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My invention relates to wearing apparel 
and more particularly to a garment of the 
type of bathing suit having a self-contained 
means for supporting the bust portion of the 
human figure. 
In the prior art it has been found difficult 

to obtain a satisfactory support of the bust 
while preserving graceful appearance and 
freedom of movement. For this purpose it 
has been customary to employ a separate gar 
ment of the well-known type of brassière, 
having a front piece, shoulder straps and 
band across the back connected to the shoul 
der straps. Such a type of garment by exert 
ing a circumscribing pressure around the 
figure of the wearer, compressed the bust, 
thus holding it back firmly. It has been 
found in practice that the effect created by 
this means of support is inartistic in that it 
produces a rigid appearance and restrains the 
natural movement of the upper portion of the 
body, thus detracting from the effect of grace 
and ease essential to present day modes. The 
fact that it constricts the chest and hampers 
the shoulder movements renders it unsuitable 
for wear in any athletic pursuit, more par 
ticularly swimming, and the compression ex 
erted by it tends to break down and render 
flabby the muscular structure of the bust. 
It has also been found in practice that the 
brassière is unsightly when worn with mod 
ern garments of the type of “sun-tan’ bath 
ing suit in which the back is substantially cut 
away. The back strap of the brassière, 
which is an essential structural feature, is ex 
posed to view and detracts from the harmony 
of line and modish appearance of the suit. 
The primary object of this invention is to 

provide a means of supporting the bust self 
contained within an outer garment and em ploying as a principle of support the upward 
tension of the outer garment toward the shoul 
ders rather than the constriction of the bust 
within a circumscribing band, and thus elimi 
nating among others the disadvantages stated 
above. Other objects and advantages of my 
invention will be apparent from the following 
description taken in conjunction with the ac 
companying drawing which forms a part of 
this specification and in which 

Figure 1 is a diagrammatic arrangement 
showing the manner in which my garment 
may be worn on a woman's form, the con 
struction of the bust supporter, where con 
cealed by the front piece, being indicated by 
dotted lines. 

Figure 2 is a rear elevation thereof, the in 
terior construction of the bust supporter 
where concealed by the back piece being indi 
cated by dotted lines. 

Figure. 3 is a cross section of Figure 2 
taken at 3-3, and 

Figure 4 is a detail view of the construction 
of the bust supporter. s 

Referring more particularly to the drawing 
in which like reference characters denote like 
parts, the body of the bathing suit or dress, 
which may be made up in any desired manner 
and of any desired material, is provided with 
a front portion 1 which is adapted to extend 
down toward the waist of the wearer and is 
adapted to be dropped below the arm pits. 
It also includes a back portion 2 adapted to 
fit the back of the wearer. 
front and back pieces are joined with the 
customary shoulder straps 4 as is well under 
stood. - 
To prevent the bust portion of the garment. 

from stretching or sagging and to support the 

At the top, the 
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bust of the wearer I provide a transverse strip 8 
of material 5 extending across the bust por 
tion of the figure underneath the front piece 
of the garment, and fasten it in any suitable 
manner such as, for example, to the front piece 1 along the lower seamo, the upper seam 
9 and to the side seams of the garment be 
tween the front and back pieces adjacent the 
arm-holes. The material composing the 
transverse strip 5 is shaped in such a manner 
that the upper edge 7 of the strip is longer 
than the lower edge 8. In referring to the 
edges 7 and 8 as “upper' and “lower'. I have 
reference to their relation as viewed in the 
drawing. Moreover, the material is not laid 
flat along the seam 6, but is preferably gath 
ered so that the transverse strip 5 toward its 
upper portion, may be sufficiently slack to 
adapt itself to the fullness of the bust of the 
wearer. The lower edge 8 of the transverse 
strip is shaped in such a manner that it fol 
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lows the outer curve of the bust of the wearer. 
The upper edge 7 of the transverse strip 5 is 
shaped or cut away in such a manner that it 
follows the curve of the bust close to the body. 

