(12) INTERNATIONAL

APPLICATION

PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION

(19) World Intellectual Property
Organization
International Bureau

(10) International Publication Number

(43) International Publication Date
30 December 2015 (30.12.2015)

W O 2015/200702

(51) International Patent Classification:
A61B 17/3207 (2006.01)
A61B 19/00 (2006.01)

AO,
BZ,
DO,
HN,
KZ,
MK,
PA,
SD,
TR,

PCT/US20 15/037800

(22) International Filing Date:
25 June 2015 (25.06.2015)

(25) Filing Language:

English

(26) Publication Language:

English

(30) Priority Data:
27 June 2014 (27.06.2014)

US

L P [US/US]; c/o I P Legal Depart¬
ment, Medtronic
Vascular Inc., 15 Hampshire Street,
Mansfield, Massachusetts 02048 (US).

GM, KE, LR, LS, MW, MZ, NA, RW, SD, SL, ST,
TZ, UG, ZM, ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ,
TJ, TM), European (AL, AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ,
DK, EE, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT,
LV, MC, MK, MT, NL, NO, PL, PT, RO, RS, SE, SI,
SM, TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN,
GW, KM, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

(72) Inventors: SCHNEIDER,

Lucas; c/o I P Legal Depart¬
Medtronic Vascular Inc., 3576 Unocal Place, Santa
California 95403 (US). GARVEY, Zachary; c/o I P
Department, Medtronic Vascular Inc., 3576 Unocal
Santa Rosa, California 95403 (US). GUGGENHEIMER, Ethan; c/o I P Legal Department, Medtronic
Vascular Inc., 3576 Unocal Place, Santa Rosa, California
95403 (US).
ment,
Rosa,
Legal
Place,

pus, 3033 Campus Drive,
(US).

(54) Title: CLEANING

DEVICE

Plymouth,

AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BH, BN, BR, BW, BY,
CA, CH, CL, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM,
DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, GT,
HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IR, IS, JP, KE, KG, KN, KP, KR,
LA, LC, LK, LR, LS, LU, LY, MA, MD, ME, MG,
MN, MW, MX, MY, MZ, NA, NG, NI, NO, NZ, OM,
PE, PG, PH, PL, PT, QA, RO, RS, RU, RW, SA, SC,
SE, SG, SK, SL, SM, ST, SV, SY, TH, TJ, TM, TN,
TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, ZA, ZM, ZW.

(84) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,

(71) Applicant: COVIDIEN

(74) Agent: BERGMAN, Alana T.; USA-MN

Al

(81) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of national protection available): AE, AG, AL, AM,

(21) International Application Number:

62/018,049

TREATY (PCT)

SZ,
RU,
DE,
LU,
SK,
GQ,

Published:

—

with international search report (Art. 21(3))

Plymouth Cam¬
Minnesota 55441

FOR CATHETER

AND CATHETER

INCLUDING

THE SAME

108

o
l
o
o

110

(57) Abstract: A cleaning device (100) for cleaning a catheter lumen of a tissue removal catheter has a flushing chamber with distal
»

o

o

( 1 12) and proximal ( 1 10) seals and an inlet port (104). The proximal seal i s a duckbill seal that includes a pair of opposing duckbill
members that slidingly accept the distal end portion of a catheter body to form a seal about the catheter body proximal t o a proximal
opening in of the catheter lumen. Fluid i s directed in the inlet port, into the flushing chamber, into proximal opening in the catheter
body, and through the catheter lumen to discharge tissue contained in the catheter lumen. In some embodiments, the cleaning device
i s preloaded on the catheter body. The cleaning device can have an internal stop that engages with an external stop on the catheter
body when the cleaning device i s positioned in an operative position.

CLEANING DEVICE FOR CATHETER AND
CATHETER INCLUDING THE SAME

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS
[0001] This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent

Application Serial No. 62/018,049, filed June 27, 2014, the entirety of which is
hereby incorporated by reference.
FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0002] Aspects of the present disclosure generally relate to a cleaning

device for cleaning a catheter.
BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE
[0003] Certain medical devices such as tissue removal catheters require

cleaning to remove collected debris. For example, some tissue removal

catheters include a tissue collection chamber that collects excised tissue and
other debris that is cut away or otherwise extracted from a vascular or other
biological lumen. When tissue collection chambers become full they can be
cleaned to empty the collected tissue. Certain cleaning tools have been

developed to aid in cleaning the tissue collection chambers of tissue removal
catheters. In one example, a cleaning tool is received on the distal tip of an

atherectomy catheter until it visually appears that the device is in an operative
position. A proximal Touhy Borst seal of the cleaning tool is manually actuated

to seal a flushing lumen of the cleaning device about the catheter, and flushing
fluid is imparted into the flushing lumen.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE
[0004] In one aspect a cleaning device for cleaning tissue from a catheter

lumen of a tissue removal catheter includes a proximal duckbill seal that forms a

passive fluid seal with the catheter body of the catheter.
[0005] In another aspect a catheter includes a preloaded cleaning device.

The cleaning device Is slidable from a preloaded position at a proximal end
portion of the catheter body to an operative position at a distal end portion of the

catheter body.

[0006] In another aspect a cleaning device for cleaning tissue from a

catheter lumen of a tissue removal catheter Includes a one-piece flushing
chamber with interlocking features for securing at least one duckbill seal to the
flushing chamber.
[0007] In another aspect a seal for sealing a cleaning device for cleaning

tissue from a catheter lumen of a tissue removal catheter around the catheter
includes a sealing skirt configured to sealingly engage a flushing chamber of the
cleaning device and be exposed to flushing fluid that, when pressurized,
enhances the sealing engagement between the sealing skirt and flushing
chamber.
[0008] In another aspect a cleaning device for cleaning tissue from a

catheter lumen of a tissue removal catheter includes a flushing chamber with
bendable tabs that bend inward to form a retention lip adjacent one end of
flushing chamber for securing a seal to the flushing chamber.
[0009] Other features will be in part apparent and in part pointed out

hereinafter.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0010] Figure 1 is a schematic of a catheter suitable for cleaning with a

cleaning device;
[001 1] Figure 2A is an enlarged view of a distal end portion of the catheter

having a portion thereof broken away to reveal a catheter lumen;
[001 2] Figure 2B is similar to Fig. 2A illustrating the distal end portion of

the catheter in a different configuration;
[0013] Figure 3 is a perspective view of a cleaning device;
[0014] Figure 4 is a section view taken in the plane 4-4 of Fig. 3;
[0015] Figure 5 is a perspective view of a duckbill seal;
[0016] Figure 6 is a section view taken in the plane 6-6 of Fig. 5;
[0017] Figure 7 is a schematic of the cleaning device in a preloaded

position on the catheter;
[0018] Figure 8 is a schematic of the cleaning device in an operative

position;

