
Jan. 17, 1950 ROME 2,494,964 
WATERPROOF SKI BOOT 

Filed April 21, 1947 2. Sheets-Sheet l 

INVENTOR, 
Leon RoME 

BY 
"A7AZY 

  



". 

Jan. 17, 1950 

Filed April 2l, l947 

L ROME 

WATERPROOF SKI B00T 

BY 

2,494,964 

2. Sheets-Sheet 2 

INVENTOR, 
LEoN RomE 

34-eaféo 
4777A7Ay 

  



Patented Jan. 17, 1950 2,494,964 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,494,964 

WATERPROOF SK BOOT 

Leon Rome, New York, N. Y. 
Application April 2, 1947, Serial No. 742,848 

(C. 36-2.5) 1 Claim. 

This invention relates to an improved shoe or 
boot for use in skiing, and particularly to a con 
struction developed to safely exclude snow, ice, 
mud and Water from entering the shoe or boot. 
One of the objects of the invention is the pro 

vision of a boot or shoe for use by skiers, having 
externally and internally guarded or protected 
lacing Strips, which close all openings formed by 
the lacing holes or otherwise, and provide the 
necessary compression control for the upper to 
fit the Shoe or boot on the foot of the wearer. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

shoe upper with an integral tang cut from the 
pattern blank which forms the upper, binding 
flapS united to the sides of this tang, and an inner 
sealing gusset united to the sides formed by the 
cut-out tang, thereby providing three layers to 
guard the shoe or boot opening. 
A still further object of the invention is the 

provision of a shoe or boot having an upper pat 
tern blank cut to form an outer tang, binding 
flaps united to the sides of this tang and provided 
With strap ends which can be tightened about the 
ankle of the foot of the wearer, lacing strips at 
tached to the sides formed by the cut-out tang 
and provided with lace receiving holes, and an 
inner gusset united to the sides of the upper and 
provided with lacing holes matching those of the 
lacing Strips, all So arranged that the shoe or 
boot is made virtually Watertight or safe from 
penetration by Snow and ice. 

For further comprehension of the invention and 
of the objects and advantages thereof, reference 
Will be had to the following description and ac 
companying drawing, and to the appended claim, 
in Which the various novel features of the inven 
tion are more particularly set forth. 

In the accompanying drawing forming a ma 
terial part of this disclosure: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the improved shoe 
Or boot, ShoWing the frontal opening completely 
closed for active service use of the shoe or boot. 

Fig. 2 is a side view thereof, showing the heel 
Wedge. 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view, showing the inner 
gusset, the lacing side Strips and the integral 
frontal or outer tang forwardly displaced, to Sep 
arate the parts. 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the pattern blank of 
the upper. 

Fig. 5 is a similar view of the same pattern 
blank, showing the lacing Strips added to the sides 
of the blank having a portion of the Outer tang 
broken a Way. 

O 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

2 
Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 4, but with the 

binding strips added. 
Fig. 8 is a plan view of the inside tongue. 
Fig. 9 is an enlarged horizontal sectional view 

taken through one of the lacing strips. 
Referring to the drawings, which illustrate the 

practical embodiment of the invention, O 
designates a shoe or boot having a sole I, heel 
2, and an upper 3. - 
The upper is made from a blank or pattern, 

shown in Fig. 4, which is centrally cut to provide 
an integral frontal or outer tang A4, and right 
and left wings is and 6. The pattern is cut to 
provide divergent side edges 7 and 8, a 
V-shaped opening or recess 9, and the frontal 
or Outer tang 4. The apex of the V-shaped 
opening or recess 9 is centered midway of the 
sides of the tang 14, so that a triangular area. 20 
extends from the end of the tang 4 at one side 
thereof, and another triangular area 2 extends 
from the end of the tang 4 at the other side 
thereof, looking at the pattern blank in its initial 
flat condition. 
The outer edges of the pattern blank for the 

