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Th15 mventmn relates to identification devices,
and more particularly to identification devices ap-
plicable to and continuing 1n use upon tumbler-
lock keys.

‘The prevalent and ever-increasing use of turn-
bler locks has resulted in more. and more con-
fusion in location of the proper key from a: mul-
tiplicity of keys of necessity carried by a person
or assembled in a bunch for private or business
burposes.. -Some lock and keys manufacturers
have endeavored to-lessen the confusion by hav-
ing: a:distinctive formation of the head of the
key of ‘their manufacture, but since. all keys-of
that-manufacturer have the same type head, and
8 person is apt to have several keys of that
type, the confusion continues and in instances of
agents having keys for all rooms or apartmeénts
of a building wherein the same make of lock is
employed. throughout, the chacs of key identity is
insurmountable by common practice of -tagging
the keys when considered from the standpoint
of permanence, legibility, convenience and neat-
ness. While efforts have been made to surmount
the difficulties of key identification by devices at-

tached to the keys, those efforts have been, for

the most part, ineffective for numerous reasons,
amongst which may be mentioned the easy and
unintentional disassociation of the identification
from the key sometimes as a result of removal of

the key from its key-ririg and sometimes by snag- ¢

ging of a retaining part on the person’s clothing
thereby pulling the identification loose from the
key. Again, the fact exists that a very consider-
able ‘use of force is<often necessarily ‘applied by

the user upon the head of the key when insert-" :

ing the key in the lock or when operating the key
within the lock, and the insecurity of attachment
of the identification means upon the head of the
key has dislocated said means from the key orso
loosened .it that removal of the identification
means has been chosen as a resort to the lesser

of the evils involved. Furthermore, it‘is neces-.

sary that the user of a key must be able to grip
the key firmly so it will not wobble one way or
another when addressing the lock therewith, as
a key is frequently used in ‘the dark and. direc-

tion of shank toward the lock is governed by the

“feel” of the key in the user’s grip.

An’object of the present invention is to pro-
vide an ‘identification means which overcomes
the deficiencies of the prior art and which will
effectively solve the problems encountered -'in
identifying keys. ‘

Another object of the present invention is to
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prov1de an ‘identification means for keys which 55

is applicable to one of various. sizes of keys and
vet enable the key to be. grlpped ﬁrmly by the
user.

A further object of:the invention is'to. provide
an identification means for keys which does not
rely upon the key structire as part of the means
for locking the device.in assembled condition.

A still further object of the invention is to
provide -an identification means for. keys which
may be readily applied and on which the user
may: ‘readily ‘indicate . desired . identification
marking: : C

- Again, an object .of :the present invention is to
provide an identification ‘means for keys .which

. introduces no sharp edges or other parts produc-

tive of increased wear in one’s pocket; and utilizes
no:parts-apt to catch and dislodge or. loosen the
identification means from the key.

- ‘Additional objects of the invention will appear
hereinafter by .direct recitation .thereof .and by
1mphca.t10n from the context.

Referring to. the ~accompanying drawing in
which:like numerals of reference indicate similar
parts throughout the several views;

“Figures 1.and. 2-are. elevations looking at op—
posite sides’of ‘a. key- to:which my invention has
been applied;

- Pigure 3:is a cross—secmon on lme III—III of
F‘1g .1 on a scale. con51derably greater than the
showing of Fig.1;

Pigure 4 is a front elevatlon of one membe1 of
the identification deV1ce disassociated from the
key;

. Figure 5 is an. elevatlon of the complementary
member of the identification device disassociated
from other parts and from the key:

Fxgure 6 is an elevatlon of the marker member
dlsassoma,ted from ;othér parts. and the key;

Figure 7 is a cross-section similar to the cross-
section of Figure 3, showing a modified construe-
tion’ of 1dent1ﬁcat1on devme open at both sides
of the key;” .

