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Patented Apr. 13, 1954 2,675,062 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,675,062 

CHAR AND TABLET ARMASSEMBLY 

John H. Clarin, Oak Park, Ill., assignor to Clarin 
Mfg. Co., Chicago, Ill., a corporation of Illinois 
Application August 17, 1951, Serial No. 242,248 

(C. 155-125) 13 Clains. 

This invention relates to chairs having tablets 
attached thereto and more specifically relates to 
a folding chair having a collapsible tablet 
mounted thereon which may be easily extended 
to a Writing position, moved to a position so as to 
permit easy access to and departure from the 
chair, or collapsed to a storage position without 
detachment from the chair. 

In the past, chairs have been provided with 
tablet arms for writing purposes. These tablet 
arms are usually held in fixed relation with re 
Spect to the aSSociated chairs so that it is often 
difficult to sit down in and get up from the chairs, 
particularly when the chairs are in close relation 
to one another as in the class room. In addition, 
these tablet arms cannot be easily moved, if a , 
all, when desired. In those chairs which provide 
collapsible tablet arms, the tablets are often un 
steady and do not permit easy access to the chair 
Without complete collapse of the tablet arm. 
Furthermore, it is usually difficult to collapse 
these tablet arms. Attempts have been made to 
place collapsible tablet arms on folding type 
chairs but these attempts have, in general, re 
Sulted in unsatisfactory constructions and the 
tablet arms were not sufficiently steady for satis 
factory use. 

Therefore, a main object of the present inven 
tion is to provide a chair having a tablet arm 
which may be extended for writing or other pur 
poses, moved to such a position as to provide easy 
access to and withdrawal from the chair, and 
collapsed to a storage position removed from any 
interference with movement of the occupant of 
the chair. Another object of the invention is 
the provision of such a tablet arm which is ' 
associated with a folding chair so as to provide a 
sturdy overall construction of high rigidity. Still 
further objects are to provide a simple collapsible 
tablet arm assembly which may be easily and 
economically manufactured; the provision of a 
tablet arm assembly which may be operated with 
facility to permit access of a person to the chair 
and to permit an occupant to get up from the 
chair without difficulty and which may be ex 
tended or collapsed with ease; the provision of a 
tablet arm assembly which may be collapsed while 
a folding chair is extended or collapsed concur 
rently with folding of such a chair; to provide 
an assembly which may be compactly stored so 
as to facilitate stacking of the associated chairs; 
and the provision of a new and improved con 
struction for accomplishing the foregoing objects 
of the invention. 
The accompanying drawings illustrate a pre 

ferred embodiment of the invention in which: 
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Figure 1 illustrates a folding chair having a 

tablet arm assembly in accordance with the in 
veinition attached thereto, tine tablet being shown 
in dotted lines in a position which permits easy 
access to the chair. 

Figure 2 is a View similar to Fig. 1, the tablet 
arm assembly being shown in a collapsed position. 

Figure 3 is a fraginentary plan view of the 
tablet arm assembly, the tablet being pivoted to 
the vertical position shown by dotted lines in 
Fig. 1. 

Figure 4 is a side elevational view of the chair 
aid tablet arm assenbly. 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary view, in side eleva 

tion, of the tablet arm assembly and chair, the 
View illustrating an intermediate position of the 
assembly as it is being collapsed. 

Figure 6 is also a fragmentary view, in side 
elevation, of the tablet arm assembly showing 
another intermediate position of the assembly as 
it is being collapsed. 

iFigure 7 is a Sectional view taken along line 
-i in Figure 4. 
The present invention is adapted for use in 

aSSociation with rigid chairs of various types but 
has particular adaption in connection with fold 
ing type chairs. Accordingly, the drawings ii 
lustrate a folding chair on which is mounted a 
tablet arm assembly 2 in accordance with the 
invention. 
The chair is of conventional construction and 

