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12 ... word line driver a ... cell array
13 ... bit line selector b ... sub-array
14, 16 ... power supply

(57) Abstract: For each word line, a plurality of array
cells and one verify cell which has approximately the same
threshold as those of the array cells are provided in parallel
with them. The threshold value is electrically changed by
setting a voltage applied to the verify cell at a value lower
than the writing voltage or erasing voltage applied to the
array cells. Alternatively, the threshold value is electrically
changed by changing apparent threshold value by changing
the sensing ratio between the output of the verify cell
and the output of a reference cell in a sense amplifier. By
changing the threshold value electrically, the writing and
erasing of the array cells can be finished earlier than the
writing and erasing of the verify cell and the verification
of the array cells can be ensured by the verification of the
verify cell.
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