[001 9] Figure 9 is a fragmentary partial section view of the cleaning device
In the operative position;

[0020] Figure 10 is section view of another embodiment of a cleaning

device;
[0021] Figure 11 is a section view of another embodiment of a cleaning

device;
[0022] Figure 12 is a fragmentary exploded side elevation view of another

embodiment of a cleaning device;
[0023] Figure 13 is a section view of a seal for use with a cleaning device;
[0024] Figure 14 is a fragmentary section of another embodiment of a

cleaning device; and
[0025] Figure 15 is an end elevation of a flushing chamber of the cleaning

device of Fig. 14 illustrating tabs of the flushing chamber in a fully bent position
and using broken lines to illustrate the edges of the tabs when bent outward from

the fully bent position to an intermediate position.
[0026] Corresponding reference characters indicate corresponding parts

throughout the drawings.
DEATILED DESCRIPTION
[0027] Referring to Fig. 1, a catheter is generally indicated at reference

number 10. The catheter 10 includes an elongate catheter body 12 that is sized
to be inserted in a biological lumen to extract and remove tissue and other
luminal debris. Examples of biological lumens include but are not limited to an
artery, vein, thrombus, etc. The catheter body 12 has a proximal end portion
generally indicated at 14 and a distal end portion generally indicated at 16. A
handle adaptor 18 is attached to the proximal end portion 14. In the illustrated
embodiment the handle adaptor is configured to receive a handle (not shown)
thereupon. In the illustrated embodiment, the handle and handle adaptor 18
include various features that can be used to control the catheter 10 in use. The
illustrated catheter 10 is an atherectomy catheter, though it is contemplated that
other types of catheters can also be used without departing from the scope of
the invention. In general, the catheter body 12 is configured to be inserted in a
biological lumen to remove tissue. In the illustrated embodiment, the distal end

portion 14 of the catheter body 12 is configured to be inserted into an arterial

lumen first. The distal end portion 16 of the catheter body 12 is configured to

extract and remove tissue as described in further detail below.
[0028] As shown in Fig. 2A, the distal end portion 16 of the catheter body
12 defines a catheter lumen 30 that extends from a proximal opening 32 to a

distal opening 34. The catheter lumen 30 is in fluid communication with the
proximal opening 32 and the distal opening 34. In the illustrated embodiment,
the proximal opening 32 is a cutter window. A cutting element 36 is configured
to extend through the cutter window 32 and engage tissue on the wall of the
biological lumen. The cutting element 36 is configured to rotate at a relatively
high speed to slice through tissue in the biological lumen. The catheter body 12
is configured to slide through the biological lumen in the distal direction as the

cutting element 36 rotates. The catheter 10 is configured such that rotational
motion of the cutting element 36 and the translational motion of the catheter
body 12 direct cut tissue in the distal direction toward the catheter lumen 30.
Thus, in the illustrated embodiment, the catheter lumen 30 is a tissue collection
chamber. In Fig, 2A, the distal opening 34 is illustrated covered by a scoop 38.
In this configuration the scoop 38 is positioned to prevent cut tissue from

escaping from the tissue collection chamber 30 out the distal opening 34. When
the tissue collection chamber 30 is full, the catheter body 2 is configured to be
drawn out of the arterial lumen so the cut tissue can be flushed from the tissue
collection chamber and discarded. As shown in Fig. 2B, the scoop 38 is
configured to be rotated to open the distal opening 34 so that the tissue
contained in the tissue collection chamber 30 can be flushed out through the
distal opening. In addition, the cutting element 36 is movable relative to the
catheter body 12 so it can be drawn into the cutter window 32, as shown in Fig.
2B.

[0029] The distal end portion 16 of the catheter body 12 also includes an

external stop 40. The external stop 40 is disposed proximal to the proximal
opening 32. In the illustrated embodiment, the external stop 40 is part of a
torque shaft adapter that links a torque shaft of the catheter 10 to the distal end
portion 16. However, in other embodiments the external stop can be other

components (e.g., a single-purpose stop) without departing from the scope of the

invention. As will be discussed in greater detail below, the external stop 40 is
configured to engage with a corresponding feature of a cleaning device to align
the cleaning device in an operative position in which the cleaning device can
flush cut tissue from the tissue collection chamber 30.

[0030] Referring to Fig. 3, an embodiment of a cleaning device for
cleaning the tissue collection chamber 30 is indicated generally at reference
number 100. The cleaning device 100 has a generally cylindrical flushing
chamber 02 comprising a proximal chamber member 102A and a distal
chamber member 102B attached to the proximal chamber member, such as by
adhesive, welding, or mechanical fastening. A fluid inlet port 104 extends
outwardly from a central portion of the flushing chamber 102. The fluid Inlet port
104 is configured to fluidly connect to a source of flushing fluid (not shown). For
example, in some embodiments, the fluid inlet port 104 can be a luer tip
configured to receive a corresponding luer tip of a source of flushing fluid, such
as a syringe. It will be understood, that other fluid inlet port configurations can
also be used without departing from the scope of the invention. The flushing
chamber 102 has an open proximal end 106 and an open distal end 108. A
proximal seal 110 is connected to the open proximal end 106 of the flushing
chamber 102, and a distal seal 112 is connected to the open distal end 108 of
the flushing chamber.

