 
ing a slight separation of the adjacent faces of 
the cards for a slight area, Surrounding said 
grommets. This prevents the sticking together 
of the cards in close proximity with the pivot 
sleeve, while not interfering with a desirable slight 
friction engagement of adjacent card faces or Sur 
faces at areas more remote from said pivot, as will 
be explained later on. 
By providing the holes 22 of the cards of great 

er diameter than that of the pivot 8, and by 
using the reinforcing and protecting grommets 23, 
extremely useful purposes are served. One pur 
pose is to facilitate the assembly and changing of 
cards in the case. For example, when it is de 
sired to assemble the pack of cards, or to remove 
or change a card or cards in the case, the pivot is 
Withdrawn and the pack of cards is inserted in 
the case and all pushed against the end wall, 5, 
While the pack is resting upon the bottom wall f4. 
This operation automatically brings the holes of 
the entire pack in register with each other and 
also in register with holes in the front and rear 
walls of the case, so that the pivot f8 may read 
ily be inserted. By having the holes larger than 
the pivot a sufficient play of the card upon the 
pivot is provided to permit the card being shifted 
from its initial position, in close engagement with 
the end wall, to permit turning the card to open 
position, there is less likelihood of the pivot being 
obstructed in its insertion. By the protection of 
the margins of the holes in the cards, afforded by 
the grommets, the fraying of said margins, by 
the engagement therewith by the end of the pivot 
sleeve when pushed into operative position, is en 
tirely prevented. The adjacent grommet flanges 
forming bearing faces between the cards and thus 
take a large part of the wear from the cards, 
which would naturally result from long continued 
manipulation. 
As a preferred arrangement of the index cards, 

the pack is composed of different sets, for example, 
one may be for the names and telephone num 
bers of business persons and firms, while another 
may be a social list, etc. Each set is provided 
With the usual tabs carrying the necessary letters 
or other indicia. The letter or insignia of one set 
are directly in front of same insignia, respectively, 
of the other set, so that the insignia of the front 
Set, which is in full view, serves in the manipula 
tion of a card in the set to the rear of the front 
Set. 

In accordance with the present example, the 
case is connected to and supported by the tele 
phone by means of two clamping members 25. 
These clamping members 25 are pivotally secured 
to the bottom Wall 4 by the sleeve-pivots 26, each 
provided with a head 27 at one end and open and 
interiorly threaded at the other end for coopera 
tion with the screws 28. The adjacent faces of 
these clamping members are provided with com 
plementary recesses 29, shaped to fit the neck of 

2,080,995 
the telephone instrument, with which it is to be 
used. In some types of telephones a bead or ridge 
is formed on the neck of the telephone just be 
low the cradle, in such case an interior circum 
ferential groove 30 is provided in the recesses 29 
to receive said bead or ridge. In other types, the 
neck is oval in cross-section, instead of circular. 
In which case the clamping elements are corre 
spondingly shaped to secure the case in proper 
alinement. 
The clamping elements 25 are held in clamping 

position by the bolt 3 passing transversely 
through the two clamping members between said 
receiving recesses 29 and the pivots 26. 
The bolt 3 may comprise an interiorly threaded 

sleeve With a head at one end and a COOperating 
screw 32, similar to the pivot formations 8 and 
8’ and 26 and 28. The heads of the sleeves and 

cooperating screws may be made thin to lie flat 
upon the surfaces with which they cooperate, or 
recesses may be counter-sunk in Said Surface to 
receive said heads, as shown in Fig 2. 
The clamping members are pivoted, at the mid 

dle part of their ends remote from the recessed 
ends, to the bottom wall 4 near the middle line 
of Said Wall. The adjacent corners 33 are rounded 
or formed in arcs of circles of which the pivots 
26 are the centers. This permits the securing of 
the clamping members to the wall 4 in close 
longitudinal relationship without hindering their 
pivoted pivotal movement into and out of the 
clamping position. When the device is to be 
packed for Shipping, these clamping members 
may be brought into position in allinement with 
the bottom of the case, as shown in Fig. 3. 
The upper Surface of the rear or pivot-end of 

each clamp is preferably inclined to the main body 
of the clamp, as at 34, and the axis of the pivot 
26 is correspondingly inclined, so that, when the 
case is pivotally connected to this surface 34, the 
case is permanently tilted or inclined slightly 
from the perpendicular, as shown in Fig. 2. As 
a result of this arrangement the cards, when 
displayed, are at a better angle for reading by the 
operator, and also in this position, the cards rest 
slightly one upon another, which tends to create 
a slight friction for maintaining all the other 
cards in the case When one is being manipulated. 
What We claim is:- 
1. In a card index, the combination of a pack 

of index cards and a case for holding the same, 
having parallel side walls, a bottom wall and one 
end wall, the other end and the top of the case 
being open, the side walls having at their lower 
corners near the open end, oppositely disposed 
pivot-holes, a pivot extending from one side wall 
to the other and fitting Snugly in said pivot holes, 
the cards having corresponding pivot holes of 
Substantially greater diameter than that of the 
pivot, adapted automatically to register with the 
wall holes when the pack, resting upon the bot 
tom of the case, is pushed into initial position 
against the end Wall and adapted to provide suf 
ficient play of the cards upon the pivot to permit 
turning the cards from said initial position. 

2. In a card index, the combination of a pack of 
index cards and a case for holding the same, open 
at the top and at One end, a pivot near the lower 
open end for Securing the cards, clamping mem 
bers pivotally secured to the bottom of the case 
having complementary recesses for embracing a 
telephone part and means for Securing same in 
clamping position, Said clamping members hav 
ing inclined surfaces for engaging the bottom 
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of the case for permanently holding the case in 
clined to the perpendicular. 

3. In a card index, the combination of a pack 
of index cards, and a case for holding the same, 
open at the top and at One end, a pivot near the 
lower open end for Securing the cards, clamping 
members pivotally Secured to the bottom of the 
case, said clamping members having inclined 

faces engaging said bottom, with pivots corre 
spondingly inclined to the main body of the said 
member, for securing a required and definite in 
clination of the case and means for securing the 
clamping members in clamping position. 

DAVID BAKER, 
DAVID BAKER, JR. 