5 it may be attached as shown in Figures 1 and 
2 to the outer garment at a central portion 
along the seam 9. When the garment is worn 
the transverse strip 5 does not extend over 
the bust, but fits under or cups the breasts, 
assuming the position particularly indicated 
in Figure 3. At the extremities of the seam 
9 and at the points 12 and 12, the transverse 
strip is attached to elastic bands 10 and 10, 
and 11 and 11, these bands being attached to 

l6 the elastic bands 13 and 13, which are at 
tached to the upper front portion of the shoul 
der strap of the garment. These elastic 
bands take up all of the slackportion of the 
transverse strip not required for adjustment 
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20 to the fullness of the bust, thus causing the 
strip to fit snugly around the lower por 
tions of the breasts. The upward tension of 
the bands toward the shoulder causes. the 
transverse strip 5 to exert an upward pull 

25 against the lower portion of the breasts and 
thus affords support to the bust. In this 
manner the bust is upheld firmly by a natural 
reinforcement of the muscular structure 
thereof, while at the same time it is left free 
and its natural structure is preserved and defined. 

It is seen that this garment affords support 
without either rigidity or compression, thus 
enabling the wearer to present a graceful ap 
pearance and preserve perfect freedom of 
movement. 

It is also seen, particularly with reference 
to Figure 2, that this means of bust support is 
particularly adapted for use in garments of 
which the back is cut very low, as in the type 
of "sun-tan' bathing suit, and wherein the 
back strap of the brassière type of bust sup 
porter would be exposed to view. 
A further advantage of my invention is 

45 that the wearer has in one unified garment 
the equivalent of two independent garments 
of the prior art. The combined garment ma 
be put on or taken off with greater facility 
than the independent garments and requires 

50 fewer adjustments and fastenings. 
The invention is particularly advantageous 

in garments of the type of bathing suit, in that 
the bust supporter being combined with the 
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suit, is not subject to separation or loss. My 
55 invention is only shown in a garment of the 

type of bathing suit. It is obvious that there 
are possible modifications without depart 
ing from the spirit of my invention. For ex 
ample it is applicable to underwear, even 
ing dress, or any article of apparel in which 
it is desired to eliminate the unsightly bras 
sière, and preserve the advantages described 
above. For these reasons I do not wish to 
be limited by this description, but only by 

65 the prior art and the appended claims. 
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I claim: 
1. In combination with a woman's garment 

of the type that is cut low in the back so as 
to expose the central part of the back of the 
wearer, a bust supporter comprising a trans 
verse piece of material extending across the 
inside of the front portion of the garment 
above the lower extremity of the cut low por 
tion of the back and terminating at the sides 
of the garment, thereby leaving the central 
portion of the back of the wearer entirely 
exposed and avoiding a circumferential re. 
striction around the bust of the wearer, said 
transverse piece of material being stitched 
to the front portion of the garment along 
one edge and having portions of the oppo 
site edge free to fit under the breasts of the 
wearer, and strap connections attached to the 
transverse strip adjacent its free edge por 
tions, extending upwardly and attached to 
the upper part of the garment. 

2. In combination with a woman's gar 
ment of the type that is cut low in the back 
so as to expose the central part of the back 
of the wearer, a bust supporter comprising 
a transverse piece of material extending 
across the inside of the front portion of the 
garment above the lower extremity of the cut 
low portion of the back and terminating at . 
the sides of the garment, thereby leaving the 
central part of the back of the wearer en 
tirely exposed and avoiding a circumferential 
restriction around the bust of the wearer, 
said transverse piece of material being 
stitched to the front portion of the garment 
along one edge and at its ends and having 
portions of the opposite edge free to fit under 
the breasts of the wearer, said transverse 
piece having connections at spaced points ad 
jacent its free edge portions to the upper 
part of the garment near the sides thereof 
and near the center of the front portion 
thereof. w 

3. In combination with a women's gar 
ment of the type that is cut low in the back 
so as to expose the central part of the back 

y of the wearer, a bust supporter comprising a 
transverse piece of material extending across 
the inside of the front portion of the garment 
above the lower extremity of the cut low 
portion of the back and terminating at the 
sides of the garment, thereby leaving the 
central part of the back of the wearer en 
tirely exposed and avoiding a circumferen 
tial restriction around the bust of the wear 
er, said transverse piece of material being 
shaped along one edge to follow the lower 
outer curve of the bust and stitched to the 
front portion of the garment along such edge 
and at the ends, the opposite edge of said 
transverse piece being longer to provide a 
fullness and having free portions for fitting 
beneath the breasts of the wearer, and shaped 
to follow the curve of the bust close to the 
body, and elastic strap connections attached 
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to the free edge portions of the transverse piece adjacent its outer and central portions, 
those strap connections adjacent each breast . 
having connection with the adjacent shoul 
der strap of said garment. 
In testimony whereof, I have signed my 

name to this specification. 
JANE C. GIFFORD. 
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