Figure 8 is a front elevation of hody member of
the' modified construcmon of Fig. 7, showing said

 member disassociated from other members and

f1 om the key; and

F1gure 9isan elevatlon similar to 1"1g 1, show-
ing a'modified shape of identification device upon
a “clover-leaf” key, and with a margmal section
of the-said -device brokenaway at-the front of
the key to bettér show the shape thereof.

~In -the spemﬁc ‘embodiment of the invention
llustratedin ‘said drawing, and ‘with attention
initially directed: to Figures 1o 6:inclusive there-
“of, the reference nutheral 10 designates.a key of
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the type used with tumbler locks. Said key, as
usual, provides a flat head 1! from which pro-
jects a shank 12, said head having a hole 13
transversely therethrough from front to back for
mounting the key upon a key-ring or the like.
The particular key shown, provides a head il
which is of generally circular contour, but the
identification means about to be described is not
confined to use only with circular-headed keys,
but may be applied upon and will properly func-
tion with keys of other shapes.

The identification device of the present in-
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vention preferably comprises three parts, name- . -

1y, a body portion 14 of greater diameter than
the key head and hollowed, as at 15, to receive
the key-head therein; also a ring 16 to overlie
the front margin of the key head and hold the
same within the body portion; and lastly, a mark-
er member 11 of diameter substantially that of
the hollow. 15 to overlie the face of the key and
exposed in most part through the opening of said
ring 16, Next the front of the hollowed por-
tion is an inner peripheral groove or bezel 18
of appropriately tapered cross-section for recep-
tion and retention of a tapered or feather-edge
19 at the extreme periphery of the ring. In
front of the bezel, the rim of the body member
tapers appropriately for enabling the edge of the
ring to be snapped into the bezel with applica-
tion of force commensurate with the construction
and materials employed. Either or both the body
member and rim may be of suitable metal, cellu-
lose derivative or other material adapted fo the
uses and purposes described. =All-exposed edges
in use are rounded to avoid parts that will intro-
duce wear in the user’s pocket. :

Body member 4 is here depicted as having a
back wall and marginal side wall of generally
circular. configuration thereby providing a cir-
cular hollow 15. Furthermore, next what may
be termed the bottom edge of said member, a
section of the side wall is cut-away or omitted
for passage of the shank of the key therethrough,
Above this cut-away part of the side-wall; the
back wall is provided with a suitable hole 20 in
appropriate  location for: juxtaposition thereof
with the hole I3 in the key when assembled.

Ring 16 in a broad sense constitutes a comple-
mentary member to-the body member for pro-
viding ‘a socket within which the head of the
key is retained. It is essential that this comple-
mentary part have its major area open so that
the pressure of the user’s finger holding the key
will be applied to the head of -the key without
interposition of the complementary member to
lessen that pressure. The user will accordingly
have & grip upon the key which will keep the

key from wobbling when addressing the key to’

a lock. The said complementary member is con-
tinuous across the opening provided in the side
wall of the body member and accordingly effec-
tually. overlies the key head around its entire
margin. It is to be particularly noted that the
interlocking of the body member and comple~

mentary member together is entirely independent.

of the key, and consequently the device is adapt-
able for use with keys the heads of which differ
considerably as to size and shape.

the complementary character of the member 1§
may be accomplished by other than flat rings,
the invention contemplating body members and

complementary members which together form a-
socket for the key head angd which interlock with .

It will ac-.
cordingly be now more readily appreciated that
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respect to each other irrespective of the presence
of or assistance of the key head.

Marker member {17 is preferably a disc of card-
board or other flexible, inexpensive material of
a character suitable for application thereto by
the user of desired identifying inscription, as
with pen, pencil or otherwise. The margin of
the marker member is arranged to underlie the
ring so as to be retained in place assembled with
the other members and -with the key. Said
marker member likewise acts as a washer be-
tween the key and ring, and when of cardboard
or the like, is sufficiently susceptible to moderate
compression as to enable the members to fit
snugly and retaineq firmly in the device. The
cardboard marker member may be replaced from
time to time if found desirable, and a new one
substituted when applying the device upon a dif-
ferent key, the presence of the cardboard again
serving a useful purpose in enabling a tool to be
worked between the key and ring to spring the
ring from the bezel. As shown, the marker mem-
ber has a hole 2{ therein appropriately placed for
juxtapositioning over the hole 13 of the key.