[0031] As shown in Fig. 4 , the flushing chamber 102 of the cleaning
device 100 defines a flushing lumen 120. The flushing lumen 120 extends
between the proximal and distal ends 106, 108 of the flushing chamber 102, and
the inlet port 104 is in fluid communication with the flushing lumen. Fluid
dispensed through the inlet port 104 enters the flushing lumen 120. As will be
explained in further detail below, the flushing lumen 120 is configured to accept
the distal end portion 16 of the catheter body 12 therein through the proximal
end thereof. An internal stop 126 is secured to the cleaning device 100 inside
the flushing lumen 100. In the illustrated embodiment, the internal stop 126 is a
separate component from the flushing chamber 102. It is secured to the
chamber 102 with an ultraviolet tack bond. However, it should be understood
that the internal stop 126 can be secured within the flushing chamber 120 in
other ways without departing from the scope of the invention. For example, in

some embodiments the internal stop can be integrally formed with the flushing
chamber. As will be discussed in greater detail below, the internal stop 126 is
configured, in the illustrated embodiment, to engage with the external stop 40 of
the catheter body 12 to align the cleaning device 100 in an operative position
with respect to the catheter body.

[0032] Referring still to FIG. 4 , the proximal and distal seals 110, 112 are
each secured to a respective end 06, 08 of the chamber 102. The proximal
seal 1 0 is a duckbill seal that is sealingly received in the flushing lumen 120 at
a location proximal to the inlet port 104. In the illustrated embodiment, the
proximal duckbill seal 10 is sealingly received in the open proximal end 106 of
the flushing chamber 102. The proximal chamber member 102A includes an
annular seal mounting flange or lip 127A that extends radially inward into the
interior of the chamber adjacent the proximal end 106. The proximal seal 110
defines a radially outwardly extending flange or shoulder 128 (also shown in
FIGS. 5 and 6) that engages the annular seal mounting lip 127A when the

proximal seal is sealingly received in the flushing lumen and secured to the
chamber 102. The engagement between the lip 127A and the shoulder 128
inhibits the seal 110 from being discharged proximally out the open proximal end
106 of the chamber when the flushing lumen 120 is pressurized with flushing

fluid. The distal seal 112 of the illustrated cleaning device 100 is also a duckbill
seal. The distal duckbill seal 112 is sealingly received in the flushing lumen 120
at a location distal to the inlet port 104. In the illustrated embodiment, the distal
duckbill seal 112 is sealingly received in the open distal end 108 of the flushing
chamber 102.The distal chamber member 102B includes an annular seal
mounting flange or lip 127B that extends radially inward into the interior of the
chamber adjacent the distal end 108. The distal seal 112 defines a radially
outwardly extending shoulder 129 that engages the annular seal mounting lip
127B when the proximal seal is sealingly received in the flushing lumen and

secured to the chamber 102. The engagement between the lip 127B and the
shoulder 129 inhibits the seal 110 from being discharged proximally out the open
proximal end 106 of the chamber when the flushing lumen 120 is pressurized
with flushing fluid.

[0033] In one or more embodiments, the flushing chamber 102 is formed
in an Injection molding, casting, or other molding process. In the illustrated

embodiment, each of the chamber members 102A, 102B is formed separately.
A core pin is used to form the flushing lumen 120 and the seal mounting lip
127A, 127B of each respective chamber member 102A, 102B.

[0034] Each of the duckbill seals 110, 112 has a sealing passage 122,
124. In the illustrated embodiment, the duckbill seals 110, 112 are secured to

the flushing chamber 102 such that the longitudinal axes of the sealing passages
122, 124 are aligned. As will be discussed in greater detail below, the duckbill

seals 110, 1 2 are configured to receive the distal end portion 16 of the catheter
body 12 in the sealing passages 122, 124 such that the distal end portion of the
catheter body extends through the flushing lumen 120 in an operative position.
Though the illustrated embodiment uses two duckbill seals for the proximal and
distal seals

10 and 112, it should be understood that other types of seals can

also be used without departing from the scope of the invention.

[0035] Referring to Fig. 5 , the proximal duckbill seal 110 includes a pair of
opposing duckbill members 130, 132. The opposing duckbill members 130, 132
are configured to slidingly accept therebetween the distal end portion 16 of the
catheter body 12 to form a fluid seal about the catheter body proximal to the
proximal opening 32 of the catheter body. For example, in some embodiments
the duckbill seal 110 forms a liquid-tight seal about the catheter body 112, and in
other embodiments the duckbill seal forms a hermetic seal about the catheter
body 112. In the illustrated embodiment, the sealing passage 122 passes
between the opposed duckbill members 130, 132. Together, the duckbill
members 130, 132 form a tapered end 134 of the duckbill seal 110. The tapered
end 134 of the proximal duckbill seal 110 is configured to be received within the
open proximal end 106 of the flushing chamber 102. Preferably, an outer
surface of the tapered end 134 of the duckbill seal 110 compressively engages
an inner surface of the fluid chamber 1 2 to secure the seal in place with respect

to the flushing lumen 120 and seal it therein. An external end 136 of the
proximal duckbill seal 110 extends radially outward from the wider end of the
tapered end 134 to define a radial shoulder 138. The shoulder 138 is configured
to engage an external surface of the open proximal end 106 of the flushing

chamber 102. In the illustrated embodiment, the proximal duckbill seal 110
comprises a one-piece body of elastomeric material. Preferably, the duckbill
seal 1 0 is made from a resilient material. It will be understood, however, that
other materials and constructions can also be used without departing from the
scope of the invention.

[0036] As shown in Fig. 6, the sealing passage 122 of the proximal
duckbill seal 110 has an open proximal end 140 disposed in the external end
136 of the seal. Likewise, the sealing passage 122 of the proximal duckbill seal

110 has an open distal end 142 disposed in the tapered end 134 of the proximal
duckbill seal. The sealing passage 122 is generally tapered from its proximal
end 140 to its distal end 142 such that the open proximal end 140 of the passage
defines a larger opening than the open distal end 142. The proximal duckbill
seal 110 is configured to form a liquid-tight seal about the catheter body 12 at a
sealing band 144 at which the sealing passage 22 defines an opening having
an equilibrium cross-sectional area that is smaller than a cross-sectional area of

the catheter body 12 received in the proximal duckbill seal when the cleaning
device 100 is in the operative position. "Equilibrium cross-sectional area" means
the cross-sectional area of the opening when no force is applied to the duckbill
seal 110 that affects the cross-sectional shape of the sealing passage 122. In
the illustrated embodiment, the sealing band 144 defines a slit. However, it
should be understood that sealing bands can also define larger openings without
departing from the scope of the invention. The opening of the sealing band 144
may have a sealing cross-sectional area that compressively conforms to the
cross-sectional shape of the catheter body 12 that is received in the proximal
duckbill seal 110 when the cleaning device 100 is in the operative position. The
resilient material of the proximal duckbill seal 110 suitably forms a fluid-tight
interface with the distal end portion 16 of the catheter body 12 when the cleaning
device 100 is in the operative position.

