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LADY'S GARVENT 

Anna Licht, New York, N. Y. 
Application February 11, 1947, Seria No. 727,816 

(C. 2-42) 2 Clains. 

My present invention relates to ladies' gar 
ments and while shown applied to a combination 
brassière and slip, certain aspects of the inven 
tion are applicable to slips generally, as well as 
more broadly to underskirts; while in other as 
pects, the invention is applicable to braSSières 
and to ladies' garments generally that include 
breast cups and which are designated by Ine as 
brassiere type garmentS. 

It is among the objects of the invention to pro 
vide a combination brassière type garment which 
is inherently form fitting, which affords adequate 
Support for the bust and without discomfort and 
which at the option of the wearer may be sup 
ported by a strap in one Setting thereof and be 
worn strapless in another setting thereof. 
Another object is to provide a brace structure 

for a brassière type garment which though of 
adequate StiffneSS for the desired purpose, af 
fords a Soft area of engagement With the body 
Without undue bulk. 
Another object is to provide a lady's garnent 

Which consistS of or comprises a Skirt of woven 
fabric, which Skirt though devoid of excess ina 
terial, Such as pleats or the like, yet inherently 
adaptS itself to the form of the wearer without 
looseneSS, Wrinkling or displacement. 
Another object is to provide a unitary garment 

constituting a combination slip and brassière in 
Which the brassiere element affords the various 
advantages of a well designed brassière including 
adequate Support Without undue preSSure and in 
which the skirt portion is inherently form fitting 
to a wide variety of different figures. 
In the accompanying drawingS in which are 

shown one or more of Various embodiments of 
the several features of the invention 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing a combi 
nation braSSière and Slip type of garment in Wear, 
as viewed from the front, 

Fig. 2 is a View Similar to Fig. 1 as Viewed later 
ally from the rear, 

Fig. 3 is a view in longitudinal croSS-Section on 
a larger Scale of the inner Side of the brassiere 
elenent of Fig. 1 with parts broken away, 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 showing the 
garment in its strapleSS Setting, 

Fig. 5 is a croSS-Sectional View on a larger Scale 
taken on line 5-5 of Fig. 1, 

Fig. 6 is a firagmentary rear view of the gar 
Iient Showing the detail of the brassière fasten 
ing construction, 

Fig. 7 is a plan view of the blank from which 
the skirt, element is made, 

Fig. 8 is a plan view of one of the two blanks 
from which the brassière element is made. 
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Fig. 9 is a plan view of one embodiment of the 

breast cup element viewed from the inside, 
iig. 10 is a tranSVerse Sectional view on a larger 

Scale taken on line - of Fig. 9, 
Fig. 11 is a fragmentary perspective view of one 

embodiment of brace element, 
Fig. 12 is a view similar to Fig. 11 of another 

embodiment of brace element, 
Fig. 3 is a rear View showing a modified form 

of brassière construction, and 
Fig. 4 is a View similar to Fig. 13 of an alter 

native embodiment taken from the side. 
Referring inow to the drawings, the combina 

tion slip and brassiere preferably comprises a 
unitary garment including a brassiere portion 5 
to the lower edge of which is permanently 
Stitched the skirt portion 7 as by line of stitch 
ing G. The brassiere portion is releasably se 
cured about the body by releasable fasteners 
along abutting rear edges of brassiere bands 8. 
The Skirt portion which hangs from the bras 
Siere is cleft to a point well below the waist, as 
best shown at 9 in Figs. 2 and 5. - 
The braSSière element is desirably made from 

two blanks 20 of the general shape shown in Fig. 
8, cut from woven fabric, the band portion 8 
thereof being at the narrow portion at the right 
of Fig. 8 and the wider portion 2 toward the 
left having a deep notch 22 in its lower edge, the 
edges of which are stitched together as at 23 to 
form a breast cup. 
As shown in the drawings, the brassiere blank 

is cut from the woven fabric with the warp or 
Weft extending as shown generally lengthwise of 
the band portion, to be substantially non-exten 
sible lengthwise thereof. The warp and weft re 
Spectively extend generally in the direction of 
the edges of notch 22 so that the length and 
Width of the wider portion 2 of the blank is in 
effect bias cut for longitudinal and transverse. 
extensibility thereof. The brassière is formed by 
Stitching together two of the blanks, of Fig. 9, 
along the upright 24 of the edge of the blank to 
form the seam 25. v 

Accordingly, the garment is substantially non 
extensible along the line of said seam 25 and is 
also Substantially non-extensible along the 
lengths of the bands 8, but is extensible longi 
tudinally and transversely at various parts of 
the cup other than the seam 23 to assure adapta 
tion to the form, but with complete comfort. 
AS customary with brassières, the structure de 

Scribed has a lining 26 stitched in place as at 
27 about the periphery thereof. 