is generally similar to that shown in my patent, 
2,548,098, entitled Folding Chair and Kneeler At 
tachment and issued on April 19, 1951, which 
patent has been assigned to the assignee of the 
present invention. As shown in the drawings, 
the chair comprises a generally. U-shaped sec 
tion 3 which embraces the chair back 4. The 
U-shaped section is formed from a fiat strip, 
the edges being rolled inwardly to provide a bead 
5 and a Section which is generally channel-shaped 
in cross-section. The lower portion of the U 
shaped section 3 provides a pair of forward legs 
6 for the chair and these legs are interconnected 
by a CrOSS brace which is of similal construc 
tion as the U-shaped section 3 and which is usual. 
ly riveted to the legs. 6. In order to substantially 
prevent lateral or SWaying movement of the chair 
f and assure more rigid construction, angularly 
extending braces 8 are connected between the 
Cross brace and each leg 6, as is particularly 
shown in FigS. 1 and 2. A seat supporting brace 
9 is also connected between the legs 6 and is 
adapted to Support a seat when the chair is 
in its extended position. 
The chair further includes a pair of rear legs 
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which are fabricated from channel shaped 
sections a and plate sections 2 which extend 
upwardly from the channel sections. The plate 
Sections nest in the channel sections and are 
usually riveted thereto. The rear legs aire 
pivotally connected to the front legs 6 of the 
chair as shown at 3 and the upper ends of the 
rear legs are connected to the seat by 
means of pivots. Cross braces 4 and 5 extend 
between the rear legs in order to provide a 
sturdy, reinforced construction. 
The Seat in addition to being connected to 

the upper end of the rear legs and Supported 
by the cross-brace 9 when the chair is extended 
is also Suspended for the J-shaped Section S 
by means of links G which are pivotally con 
nected to the U-shaped section as shown at 
and to the seat as indicated at 8. The lower 
end of the link 8 extends below the seat to pro 
vide an ear 9 which engages the cross brace 9 
and limits the unfolding movement of the chair. 
A pin 23 projects from each side of the seat f() 
and is positioned to engage the ear 9 So as to 
limit the unfolding movement of the seat and 
permit easy unfolding action. 
The tablet, arn assembly 2 is adapted to be 

collapsed and to be extended to its Writing posi 
tion at ainy time when the chair is extended. 
Furthermore, the asseinbly 2 is operable to per 
mit easy access to the chair or an occupant to 
leave the chair Without difficulty. As shown in 
the drawings, the assembly is disposed on the 
right hand side of the folding chair but it may 
be attached to the left hand side of the chair. 
The tablet, arm assembly includes a tablet airin 

2 which is carried. On a frame 22. When the as 
sembly 2 is extended, the frame extends for 
Wardly from the chair, as shown in Fig. 4, and is 
Supported in this position by a supporting mem 
ber 23 and a linkage 24. The supporting member 
and linkage are each connected to the U-shaped 
Section 3. The tablet aim assembly 2 is Secured 
in its extended position by a releasable locking 
mechanisi), 25 which is associated With the as 
sembly 2. 
The tablet arm 2 will usually be made of wood, 

though other materials may be used, and is shaped 
to provide an enlarged forward section for Writ 
ing purposes and to permit the chair occupant to 
comfortably sit in the chair. A pair of angle 
members 26 are attached to the underside of the 
tablet arm and are adapted for connection to 
the frame 22. The connection to the frame is 
provided by rivets 2 which permit the tablet to 
be tilted to an out-of-the-way position, as shown 
by the dotted lines in Fig. 1, thereby facilitating 
access to the chair and permitting an occupant 
to leave the chair. As a result of this feature, 
the chairS may be placed in close relation to one 
another without inconveniencing the chair users. 
The tablet arm Supporting frame 22 may be 

fabricated from a strip of material, as shown in 
Fig. 3, the Strip being formed to provide a rec 
tangular section 28, which is disposed under the 
tablet 2i and which prevents any tilting of the 
tablet when in the writing position. The strip 
is ful"ther formed to provide a section 29 which 
extends rearwardly from the rectangular section 
28 and connects to linkage 24. The rearward 
most edge of this section is provided with a 
shoulder 30 which is in position to engage the 
linkage 24 when the tablet arm assembly 2 is col 
lapsed. the frame 22 is pivotally connected to 
the upper end of the supporting member 23 by 
means of a pin 31, and is also connected to the 
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4 
Supporting member by means of a diagonally ex 
tending support brace 32 which extends from 
the outer edge of the fiane 22 diagonally in 
Wardly to the supporting member 23. 
The Supporting member 23 comprises an angle 