[0037] The resilient duckbill seal 110 forms a liquid-tight seal with the
catheter body 12 as soon as it is placed in the operative position. It is a passive
seal that requires no additional sealing actuation other than the force applied to
position the cleaning device 100 in the operative position. Because the sealing
band 144 of the proximal duckbill seal 110 has an opening having an equilibrium

cross-sectional area that is smaller than the cross-sectional shape of the
catheter body 12, the resilient material of the seal conforms to the shape of the
catheter body as it slides into the operative position. The compressive force of
the resilient material is alone enough to create a liquid tight seal with the catheter
body 12. Thus, the user of the cleaning device 100 only has to perform one step
to form a liquid-tight seal with the catheter body 12 at the proximal end 106 of
the flushing chamber 102: slide the cleaning device into the operative position.
The duckbill seal 110 is axially fixed with respect to the flushing chamber 102.
No portion of the of the duckbill seal 110 moves axially with respect to the

flushing chamber 102 in order to form a liquid-tight seal. These features reduce
the time and effort required for cleaning the tissue collection chamber 30 of the
catheter body 12 when performing a procedure such as atherectomy.

[0038] In the illustrated embodiment of a cleaning tool 100, the distal seal
112 is substantially identical to the proximal duckbill seal 10. Thus, the distal
duckbill seal 112 is sealingly received in the flushing lumen 20 of the cleaning
device 100 at a distal end 108 thereof. The distal duckbill seal 112 includes a
pair of opposing duckbill members configured to slidingly accept therebetween
the distal end portion 16 of the catheter body 12 to form a liquid-tight seal about
the catheter body proximal to the distal opening 34. When the distal seal 100 is
installed in the flushing chamber 102, however, its sealing passage 124 has a
distal opening that is wider than its proximal opening. Moreover, the distal
opening of the sealing passage 124 is disposed in the external end of the distal
duckbill seal 112 and the proximal opening of the sealing passage 124 is
disposed in the tapered end. It should be understood that, though substantially
the same components are used for the proximal seal 110 and the distal seal 12,
different seals can also be used without departing from the scope of the
invention.

[0039] Referring to Fig. 7 , in one embodiment, the cleaning device 100 is
preloaded on the catheter 0 . "Preloaded" means the catheter body 12 extends
through the flushing lumen 120 of the cleaning device 100 before the distal end
portion 16 of the catheter body is inserted into a biological lumen. When the

cleaning device 100 is preloaded it can be moved distally from adjacent the
proximal end portion 14 of the catheter body 12 toward the distal end portion 16

of the catheter body to position the cleaning device in the operative position. In
the preloaded position, the cleaning device 100 is located generally at the
proximal end portion 14 of the catheter body 12. The proximal end portion 14 of
the catheter body extends through the flushing lumen 120 of the cleaning device
and through the sealing passages 22, 124 of the distal and proximal seals 110,

112 when the cleaning device is in the preloaded position. From the preloaded
position, the cleaning device 100 is configured to slide distally along the catheter
body 12 until it reaches the operative position. In the illustrated embodiment, the
cleaning device 100 cannot slide proximally past the preloaded position. The
handle adaptor 18 of the catheter 0 is configured to inhibit the cleaning device
100 from sliding further proximally past the preloaded position. Thus, in the

illustrated embodiment, the handle adaptor 8 functions as a stop attached to
the proximal end portion 14 of the catheter body 12 and configured to inhibit the
cleaning device 100 from sliding proximally past the preloaded position. More
specifically, the external end 36 of the proximal duckbill seal 110 is configured
to engage the handle adaptor 18 to inhibit the cleaning device 100 from sliding
proximally past the preloaded position. The cleaning device can also be
inhibited from sliding proximally past the preloaded position in other ways without
departing from the scope of the invention. As will be discussed in further detail
below, when the cleaning device 100 is in the preloaded position, the catheter 10
is configured to permit the distal end portion 16 of the catheter body 12 to be

inserted into a biological lumen until it is positioned adjacent tissue to be

removed.

[0040] The cleaning device 100 is configured to slide from the preloaded
position at the proximal end portion 4 of the catheter body 12 to the operative
position at the distal end portion 16 of the catheter body, as shown in Fig. 8 .
Thus, in the illustrated embodiment, the cleaning device 100 is configured to
slide in the proximal-to-distal direction toward the operative position. Referring
to Fig. 9, in the operative position, the proximal duckbill seal 110 forms a liquidtight seal (e.g., at the sealing band 144) about the catheter body 12 proximal to
the proximal opening 32. Likewise, in the operative position, the distal seal 112
forms a liquid-tight seal about the catheter body 12 distal to the proximal opening
32 and proximal to the distal opening 34. Thus, the proximal opening 32 is

disposed between the proximal and distal duckbill seals 110, 112 within the
flushing lumen 120, and the distal opening 34 is located distal to the distal
duckbill seal outside of the flushing lumen. In the illustrated embodiment, the
distal seal 112 forms a liquid-tight seal about the catheter body 12 at a location
closer to the distal opening 34 than the proximal opening 32. However, other
arrangements can also be used without departing from the scope of the
invention.

[0041] The cleaning device 100 is configured to fluidly connect a fluid
source to the distal end portion 16 of the catheter body 12 and direct fluid from
the fluid source into the tissue collection chamber 30 through the proximal and
distal openings 32, 34 to facilitate cleaning of the tissue collection chamber. In
the operative position of the illustrated embodiment, the proximal and distal
openings 32, 34 form a fluid inlet and fluid outlet, respectively, of the tissue
collection chamber 30. The cleaning device 100 is configured to receive fluid
that is directed into the inlet port 104 and that thereby enters the flushing lumen
120. The proximal and distal duckbill seals

10, 112 are configured to prevent

the fluid from escaping the flushing lumen out the open ends 106, 108 of the
cleaning device 100. In the operative position, the proximal opening 32 is
disposed between the distal and proximal seals 110, 112 and is configured to
receive the fluid in the flushing lumen 120 such that the fluid flows through the
tissue collection chamber 30 and out the distal opening 34. The pressure of the
fluid in the tissue collection chamber 30 directs tissue contained therein out the
distal opening along with the fluid.