Stitched along the generally circular rim of 
each of the breast cups, are the edges of an arcus 
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ate strip of fabric 28 to form a sheath. That 
sheath preferably extends Over an arc in the 
order of 300 degrees and desirably Somewhat in 
excess of 300 degrees as shown, to encompaSS 
the entire breast cup except for a short region 29 
adjacent the arm pit for freedom of muscular 
movement thereat. The sheath is closed as at 
30 at one end, desirably the upper end, and open 
at the other end 3 for ready insertion and re 
moval of an arcuate stiffener brace Which pref 
erably extends through an arc of about 180 de 

That brace may be substantially of the: grees. 
construction of those shown in my prior patent, 
Reissue No. 22,771 of July 16, 1946. Illustratively 
there is shown in Fig. 3 the: wire embodiment of 
the brace of said prior patent, which need be 
described but briefly. It may comprise, a pair 
of nested arcuate lengths of Wire 32 and 33 con 
nected in a closed flat oop by hairpin turns 36 
at opposite ends thereof, the continuous length. 
of wire being Weided together near the one end 
thereof, as for instance at 35. 

In the setting of the Wire shown in Fig. 3, in 
which the same extends in the sheath substan 
tially along the lower portion thereof, the gar 
ment requires shoulder straps SS, which may be 
of conventional form. Stitched as at 37 to the 
rear of the brassiére; at its upper end and re 
leasably connected, as for instance by means of 
a, button hole 38 at its free end attached to a 
button 39 at the inner Surface of the upper edge 
of each of the breast Cup.S. 
By reason of the much greater arcuate length, 

of the sheath as compared With that of the 
braces, the latter may be shifted around in the 
sheath to the position Sho'Nin in Fig. 4, in Which 
the braces desirably extend clear to the respect 
tive closed ends 35 of the sheaths. 28, and along 
the inner or adjacent sides of the respactive CupS. 
Since the brace in this relation extends over the 
rotundity of the breast, the garnent is well Sup 
ported without the need for shoulder straps. In 
that setting, the shoulder strap 36. Would of 
course be allowed to hang. idly from Within the 
rear. of the gament. 
mits of alternative settings, eitiner for the usual 
shoulder strap wear or for Strapless Wear. 

In the embodiment, of Figs, 9 and 10, the. Sheath 
49 is shown of plush to afford a padded effect 
against; the body by reason of which it is possi 
ble to use a single in of wire brace (, pref 
erably completely embedded from end to end in 
a heavy plastic covering $2, which i.ay, if de 
sired, be of rubber, natural oi Synthetic, or of 
other plastic. 
In Figs. 11 and 12 are showin other alternative 

forms of braces. These are both in the form of 
bands of width considerably greater than their 
thicknesses. So as to afford a CCInsiderable area of 
contact against the body, and to dispense With 
the need even of ruditinentary padding, Such as 
the plush sheath of Figs, 9 and 10. Each brace 
embeds stiffener means, desirably of metal, af 
fording gaps or openings across which the em 
bedding pastic body extends. 

In the embodiment of Fig. 11, the brace Com 
prises a multiplicity of arcuate wire ièngths 63 
retained in spaced paralial relation by completely 
embedding the same in the structure is of plaS 
tic, preferably of synthetic rubber of the type 7 
that is perspiration-resistant. The Wire lengths 
43 may be deformed along any desired curvature, 
both along they length thereof for adaptation to 
the-curvature of the breast; and for displacemeat 
out of the plane of the sheath for adaptation to 

Thus, the garment: ad- : 
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4. 
the transverse curvature of the wearer's body, 
the brace having sufficient stiffness to maintain 
its Setting. As Shown in Fig. 11, the molded body 
of the brace may be thickened at its edges to pro 
vide ribs 45 thereat, if desired, for greater Se 
curity of anchorage to the body, although this 
expedient is not ordinarily necessary. 

In the alternative embodiment of Fig. 12, the 
plastic body is shown flat-sided instead of ribbed 
and the completely embedded stiffener in this 
Case is a thin arcuate blank of sheet metal 46 
having a multiplicity of perforations 47 there 
through, through which perforations the plastic 
48 is molded for secure anchorage thereof. 

It. will be understood that the embodiments of 
FigS. 9, 10, 11 and 12 replace the brace shown in 
Figs. 3 and 4 and may otherwise be used substan 
tially in the same manner as the simple wire 
brace of my prior patent above identified. Ob 
Viously, the brace in each of its embodiments is 
readily removable from the garment to permit 
laundering and may as readily be reinserted. 
The brassiere element of the garment de 

sirably is constructed to permit use of one and 
the Same garment by wearers of slightly different 
size and shape. To this end, one line of eyes 5) 
may be mounted at the edge of the main struc 
ture of the band 8 and a second line of eyes 5 
is mounted at the edge of an auxiliary strip 52 
Stitched to the garment and extending along the 
length of its edge, and in the combined slip em 
bodiment clear down the entire length of the 
cleft. to the point 9 in Fig. 5 to be engaged by a 
line of hooks 49 at the other edge of the garment. 
Of course, the fastener might be of the zipper Or 
hookless type instead of the form specifically 
shown, although the zipper type of fastener would 
preferably be used single and not as a double 
line of fasteners, such as the hook and eye type 
just described. 

