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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, THOMAS C. RILEY, of
Boston, county of Suffolk, State of Massachu-
setts, have invented an Improvement in Soda-
Fountains, of which the following description,
in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, is a specification, like letters and figures
on the drawings representing like parts.

In soda fountains it has been customary to
join the plates forming the side .walls, to-
gether, by bolts which pass through holes
drilled or otherwise formed through the mar-
ble or other slabs. ‘

In making soda fountains composed essen-
tially of glass, thatis, having glass side walls,
the cost of drilling the holes for the bolts is
found to be considerable, and furthermore it
is found that great danger of breakage arises
in shipping the fountains when constructed
of such material. And furthermore, owing to
the difference in expansion and contraction,
the glass side walls when bolted together are
very liable to break.

This invention has for its object to so im-
prove the construction of soda fountains that
they may be composed essentially of glass,
and the side walls secured together without
the necessity of drilling or otherwise provid-
ingsaid wallswith bolt holes,and also whereby
the soda fountain may be shipped “ knocked
down” so as to be assembled at its destination,
to thereby reduce to a minimum the cost of
breakage arising in shipping, and also to ob-
viate the liability of breakage owing to ex-
pansion and contraction.

My invention therefore, consistsin a sepa-
rable and adjustable frame forthe side walls
comprising eorner posts or pieces interposed
between the adjacentedges of the side walls,
and suitable connections for said posts or
pieces adjustably connecting and securely
holding them together.

Figure 1, shows an end view of the soda
fountain embodying this invention; Fig. 2, a
horizontal section of a portion of the soda
fountain shown in Fig. 1, on an enlarged
scale. ,

The side walls a, D, of the fountain are or
may be of glass, having their edges beveled
as at 2 from the outer side or face toward but
not to the inner face, thereby leaving a
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thickened edge 3, yet so far as my invention

is concerned, the edges may be otherwise -

formed. Corner posts ¢, are provided of pe-
culiar construetion or shape in cross section,
as represented in Fig, 2, they being formed
with two opposite grooves adapted to receive
the beveled or other edges of the plates a, b,
suitable packing being preferably interposed,
and by making the adjacent sides of said
grooves at right angles with relation to each
other,and the remote sides in alignment with
each other, as shown, the bevelad edges of said
plates may be received and the plates support-
ed at right angles with relation to each other.
This particular arrangement of the grooves is
adapted for quadrangular fountains, and for
plates having beveled edges, but for fonntains
of othershapes,orfor plateshaving adifferent-
lyformed edge,sucharrangement orformatior
of the grooves will be varied accordingly. . By
forming the corner posts ¢, with grooves, an
outer portion d, and an inner portion d’, are
presented. Theinner portion d’, of each cor-
ner post is provided with two eyes, 4, 5, or
they may behooks, projecting at right angles
with relation to each other.

In assembling the parts, the plates having
been placed in position in the grooves in the
posts, the eyes4, of one post will be connected
with the eyes5 of the nextpost by adjustable
connecting rods or bars ¢, extending parallel
with the plates, said rods being herein rep-
resented as supplied with turn buckles for
adjustment, but they may be otherwise made
adjustable. It will be seen that when said
connecting rods are drawn taut, the plates a,
b, will be securely held in position and no
bolts are required to connect the plates, and
furthermore the parts may be so easily as-
sembled that the fountain may be shipped
“knocked down,” to be assembled at its des-
tination. And furthermore, it will be ob-
served that the corner posts, and adjustable
connecting rods constitute an adjustable
frame for the plates, which may be easily sep-
arated, and by its adjustment may compen-
sate for expansion and contraction. This
particular construction of adjustable frame

for the side plates of the fountain, has ob-7

vious advantages as stated, but I do not de-
gire to-limit my invention to this precise con-
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struction, as it is obvious that the shape of
the corner posts, ag well as their construction
may be varied, it only being essential to pro-
vide corner posts or pieces which may be in-
terposed between and adapted to engage the
adjacent edges of the plates, and to provide
connections for said corner pieces or posts,
whereby they may be securely but adjustably
fastened together.

Contained within the side walls is the usual
wooden frame, or box B, the cornersof which
abut against the corner pieces, which serve
to hold said box, so that a dead air space
around it,is maintained. To finishtheouter
sides or faces of said corner posts, I may pro-
vide a glass orother ¢ylinderor tube e, which
may be ornamented in any desirable way, and
when such cylinder is used, the outer face of
the corner post will preferably be concaved
to receive it, but in case such eylinder is
-omitted, the outer face of the corner post may
be made flat or ornamented in any desirable
way. If the side walls should be made of
otl_ler material than glass, which may be
shipped without danger of breakage, then of
course the parts may be assembled wherever
desirable, but even in such case the adjust-
able frame possesses many advantages.

In my application, Serial No. 496,358, filed
._Tanuary 10, 1894, T have made claims includ-
ing broadly some of the elements of the ap-
paratus shown and described herein, in con-
nection with other elements not shown and
deseribed, it being my intention in this ap-
plication to limit the invention to the con-

struction illustrated and embraced in the
claims.,

I claim—

1. In a soda fountain, the combination of
the plates thereof,the corner pieces provided
with grooves to receive the plates, the seat
within the said corner pieces to support an
inner box away from the plates, and connect-
ing rods attached to the corner pieces, sub-
stantially as described.

2. In a soda fountain, the combination of
the plates thereof having beveled edges, the
corner pieces provided with grooves to re-
ceive the beveled edges of the plates, the seat
within the said corner pieces to support an
inner box away from the plates, and adjust-
able connecting rods attached to the corner
pieceslocated within the frame, substantially
as described.

3. In a soda fountain the combination of
the plates, the corner pieces having eylinders
seated in their outer edges, grooves to receive
the edges of the plates, the seat within the
said corner pieces to support an inner box
away from the plates, and connecting rods
attached to the corner pieces, substantially
as described. ‘

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

THOMAS ¢. RILEY.
Witnesses:

B. J. NOYES,
Eva S. ROUNDS.
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