[0042] Though in the illustrated embodiment the proximal opening 32 of
the distal end portion 16 of the catheter body 12 is disposed within the flushing
lumen 20 and the distal opening 34 is disposed outside the flushing lumen in

the operative position, in other embodiments a cleaning device can be arranged
differently with respect to a catheter body in the operative position. For example,
in one embodiment, a distal opening of a distal end portion of a catheter body is

disposed within a flushing lumen of a cleaning device and a proximal opening of
the distal end portion of a catheter body is disposed outside the flushing lumen
of the cleaning device in the operative position. In this embodiment, the cleaning
device is configured for fluid to flow in an inlet of the cleaning device, into the

flushing lumen, in the distal opening of the distal end portion of the catheter
body, through a tissue collection chamber, and out the proximal opening of the
distal end portion of the catheter body.
[0043] As illustrated in Fig. 9, in the operative position, the external stop
40 of the catheter 10 is engages the internal stop 26 of the cleaning device 100
to inhibit the cleaning device from sliding distally past the operative position. In
certain embodiments, the cleaning device 100 is entirely inhibited from sliding

distally past the operative position, such that further sliding would cause
breakage of one or both of the internal stop 126 and the external stop 40. In
other embodiments, the cleaning device 100 is partially inhibited from sliding
distally past the operative position, such that, depending on the angular
alignment of the cleaning device 100 and catheter body 12, the internal stop 126
will engage or fail to engage the external stop 40. In the illustrated embodiment,
engagement between the external stop 40 of the catheter body 12 and the
internal stop 126 of the cleaning device 100 positions the cleaning device in the
operative position with respect to the catheter body. Thus, a user can merely
slide the cleaning device 100 from the preloaded position distally until the
internal stop 126 of the cleaning device engages the external stop 40 of the
catheter body 12 to position the cleaning device in the operative position. This
greatly simplifies the process of flushing the tissue collection chamber 30 of its
contents. The user is no longer required to visually determine proper positioning
between the cleaning device 100 and the catheter body 12 because the
engagement between the internal stop 126 and the external stop 40 provides an
easy-to-identify and precise indication of proper positioning. Positioning errors
and flushing procedure time are, thus, greatly reduced.
[0044] Though in the illustrated embodiment the cleaning device 100 is
preloaded on the catheter body 12, in other embodiments the cleaning device
can be unloaded. For example, the cleaning device 100 can have an unloaded
position in which the cleaning device is disconnected from the catheter body 2 .
In the unloaded position, no portion of the catheter body 12 is disposed within or

extends through the flushing lumen 120 of the cleaning device 100. The
cleaning device 100 can be configured to slide from the unloaded position
disconnected from the catheter body 12 to an operative position at the distal end

portion 16 of the catheter body. More specifically, the tip of the distal end portion
16 can be inserted into the proximal opening 140 of the sealing passage 122 of

the proximal duckbill seal 110 and the distal end portion of the catheter body can
be inserted through the flushing lumen 120 and sealing passage 124 of the distal

seal 112 until the cleaning device reaches the operative position. In this
embodiment the cleaning device 100 slides along the catheter body 12 toward
the operative position in the distal-to-proximal direction. It is contemplated that,
in this embodiment, an internal stop of the cleaning device could be arranged to

engage an external stop of the catheter body when the cleaning device is
positioned in the operative position.
[0045] In one embodiment of a method of using the catheter 10, a distal

end portion 16 of the catheter body 12 is inserted into an incision and further into
a biological lumen of a patient (e.g., an artery). The catheter body 12 is moved
along the biological lumen until the distal end portion 16 is positioned adjacent
tissue to be removed. Using controls disposed on the handle adaptor 18 and/or
handle (not shown), the cutting element 36 of the catheter 10 is positioned to
operatlvely engage tissue to be removed. A driver (not shown) of the catheter
10 is subsequently actuated using the controls, which causes the cutting element
36 to rotate about its longitudinal axis to slice away the tissue. Simultaneously,
the catheter body 12 is inserted distally further into the biological lumen. The
excised tissue is directed into the tissue collection chamber 30 until it is filled.
One skilled in the art will appreciate that "filled" does not require the entire
volume of the tissue collection chamber to be occupied by tissue. Once the
tissue collection chamber 30 is filled, the catheter body 12 is drawn out of the
biological lumen.
[0046] The present embodiment of a method of using the catheter 10

includes performing the steps of a method of cleaning the collected cut tissue
from the tissue collection chamber 30. Once the catheter body 12 has been
removed from the biological lumen, the cleaning device 100 is positioned in the
operative position with respect to the catheter body 12. In one embodiment, the
preloaded cleaning device 100 is slid from its preloaded position (Fig. 7) to its
operative position (Fig. 8). For example, the preloaded cleaning device 100 is
slid distally along the catheter body 12 until the internal stop 126 of the cleaning

device engages the external stop 40 of the catheter body 12. In another
embodiment, an unloaded cleaning device 100 is slid proximally from the
unloaded position to the operative position with respect to the catheter body 12.
For example, the tip of the distal end portion 16 of the catheter body 12 is
inserted into the sealing passage 22 of the proximal duckbill seal 110, through

the flushing lumen 120, and out the sealing passage 124 of the distal duckbill
seal 1 2 .