iron Section in the construction shown in the 
drawings, and the lower end of this member is 
provided with a slot 33 which permits limited up 
and down movement of the member. A pin 34 is 
attached to the right leg 6 for engaging the slot 
33, this pin being supported on a plate 35 which 
is nested in the channel section of the leg 6, as 
ShoWI) in particular in Fig. 4. 
The linkage 25, as before indicated, is con 

nected to the rearward end of the frame 22 and 
comprises a link 36 which is pivotally connected 
to the U-shaped section 3 at its upper end and 
to the frame 22 adjacent its lower end, when the 
assembly 2 is extended. The link extends below 
the frame to provide a pawl 37 as shown in Fig. 4. 
he pawl is proportioned to engage the shoulder 

38 on the end of the frame 22 so as to prevent 
Over-center novenent of the link when the tablet 
arm assembly 2 is collapsed. If such over-center. 
movement is permitted, the assembly 2 may be 
difficult to extend. A dog 38 is secured to the 
U-shaped Section 3 for the purpose of engaging 
the pawl 32 when the assembly is in the extended 
position. This is an important feature of the 
invention and prevents lateral movement of the 
rearward end of the tablet arm 2 thereby pro 
viding a very steady surface. The dog 38 is de 
Sirably also positioned to engage the supporting 
member 23 when the tablet arm assembly. 2 is 
Collapsed. - 

When the chair shown in the drawings is used 
in combination with the tablet arm assembly, 
it is necessary to build out the U-shaped section 3 
for purposes of Supporting the linkage 24 and this 
is accomplished through provision of an arcuate 
shaped piece 39 which is riveted or otherwise at 
tached to the upper end of the U-shaped sec 
tion 3. The link 36 is connected to this piece. 
The releasable locking mechanism 25 as shown 

in the drawings is also an important feature of 
the invention as it permits the tablet arm as 
Senably 2 to be collapsed when the chair is in the 
unfolded position and causes the assembly to col 
lapse When the chair is folded. The locking 
mechanism 25 includes a channel-shaped latch" 
48 which is fixedly attached to the supporting 
member 23 and opens inwardly toward the chair 
(Fig. 3). The latch includes a pair of legs 46a 
and 46b, the leg 49b being secured to the support 
ing member 23. The locking mechanism 25 
further includes an irregularly shaped catch 4 
Which, in the construction shown in the draw. 
ings, is formed on the upper end of the plate 2 
asSociated with the right rear leg i. (Figures 
4, 5 and 6.) The catch is provided with a can 
Surface 42 which inclines forwardly and down 
Wardly from the Supporting member 23 (Fig. 4). 
and which is positioned to engage the leg 40a 
of the latch 48. The catch 4 f is also provided 
With a V-shaped notch 43 which is in position 
to receive the Supporting member 23. The notch 
43 is formed in a portion of the catch is which 
extends generally parallel to the rear leg and 
Which provides a second cam surface A. The 
releasable locking mechanism is shown in the 
locked position in Fig. 4 and, in this position, the 
Supporting member 23 is seated in the notch 43. 
and the latch 4 engages the can surface. 42. 
As a result, the supporting member is secured 
against, both lateral, and forward and rearward 
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movement by the notch 43, and latch A and catch 
4 respectively. Through engagement of the pawl 
37 on the linkage 24 with the dog 38 and the action 
of the locking mechanism 25, the tablet 2 is 
securely held in the Writing position thereby pro 
viding an unusually steady Writing Surface. 
The cam surface 48, notch 3, and slot 33, which 

is formed in the lower end of the supporting 
member 23, are proportioned and arranged so 
that the supporting in ember may be lifted and 
rotated rearwardly to thereby disengage the latch 
40 from the catch . The cam Surface 2 and 
latch 40 are also proportioned so that when the 
chair is collapsed the latch is slides down the can 
surface A2 and the catch moves upwardly 
through the latch 43 so that the latch disengages 
from the can surface A2, thereby releasing the 
locking mechanism and causing the tablet aria 
assembly 2 to collapse. When the latch 48 dis 
engages the cam surface $2 it slides down the 
second can surface it on the catch 4, this Sec 
Ondi Surface extending dow.Wardly and rear 
wardly from the lower edge of the cam Surface 
42, as before indicated. It is important that this 
surface be proportioned so that the latch 33 dis 
engages therefrom prior to cornplete collapse of 
the assembly 2. If such disengagenient is not 
accomplished, the asserably will extend when the 
chair is unfolded placing undesired streSS upon 
various parts of the asseinabiy and making the 
chair difficult to unfold. 