The construction of identification device of

‘Figures 7 and 8 differs from that above-described

essentially in the provision of a central window
opening 22 in the body member 23 opposed to
and substantially the same size as the window
opening of the complementary member or ring
i6. Thig enables a marking member {1’ identical
if so desired with marking member {1, to be ap-
plied between the key and body member and ex-
posed through the window opening of said body.
member.

In Figure 9, the invention is shown appllcable
to use of other than circular contours. By way
of illustration, a key with a common form of
clover-leaf head 11’ is provided with an identi-
fying device of approximately square shape with
the corners of the square rounded. The device,
as before, has a rimmed body portion 24 there-
by providing a socket for the key which is held
by a complementary member 25 presenting a
central - window opening through which is ex-
posed the face of a marker member 26 inter-
posed between the key head and the said com-
plementary member. Said marker member is
shown with an inscription having been made
thereon.

It is to be understood that other modifications
both as to construction and use may be made
without departing from the spirit or scope of
the invention, and I do not wish to be inter-
preted as confining myself to the iliustrated em-
bodiments only, except as set forth in the fol-
lowing claims when construed in the light of
the prior art. ’

I claim:

1. An identification device for keys, compris-
ing a body member providing a substantially
rigid upstanding wall forming a socket having
a forward opening as large as the inner part of .
the socket for receiving a key head freely therein,
said upstanding wall providing a bezel next the
forward . opening of said socket, a comple-.
mentary member having a feather edge engage-
able in said benzel and rigidly retained thereby
at the forward part of said socket, said comple-
mentary member providing a window opening,
and a marker member within said socket behind
and retained by said complementary member and
exposed through said window opening. )

2. An identification device for keys, compris-
ing a body member socketed to receive the key
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head, a complementary member applicable over
the margin of the socket, said body member
being substantially rigid and said body member
and complementary member interlocking one
with respect to the other, said body member be-
ing cut-away for passage of the key-shank out
of the socket and the interlocking of said mem-
bers maintained by rigidity of said body member,
said body member providing a substantially en-
tife back wall and said complementary member
providing a window opening opposed to said back
wall, and a marker member within said socket
and exposed through said window opening.

3. An identification device for keys, compris-
ing a body member socketed to receive the key
head, a complementary member applicable over
the margin of the socket, said body member
being substantially rigid and said body member
and - complementary member interlocking one
with respect to the other. said body member
being cut-away for passage of the key-shank
out of the socket and the interlocking of said
members maintained by rigidity of said body
member, said body member and complementary
member each providing window openings therein
one opposed to the other, and a marker member
within said socket and exposed through one of
said window openings.

4. An identification device for keys, compris-
ing a body member socketed to receive the key
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head, a complementary member applicable over
the margin of the socket, said body member be-
ing substantially rigid and said body member
and complementary member interlocking one
with respect to the other, said body member be-
ing cut-away for passage of the key-shank out
of the socket and the interlocking of said mem-
bers maintained by rigidity of said body member,
said body member and complementary member
each providing window openings therein one op-
posed to the other, a marker member within said
socket and exposed through one of said window
openings, and another marker member within
said socket and exposed through the other of
said window openings.

5. An identification device for keys, .compris-
ing a body member providing a substantially
rigid upstanding wall forming a socket having a
forward opening as large as the inner part of
the socket for receiving a key head freely there-
in, and g complementary member applicable
within the said forward opening of said sockeg
and in engagement with said substantially rigid
wall the full peripheral length of said wall, said
wall and complementary member having means
circumferentially thereof securing one with re-
spect to the other around the full length of said
wall forming the socket.

CLAREMONT ROBERT MORRIS.