[0047] Once the preloaded cleaning device 00 reaches its operative
position, its proximal duckbill seal 110 passively forms a liquid-tight seal with the
distal end portion 16 of the catheter body 12, without any additional sealing
actuation. Likewise, the distal duckbill seal 112 passively forms a liquid-tight
seal with the distal end portion 18 of the catheter body 12, without any additional
sealing actuation. The proximal duckbill seal 110 compressively conforms to the
cross-sectional shape of the catheter body 12 at the sealing band 144. In the
operative position, the proximal duckbill seal 110 forms a liquid-tight seal with the
catheter body 12 proximal to the proximal opening 32 of the distal end portion 16
of the catheter body 12. The distal duckbill seal 112 forms a liquid-tight seal
distal to the proximal opening 32 of the distal end portion 16 of the catheter body
12 and proximal to the distal opening 34 of the distal end portion of the catheter

body. With the cleaning device 100 in the operative position, flushing fluid is
imparted through the fluid inlet port 104 and into the flushing lumen 120. The
flushing fluid at least partially fills the flushing lumen 120 and is directed into the
tissue collection chamber 30 through the proximal opening 32. The flushing fluid
flows through the tissue collection chamber 30 and out the distal opening 34 of
the distal end portion 16 of the catheter body 12. As it flows through and out of
the tissue collection chamber 30, the flushing fluid expels tissue contained in the
tissue collection chamber 30 out the distal opening 34.

[0048] Referring to Fig. 10, another embodiment of a cleaning device is
generally indicated at reference number 200. The cleaning device 200 is
substantially similar to the flush tool 100, except for the differences that are, in
part, apparent and, in part, pointed out hereinafter. Features of the cleaning

device 200 that correspond with features of the cleaning device 100 are given
the same reference number, plus 100. Like the cleaning device 100, the

cleaning device 200 is configured to receive the catheter body 12 and to direct
flushing fluid through the tissue collection chamber 30 to discharge debris from
the tissue collection chamber. Unlike the cleaning device 100, the cleaning
device 200 includes a one-piece flushing chamber 202. The flushing chamber
202 has an open proximal end 206 and an open distal end 208. In a preferred
embodiment, the cleaning device is formed in an injection molding process using
a single core pin, for example. Whereas the flushing chamber 102 includes two
internal annular seal retention lips 127A, 127B that extend radially inward
adjacent the ends 106, 108 thereof, the flushing chamber 202 includes a
proximal external annular seal retention flange or lip 227A and a distal external
annular seal retention flange or lip 227B that extend radially outwardly adjacent
the proximal end 206 and distal end 208, respectively.
[0049] The cleaning device 200 includes proximal and distal seals 210,
212 that function substantially similar to the seals 1 0 , 112. Each of the seals
210, 212 has an internal end 234 that is sealingly received in the respective

open end 206, 208 of the flushing chamber 202 and an external end 236 that
protrudes from the flushing chamber. The internal end 234 of each of the seals
2 1 0 , 212 engages the interior surface of the flushing chamber to form a seal

interface therewith. Preferably, the internal ends 234 of the seals 210, 212 are
held in compression to form a tight seal with the respective ends 206, 208 of the

flushing chamber 202. An annular retention formation 228 extends axially
inwardly from the external end 236 of each of the seals 2 10 , 212 to grip the
respective seal retention lip 227A, 227B and thereby secure the seal to the
flushing chamber 127. Each of the retention formations 228 includes an elbow
defining an axially outward facing engagement surface 231 . The axially outward
facing engagement surface 231 engages an annular, axially inward facing
surface of the respective seal retention lip 227A, 227B. The engagement
between the engagement surface 231 and the retention lip 227A secures the
proximal seal 210 to the flushing chamber 202 and inhibits the proximal seal
from being removed from the proximal end 206 of the flushing chamber.
Likewise, the engagement between the engagement surface 231 and the
retention lip 127B secures the distal seal 212 to the distal end 208 of the flushing
chamber 202.

[0050] Referring to Fig. 11, another embodiment of a cleaning device is

indicated generally at reference number 300, The cleaning device 300 is
substantially similar to the cleaning device 200, except for the differences that
are, in part, apparent and, in part, pointed out hereinafter. Features of the

cleaning device 300 that correspond with features of the cleaning device 200 are
given the same reference number, plus 100. Like the cleaning device 200, the
cleaning device 300 includes a one-piece flushing chamber 302 and proximal
and distal seals 310, 312 and is configured to direct flushing fluid through the

tissue collection chamber 30 of the catheter body 12. Each of the seals 3 0, 312
includes an annular retention formation 328 that grips a respective one of the
retention lips 327A, 327B to secure the seal to the respective end 306, 308 of
the flushing chamber 302.
[0051] The internal end portions 334 of the seals 310, 312 are configured

to seallngly engage the interior of the flushing chamber 302. Moreover, as fluid
pressure in the flushing lumen 320 increases, the tightness of the seal interfaces
between the seals 310, 312 and the flushing chamber 302 also increases. Each
of the seals 310, 312 includes an annular sealing skirt 341 that seallngly
engages the interior surface of the flushing chamber 302. The sealing skirt 341
surrounds and is spaced radially from the opposing duckbill members 330, 332.
A generally annular void 345 is defined between the sealing skirt 341 and the
duck bill members 330, 332. When each of the seals 310, 312 is installed in the
flushing chamber 302, the void 345 is in fluid communication with the flushing
lumen 320. When fluid fills the flushing lumen 320, the fluid likewise fills the
annular voids 345. A positive pressure urges the generally axially extending
portions of the skirts 341 radially outward against the flushing chamber, thereby
enhancing the sealing engagement between the sealing skirts and the flushing
chamber. A positive pressure in the annular voids 345 also urges the duck bill
members 330, 332 inward to enhance sealing engagement with the catheter
body 12 received therebetween. An inner, free end of each of the sealing skirts
341 is chamfered to prevent pressurized fluid in the flushing chamber 320 from

imparting a generally axially oriented force on the end of the sealing skirts that
may tend to cause the sealing skirt to buckle and lose its seal with the flushing
chamber 302.