In order to coilapse the tablet arm assembly 2 
when the chair is in the extended position, the 
tablet, arm. 2 is first tilted to the position shown 
by dotted ines in Figure 3 and then the support 
ing member 23 is lifted to the position shown in 
Figure 5 so as to disengage the atch 38. The 
assembly is noved rearwardly, the Supporting 
member moving to the position shown in Fig. 6 
and the link 36 rotating rearwardly. Upon con 
tinued reaward movement of the assembly, the 
supporting member 23 engages the dog 33 on the 
U-shaped member 3 thereby limiting the coi 
lapsing movement of the tablet arm assembly 2 
and the pawl 37 on the link 36 engages the 
shoulder 3. On the frare 22 to prevent over-cen 
ter movement of the linkage 24. 
When the chair is folded and the tablet arm 

assembly 2 is extended, the Catch is loves up 
wardly and rearwardly relative to the latch 48 
causing the latch to side down the can Surface 
62 and become disengaged therefroin. Further 
collapsing (ovement of the chair causes the 
latch to side down the can Surface if and dis 
engage therefroin. The tablet arm a SSenably 
then collapses to the position previously described. 
The tablet arm 2 may be tilted as desired. 
When the chair is unfolded, the tablet arm 
assembly 2 renais collapsed. The assenly 
may be extended from this collapsed position by 
merely pulling the asserbly forward, lifting the 
supporting member up to engage the latch 4 
with the catch is, and then lowering the latch 
4) into engage (2nt With the catch. 
The arrangement described in the foregoing 

provides an unusually steady construction and at 
the same time is simple to manufacture. Fur 
thermore, the arrange:Snent permits easy access 
and departure of occupants to and fron the chair 
and collapse of the tablet airina assembly to an 
out-of-the-way position when desired. The aS 
sembly may be easily and simply Operated to any 
desired position and may be inade a part of a 
folding chair so that the combined chair and as 
sembly may be easily stored. Various of the 
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6 
novel features of the invention are defined by the 
following claims. 

I claim: 
1. In combination a chair, and a collapsible 

tablet arm assembly, said tablet, ariyi assembly 
comprising a tablet airn which extends forwardly 
from said chair when said assembly is in the 
extended position, a linkage connected to the 
rearward portion of said tablet arm and to said 
chair for pivotally connecting said tablet arm to 
said chair, a supporting member pivotally con 
nected at one end to said tablet arm for Wardly 
of said linkage and at the other end to Said chair 
at a point located below the point of connection 
of said one end for holding said tablet arm in an 
operative horizontally extended position, and re 
leasable locking leans securing said a SSembly in 
an extended position and permitting Said as 
sembly to be collapsed. 

2. In combination, a chair and a collapsible 
tablet arm assembly, said tablet arm aSSembly 
including a tablet, arm which extends forward 
ly from said chair, when said tablet arm as 
sembly is extended, a frame which supports Said 
tablet arm, means for pivotally connecting said 
tablet arm to said frame, Said pivot means hav 
ing a forwardly extending horizontally disposed 
axis so as to thereby permit Said tablet arm to 
be tilted from a horizontal position to a verti 
cal position, a linkage connected to the rear 
ward portion of said frame and to said chair, 
a supporting member pivotally connected at one 
end to said frame at a point forwardly of Said 
linkage and at the other end to Said chair at 
a point below the point of connection to Said 
frame, and releasable locking means securing 
said assembly in an extended position &nd per 
mitting said assembly to be collapsed. 