If desired, the brassière garment or element 
may present a gore 53 of elastic which may flare 
upwardly from the waist line 6 to the upper edge 
and may either be interposed as shown in Fig. 13, 
between the eye-bearing strip 54 and the main 
length of brassière band 8 at one end thereof 
Or, as shown in Fig. 14, two of said gores 55 may 
be disposed one at each side of the garment under 
the arm pits. Thus, while the brassière or bras 
sière type garment presents the necessary longi 
tudinal resistance to stretching along the length 
of the bands and the necessary yield at the breast 
cups, it still admits of adaptation (whether the 
hook and eye or Zipper type of fastener be used) 
to wearers of somewhat different size and shape 
by reason of the elastic gores of Figs, 13 or 14 or 
of both the alternative lines 50 and 5 of fasteners 
and the gore or gores. 

It will be understood that the structure set 
forth may be used not only in brassières as such, 
but in any brassiere type of garment, that is, in 
any ladies' garnent that includes breast cups. 
Such brassiere type of garment would include not 
only brassières as such, but among others, com 
bination brassières and slips, evening dress liners, 
play Suits and bathing suits. 
In the embodiment of Figs. 1, 2, 6 and 7 is 

shown the skirt element of the combination bras 
siere and slip. That skirt element according to 
the present embodiment is preferably cut from a 
single blank of woven fabric. That blank as 
shown in Fig. 7 is a sector 56 of an annulus and 
preferably a quadrant sector, as shown, in which 
the lateral edge 57 extends substantially along 
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One line of Weave illustratively along the warp, 
While the opposite edge 58 at right angles thereto 
extends substantially along the other line of 
weave, illustratively the weft. In the finished 
garment, the edges 57 and 58 are stitched together 
to form the rear Seam 59 which extends from the 
lower hem 6 to the point 9 of the cleft below 
the breast line, as best shown in Figs. 2 and 5. 
By the arrangement shown, the main length 

and width of the skirt portion extends along the 
bias of the woven fabric, while the rear vertical 
Seam 59 extends on the straight cut. Therefore, 
it is clear that the skirt except for its rear seam, 
will have the yield of a bias cut fabric, both longi 
tudinally and circumferentially thereof, the lon 
gitudinal or vertical extensibility being a maxi 
mum at the front and sides of the garment and 
being less near the seam 59 at the rear mid-sec 
tion of the garment. Similarly, the garment is 
readily extensible circumferentially or trans 
versely by reason of the bias relation of the 
Weave So that the garment is correctly form 
fitting at the hips and thighs. The skirt por 
tion though devoid of excess material such as 
pleats or the like, yet is inherently form fitting 
and Without looseness, Wrinkling or displace 
ment. 
In a preferred embodiment shown, the fabric 

of the skirt portion extends to a peak 6 at the 
top of the mid-section of its front to conform to 
the corresponding shape of the lower edge of the 
brassiere portion 5, and though these elements 
are firmly stitched together, the stitch 6 yet ad 
mits of transverse yield at this region by blunting 
or flattening out of the angle of Said peak 6 un 
der tension along the waist line. 
Though the skirt portion, as described, has 

been shown as part of a combination brassiere 
and slip, it Will be understood that the structure 
of skirt, as described, is also useful, wholly apart 
from any brassière combination, for petticoats, 
night gowns and other undergarments. 
As many changes could be made in the above 

construction and many apparently Widely differ 
ent embodiments of this invention could be made 
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Without departing from the scope of the claims, 
it is intended that all matter contained in the 
above description or shown in the accompanying 
drawingS Shall be interpreted as illustrative and 
not in a limiting sense. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States is: 

1. A garnent Comprising a brassiere element 
having breast cups, sheaths about the rims of the 
ireSpective breast cups, each extending through 
an arc in the order of 300 degrees, leaving clear 
the region nearest the armpit, each sheath hav 
ing a closed end and an open end, arcuate braces, 
each extending through an angle in the order 
of 180 degrees, whereby the braces may be posi 
tioned at Will either along the lower parts of the 
respective sheaths for a strap type garment or 
from the upper parts of the respective sheaths 
along the inner or adjacent portions of the 
sheaths for a strapleSS type of garment. 

2. The combination recited in claim 1, in which 
the garment has straps affixed to the rear por 
tions of the upper edges thereof and releasable 
fasteners to the front portions thereof, said straps 
being allowed to depend unused within the gar 
ment in the setting of the braces for strapless 
Se, 
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