[0052] Referring to Fig. 12, another embodiment of a cleaning device is

generally indicated at reference number 400. Although not illustrated in Its
entirety, like the cleaning device 200, the cleaning device 400 preferably
includes a one-piece flushing chamber 402 and proximal and distal seals (only
the proximal seal 410 is shown in Fig. 12) configured to form a seal around
portions of the catheter body 12 as the catheter body extends through the
flushing lumen 420. Unlike the flushing chamber 202, the flushing chamber 402
does not include a seal retention lip. Instead, four slots 451 , which are angularly
spaced apart around the circumference of the flushing chamber 402, extend
radially through the wall of the flushing chamber adjacent the proximal end 406
thereof. Each of the four slots 451 adjacent the proximal end 406 of the flushing
chamber 402 is configured to receive a respective one of four lugs 453 that
extends radially outwardly from a stem portion 435 of the internal end portion
434 of the proximal seal 410. The stem portion 435 is sized to sealingly engage
the flushing chamber 402 when the seal 4 0 is received in the open proximal
end. The inner axial ends 455 of the lugs 453 slope radially inward to enable the

seal 4 10 to be inserted into the open proximal end 406 of the flushing chamber
402. The lugs 453 of the seal 4 0 are received in the slots 451 when the seal is

secured to the flushing chamber. The lugs 453 engage the flushing chamber
402 within the slots 451 to inhibit the seals from being dislodged outwardly from
the open end 406 of the flushing chamber when the flushing lumen 420 is filled
with a pressurized fluid. Although the illustrated embodiment uses four

rectangular shaped slots 451 and four rectangular shaped lugs 453, other
embodiments can use other numbers and configurations of slots and lugs
without departing from the scope of the invention. The distal end (not shown) of
the flushing chamber 402 may also include slots for receiving a distal seal (not
shown) comprising correspondingly positioned lugs, or the distal end could
include another structure for securing the distal seal without departing from the
scope of the invention.
[0053] Referring to Fig. 13, another embodiment of a seal is generally

indicated at reference number 510. Like the seal 410, the seal 510 includes

radially outwardly extending lugs 553 configured to be received in
correspondingly positioned slots in a flushing chamber (e.g., the flushing

chamber 402) to secure the seal to the flushing chamber. But unlike the seal
410, the lugs 553 of the seal 510 extend radially outwardly from an annular
sealing skirt 541 that surrounds and is spaced radially from the duck bill
members 530, 532. When the seal 510 is secured to the flushing chamber, the
sealing skirt 541 seallngly engages the interior surface of the flushing chamber.
The sealing skirt 541 is configured so that the tightness of the sealing
engagement with the flushing chamber increases as fluid pressure in the flushing
lumen increases. A generally annular void 545 extends between the skirt 541
and the duck bill members 530, 532. When the seal 510 is installed in a flushing
chamber, the void 545 is flukJIy coupled to the flushing lumen. When fluid fills
the flushing lumen, the fluid likewise fills the annular void 545. A positive
pressure in the void 545 urges the generally axially extending portion of the skirt
541 radially outwardly, thereby enhancing the sealing engagement between the

skirt and the flushing chamber. Moreover, since the lugs 553 extend from the
skirt 54 , positive pressure in the flushing lumen also urges the lugs radially
outwardly, thereby enhancing the engagement between the lugs 553 and the
flushing chamber. Although in the illustrated embodiment, the sealing skirt 541
is an annular skirt, it is also contemplated that each of the lugs 553 could be

mounted on a separate flap that contacts the inner surface of the flushing
chamber and is exposed to the flushing lumen so that a positive pressure in the
flushing lumen urges the flap outwardly to improve engagement between the
supported lug and the respective slot.

[0054] Referring to Figs. 14-15, another embodiment of a cleaning device
is generally indicated at reference number 600. The cleaning device 600 is

substantially similar to the cleaning device 100, except for differences that are, in
part, apparent and, in part, pointed out hereinafter. Features of the cleaning

device 600 that correspond with features of the cleaning device 100 are given
the same reference number, plus 500. Like the cleaning device 100, the
cleaning device 600 includes a flushing chamber 602 and proximal and distal
seals (only the proximal seal 610 is illustrated in Fig. 14) that are respectively
secured to the open proximal and distal ends (only the proximal end 606 is
illustrated in Figs. 14 and 15) of the flushing chamber. When the catheter body
12 extends through flushing lumen 620 of the cleaning device 600, the seal 610

seals around the catheter body to seal the open proximal end 606 of the flushing
chamber 602. The distal end of the flushing chamber 602 could have the same
construction as or a different construction than the proximal end 606.
[0055] Although the cleaning device 600 preferably functions similar to the
cleaning device 100, unlike the flushing chamber 102, the proximal end 606 of
the flushing chamber 602 includes bendable retention tabs 671 for securing the
proximal seal 610 to the flushing chamber. In the illustrated embodiment, the
proximal end 606 of the flushing chamber 602 defines four retention tabs 671
that are spaced around the circumference of the flushing chamber wall. In other
embodiments, the cleaning device has other numbers of bendable retention tabs
without departing from the scope of the invention. The retention tabs 671 are
bendable from a first position (not shown) in which the retention tabs extend
substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the flushing chamber 602 to a
second position (Figs. 14 and 15) in which the retention tabs extend radially
inward toward the center of the flushing chamber. When the retention tabs 671
are bent to the second position, they function like a retention lip for securing the
seal 610 to the flushing chamber 602. In the illustrated embodiment, the
retention tabs 671 are bent inward at an angle of greater than 90° relative to the
longitudinal axis of the flushing chamber 602 in the second, bent position. The
retention tabs 671 may include a zone of weakness (e.g., a recessed portion)
along a bend line to facilitate bending of the retention tabs at the desired
location.
[0056] As shown in Fig. 15, each of the retention tabs 671 has a first edge
673 and a second edge 675. When the retention tabs 671 are fully bent to the
second position, the first edge 673 of one tab is separated from the adjacent
second edge 675 of another tab by a relatively small gap 677. But as illustrated
by the dotted lines in Fig. 15, at an intermediate position between the first
position and second position (e.g., a position at which the tabs 671 are oriented
at about 90° relative to the longitudinal axis of the flushing chamber 602), an
edge margin of each of the tabs adjacent the first edge 673' interferes with an
edge margin adjacent the second edge 675' of the adjacent tab. As discussed
below, the interference between the tabs 671 at the intermediate position inhibits

the tabs from bending away from the second position when the seal 610 is
secured to the proximal end 606 of the flushing chamber 602.
[0057] The seal 610 is configured to engage retention tabs 671 bent to the

second position to secure the seal to the proximal end 606 of the flushing
chamber 602. Referring to Fig. 14, the seal 610 includes an annular projection
681 that extends radially outward from the internal end portion 634 of the seal

and is configured to sealingly engage the interior surface of the flushing chamber
602. The annular projection 681 and external end portion 636 of the seal define
an annular groove 683. When the seal 610 is secured to the flushing chamber

602, each of the tabs 671 is received in the groove 683 in the second position.
When the seal 610 is in the proper position, the external end portion 636 of the
seal 6 10 engages an annular stop 691 extending radially outwardly near the end
606 of the flushing chamber 602. The tabs 671 engage an axially facing
engagement surface 685 of the projections 681 to inhibit the seal from sliding
outwardly from the end 606 of the flushing chamber 602. Because the tabs 671
are bent to an angle of greater than 90° when in the second position, the
outward axial forces exerted on the seal 6 10 due to positive pressure in the
flushing lumen act in compression against the tabs 671 , rather than purely to
impart a bending moment on the tabs. It is believed that the tabs 671 are less
prone to bending back toward the first position as a result of compressive forces
imparted thereupon than in response to a bending moment imparted thereupon.

