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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

MICHAEL J. SULLIVAN, OF KANSAS CITY, MISSOURL

ORDER-INDICATOR FOR TRAINMEN.

Application filed February 3, 1916, Serial No. 76,035. »

7o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Mrcmaen J. Sunii-
VAN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Kansas City, in the county of Jackson
and State of Missouri, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Order-In-
dicators for Trainmen, of which the follow-
ing is a specification. v

My invention relates to order signals for

s trainmen, and my object is to provide a

simple and inexpensive device of this char-
acter to remind the trainmen on steam and
intertirban electric roads of orders to be
executed at and between stations, so that
accidents due to overlooking written or
verbal orders may be avoided. ’ ,

In the accompanying drawing which il-
lustrates one embodiment of the invention:

Figure 1 is an elevation of -the device
ready for use. .

Fig. 2 is an irregular horizontal section,
enlarged, on line JI—IT of Fig. 1.

Fig. 8 is a broken vertical section, en-
larged, on line TIT—IIT of Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is a detail horizontal section on
line IV of Fig. 1.

In carrying out the invention, I employ
a back plate 1, provided at its front side
with a plurality of horizontal slide-ways 2,
each of which is supplied with a slide 3
having an upturned end 4, whereby it may
be grasped and slid from one end of its re-
spective slideway to the other. Each slide-
way is reliably held in either position by a
defent 5, formed therein and adapted to

engage either of the recesses 6 in the back

plate 1. The list of stations and their re-
spective distances from the starting point
are inscribed on the slides 3.

Red or other colored signals 7 are painted
or otherwise applied to the back plate 1 and
adapted to be covered by the slides 3 when
the - same occupy their normal position,
which in the present instance is at the right
side of the back plate 1. When the train-
men are to execute an order, at say the sta-
tion named “Edgecomb” the slide 3 repre-
senting said station is moved to the left side
of the back plate and uncovers the underly-
ing signal 7, Fig. 1, and acts as a reminder
that an order is to be executed at said station.

As trainmen frequently have orders to
execute between stations, such, for instance,
as running slowly over a bridge or a cer-
tain section of the track, T provide signals
8 s g reminder of said orders. Said signals
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8 are arranged opposite the spaces between
the slides 8, and are rotatably-mounted upon
a rod 9 extending through slots 10 in lugs
11 projecting forwardly from the back plate
1. ~Coil springs 12 interposed between the
rod 9 and the forward ends of the respective
slots 10, normally hold the signals 8 flatly

against the back plate 1 to prevent.said sig-

nals 8 from accidentally rotating on the rod
9. One side of each signal 8 is, preferably,
white to indicate clear position, while its

~opposite side is red or other suitable color

to act as a reminder that an order is to be -

executed between the two opposite stations.
In order to turn a signal 8 to show its clear

or danger positions, it is grasped and pulled.

forward against the action of the springs 12,
until is is far enough in advance of the back
plate 1 to enable it to be turned a half revo-
lution, after which it is released to allow
the springs 12 to force the rod 9 backward
until all of the signals 8 again lie flatly
against the back plate 1. When a signal 8
is rotated, as above-described, the rod 9 is
prevented from rotating therewith and thus
rotating the remaining signals by its en-
larged rectangular ends 13, Fig. 4, which
fit against the longitudinal sides of the
slots 10.

A device of this character hung up in
view of a locomotive engineer, motorman, or
other trainmen to mnotify them that they
have verbal or written orders to execute at
or between stations, will prevent collisions
and other accidents due to overlooking such
orders, as the trainmen do not have to trust
to memory as heretofore. :

‘While T have shown and described the
preferred form of my invention, I reserve

the right to make such changes in the con-

struction, combination, and arrangement of
parts as properly fall within the gpirit and
scope of the claims. - ,

Having thus described my invention,
what T claim and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is: '

1. Tn a device of the character described,
s plurality of members to represent stations
and capable of being moved from normal
position to indicate that orders are to be
executed at the respective stations, and a
plurality of signals opposite the spaces be-
tween said members to indicate when orders
are to be executed between stations.

9. Tn a device of the character described, a
plurality of members fo represent stations
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and capable of being moved from normal
position to indicate that orders are to be
executed at the respective stations, signals

mounted opposite the spaces between said..
-mounted opposite the spaces between said

members, and a rod upon which said sig-
nals are rotatably-mounted.

3. In a device of the character described,
a plurality of members to represent sta-
tions and capable of being moved from nor-
mal position to indicate that orders are to
be executed at the respective stations, sig-
nals mounted opposite the spaces between
said members, a rod upon which said sig-
nals- are rotatably-mounted, supports in
which said rod has limited lateral move-
ment, and yielding means to resist said
lateral movement.

4. In a device of the character described,
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a plurality of members to represent stations
and capable of being moved from normal
position to indicate that orders are to be
executed . at. the respective stations, signals

members, a rod upon which said signals
are rotatably-mounted, slotted supports in
which said rod has limited lateral move-
ment, and springs bearing against said rod
and ends of the slots to resist said lateral
movement.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,

in the presence of two witnesses.

MICHAEL. J. SULLIVAN.

Witnesses:
Frep. C. Fiscuer; - -
L. J. FiscHER.

Gopies-of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents.
Washington, D. £.” ’
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