upper are united by the usual seam stitching to 
the sole, so that the side wings 22 and 23 form 
the sides of the upper. A back strap 24 is se 
cured at the vertical Sean 25 established between 
the meeting rear edges of the pattern blank, and 
the lower end of this back Strap is secured under 
the upper against the upper side of the heel 2. 
To the right side or edge 26 of the upper a 

lacing strip 27 is secured by edge stitching 28, 
and this lacing strip is provided With lacing holes 
29. To the opposite or left side or edge 30 of 
the upper another lacing strip 3 is secured by 
the edge stitching 32, and this lacing strip is 
formed with lacing holes 33. 
The gap established by the Space between the 

side edges 26 and 30 is bridged by an internal 
gusset or tongue 34, which is united by edge 
stitching to the sides 26 and 30, but against the 
inner surfaces of the upper. This internal gusset 
or tongue is made of flexible leather or other 
acceptable material, So that the central portion 
thereof can be gathered into folds. 
This inner gusset or tongue is formed with 

edge lacing holes 35 on One side thereof, adapted 
to match the holes 29 of the lacing strip 27, and 
on the other side with edge lacing holes 36, adapt 
ed to match the holes 33 of the lacing strip 3. 
A binding strip 37 is attached to one side of 

the frontal or outer tang 4, and this strip is 
formed with or provided with a flexible strap ex 

Fig. 6 is a plan view of one of the lacing strips. 55 tention 38, and another binding strip 39 is at 
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tached to the other side of the tang 14, and this 
binding strip is formed with or provided With 
a strap extension 40, having a buckle 4f or other 
form of a connector, which is engaged by the 
perforated end portion 389 of the strap exten 
Sion 38. 

After the shoe or boot has been mounted on 
the foot of the user, the lacing is completed, with 
the outer tang 4 displaced forwardly So as to 
allow complete freedom in lacing the shoe Or 
boot. This lacing Operation will tighten the upper 
about the ankle of the wearer, and thereby move 
the sides 26 and 30 toward each other. 
The outer tang 4 is then placed over the lac 

ing strips 27 and 3 ?, and the binding strips 31 
and 39 which are attached to the Side edges of 
the outer tang 4 widen the effective width of 
the front or outer tang, so that it adequately 
covers the gap between the side edges 26 and 30 
of the upper. 
By tightening the strap ends or extensions 38 

and 40 about the ankle of the foot of the user, 
the outer tang 4 will be compressed under ten 
sion against the lacing strips 2 and 3, and the 
gap or opening of the upper will be effectively 
guarded outside and inside, and Snow, ice, Water 
and mud will be effectively excluded, so that the 
foot of the user will be safely protected. 
The front of the shoe or boot therefore com 

prises three successive layers, arranged in a form 
to provide an effective cushion for the forward 
part of the foot arch, and tightly Secured to 
exclude all foreign matter. 
While I have illustrated and described the pre 

ferred embodiment of my invention, it is under 
stood that I do not limit myself to the present 
showing or precise construction disclosed, and the 
right is hereby reserved to all changes and modi 
fications coming Within the Scope of the inven 
tion, as defined in the appended claim. 
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4. 
Having thus described my invention, What I 

claim as new and desire to secure by United States 
Letters Patent is: 
In a ski boot having a One-piece upper, an 

outer tang cut from the front of the upper leav 
ing a front opening as Wide as the width of said 
outer tang, lacing Strips attached to the inner 
faces of the edge portions of the material of the 
upper defining Said front opening, Said lacing 
strips being extended toward each other and 
formed With lacing holes, a one-piece internal 
guSSet extended across Said front opening and 
having its side edges secured to the inner faces 
of the edge portions of the lacing strips, said 
internal guSSet being formed With lacing holes 
aligned with the lacing holes of said lacing strips, 
and means for securing Said outer tang in posi 
tion over Said internal gusset and Said lacing 
Strips, Said Securing means comprising flexible 
straps attached to the sides of said outer tang 
and extendable about the shoe upper to have their 
adjacent ends Secured together behind the shoe 
upper. 
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