If the seal 606 is displaced axially outwardly, all of the tabs 671 are bent away
from the second position at the same time, and adjacent edge margins of the
each of the tabs interfere with one another as the tabs are bent back toward 90°
relative to the longitudinal axis of the flushing chamber 602. It is believed that the
interference between the edge margins of the tabs inhibits the tabs from bending
from the second position to and/or past 90°. Thus, the bendable tabs 671 are
configured to resist bending from the second position toward the first position
when the seal 610 is secured to the flushing chamber 602.
[0058] When introducing elements of the present invention or the

preferred embodiment(s) thereof, the articles "a", "an", "the" and "said" are
intended to mean that there are one or more of the elements. The terms

"comprising", "including" and "having" are intended to be inclusive and mean that

there may be additional elements other than the listed elements.
[0059] As various changes could be made in the above apparatuses,

systems, and methods without departing from the scope of the invention, it is
intended that all matter contained in the above description and shown In the

accompanying drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting
sense.

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:
1.

A cleaning device for cleaning a catheter comprising a catheter

body having a distal end portion defining an catheter lumen and proximal and
distal openings in fluid communication with the catheter lumen, the cleaning
device comprising:
a flushing chamber having opposite proximal and distal ends, a flushing
lumen extending between the proximal and distal ends, and an inlet port in fluid

communication with the flushing lumen, wherein the flushing lumen Is configured
to accept the distal end portion of the catheter body therein through the proximal
end thereof;
a proximal duckbill seal sealingly received in the flushing lumen at a
location proximal to the inlet port, the proximal duckbill seal including a pair of

opposing duckbill members configured to slidingly accept therebetween the
distal end portion of the catheter body to form a fluid seal about the catheter
body proximal to the proximal opening and distal to the proximal opening.
2.

The cleaning device of claim 1 further comprising a distal duckbill

seal sealingly received in the flushing lumen at a distal end thereof, the distal
duckbill seal including a pair of opposing duckbill members configured to
slidingly accept therebetween the distal end portion of the catheter body to form
a fluid seal about the catheter body proximal to the distal opening.
3.

The cleaning device of claim 1 wherein the cleaning device is

configured to slide from a preloaded position at a proximal end portion of the
catheter body to an operative position at the distal end portion of the catheter
body.
4.

The cleaning device of claim 3 further comprising an internal stop

configured to engage an external stop of the catheter body to inhibit the cleaning
device from sliding distally past the operative position.
5.

The cleaning device of claim 3 wherein the proximal duckbill seal is

configured to engage a stop attached to the proximal end portion of the catheter

body to inhibit the cleaning device from sliding proximally past the preloaded
position.
6.

The cleaning device of claim 1 wherein the cleaning device is

configured to slide from an unloaded position disconnected from the catheter
body to an operative position at the distal end portion of the catheter body.
7.

The cleaning device of claim 6 wherein the cleaning device is

configured to slide in a distal-to-proximal direction from the unloaded position to
the operative position.
8.

The cleaning device of claim 1 wherein the proximal duckbill seal

comprises a one-piece body of material.
9.

The cleaning device of claim 8 wherein said material is an

elastomeric material.
10 .

The cleaning device of claim 1 wherein the proximal duckbill seal

comprises a sealing passage between the pair of opposing duckbill members,
the sealing passage having open proximal and distal ends and being generally
tapered from its proximal end to its distal end.
11.

The cleaning device of claim 10 wherein the proximal duckbill seal

is configured to form said fluid seal about the catheter body at a sealing band of

the sealing passage that defines an opening having an equilibrium crosssectional shape that is smaller than a cross-sectional shape of the catheter body
received in the proximal duckbill seal.
12.

The cleaning device of claim 11 wherein the sealing band is

configured to have a sealing cross-sectional shape that compressively conforms
to said cross-sectional shape of the catheter body received in the proximal

duckbill seal.
13 .

The cleaning device of claim 1 wherein the proximal duckbill seal is

axially fixed with respect to the flushing chamber.

14.

A catheter comprising:

a catheter body having proximal and distal end portions, the distal end
portion defining a catheter lumen and proximal and distal openings in fluid

communication with the catheter lumen; and
a preloaded cleaning device received on the proximal end portion of the
catheter body and configured to slide from a preloaded position at the proximal
end portion of the catheter body to an operative position at the distal end portion

of the catheter body, the cleaning device being configured to fluidly connect a
fluid source to the distal end portion of the catheter body and direct fluid from the
fluid source into the catheter lumen through one of the proximal and distal

openings of the distal end portion to facilitate cleaning of the catheter lumen.
15 .

The catheter of claim 14 wherein the catheter body is configured to

inhibit the cleaning device from sliding distally past the operative position.
16 .

The catheter of claim 5 wherein the catheter body comprises an

external stop configured to engage an internal stop of the cleaning device to
inhibit the cleaning device from sliding distally past the operative position and to
position the cleaning device in the operative position.

17 .

The catheter of claim 14 further comprising a stop disposed at the

proximal end portion of the catheter body and being configured to inhibit the
preloaded cleaning device from sliding proximally past the preloaded position.

18 .

The catheter of claim 14 further comprising a cutter at the distal

end portion of the catheter body, wherein the proximal opening comprises a

cutter window through which the cutter is configured to extend.
19 .

The catheter of claim 18 wherein the distal opening is configured to

be selectively closed and opened.

20.

The catheter of claim 18 wherein the instrument lumen comprises a

tissue collection chamber configured to receive tissue cut by the cutter.
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