3. In combination, a chair and a collapsible 
tablet airlin assembly, said tablet artin aSSenholy 
comprising a tablet arm which extends forward 
ly from said chair when said assembly is ex 
tended, a linkage connected to said chair and to 
the rearward portion of said tablet arm for pivot 
ally connecting said tablet arm to said chair, a 
supporting member pivotally connected at one 
end to said tablet arrin forwardly of Said linikage 
and at the other end to said chair at a point 
located below the point of connection of Said 
one end, and releasable locking means Securing 
said assembly in an extended position aid per 
mitting said assembly to be collapsed, Said lock 
ing means including a latch which is attached to 
said supporting member and a coacting catch 
secured to Said chair. 

4. In combination a chair, and a collapsible 
tablet arm assembly, said tablet aim assembly 
including a tablet arm which extends for Wardly 
from said chair when said assembly is extended, 
a frame which supports said tablet ai'in, Gleains 
for pivotally connecting said tablet a "on to Said 
frame, said pivot means having a forwardly ex 
tending horizontally disposed axis So as to there 
by permit, said tablet arm to be tilted from a 
horizontal position to a vertical position, a link 
age connected to the rearward portion of Said 
frame and to said chair, a Supporting neinbei 
pivotally connected at one end to said frame 
at a point forwardly of said linkage and at the 
other end to said chair at 2 point, below the 
point of connection to said frame, and releas 
able locking means Securing Said aSSenably in an 
extended position and permitting Said asSerinbly 
to be collapsed, said locking means including a 
latch which is attached to Said Supporting men 
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ber and a coacting catch which is secured to Said 
chair, said catch having a rearwardly opening 
notch formed therein engaging Said Supporting 
member and a portion engaging said latch. When 
Said Supporting member is disposed in Said notch 
to thereby secure said Supporting member against 
forward and rearward noveinent. 

5. In combination a chair, and a collapsible 
tablet arm assembly, Said tablet arm a SSembly 
including a tablet arm which extends forwardly 
from Said chair when Said a SSenbly is extended, 
a frame which SupportS Said tablet arra, means 
for pivotally connecting Said tablet arm to Said 
frame, said pivot means having a for Wardly 
extending horizontally disposed axis So as to 
thereby permit said tablet arm to be tilted froin 
a horizontal position to a vertical position, a 
linkage connected to the rearWard portion of 
said frame and to Said chair, a Supporting men 
ber pivotally connected at one end to Said frane 
at a point forwardly of Said linkage, the other 
end of Said Supporting member having a slot 
formed therein, a pin attached to Said chair 
and Siidably engaging Said slot in Said Supporting 
member, and releasable locking means Securing 
Said aSSenbly in an extended position aid per 
mitting Said aSSenbly to be collapsed, said lock 
ing means including a latch. Which is attached 
to Said Supporting member, and a coacting catch 
Which is Secured to Said chair, Said catch having 
a rearwardly opening notch formed therein en 
gaging Said Supporting member and a portion err 
gaging said latch when said Supporting nenbei 
is disposed in said notch to thereby Secure said 
Supporting member against forward and rear 
Ward movement, Said slot in Said Supporting 
member being proportioned to permit Said latch 
to engage and disengage Said catch. 

6. In combination a chair, and a collapsible 
tablet arm assembly, said tablet arm assembly 
including a tablet arrin which extends forward 
ly from Said chair when said assembly is ex 
tended, a frame Supporting Said tablet arm, 
means for pivotally connecting said tablet arm 
to said frame, Said pivot ineans having a for Ward 
ly extending horizontally disposed axis so as to 
thereby permit said tablet arn to be tilted from 
a horizontal position to a vertical position, a 
linkage connected to the rearward portion of Said 
frame, said linkage including a link which is 
pivotally connected at one end to said chair 
and at the other end to Said frame, a dog Se 
cred to said chair engaging Said link When said 
assembly is extended, a Supporting member 
pivotally connected at one end to Said frane at 
a point forwardly of said linkage and at the 
other end to said chair at a point below the point 
of connection to Said frame, and releasable lock 
ing means securing Said a SSembly in an extended 
position and to permit said asseinbiy to be co 
lapsed. 

7. in combination a chair, and a collapsible 
tablet arm assembly, said tablet artin assembly in 
cluding a tablet, which extends forwardly from 
said chair when said assembly is extended, a 
frame Supporting said tablet, means for pivotally 
connecting said tablet to said fraine, said pivot 
means having a forwardly extending horizontally 
disposed axis so as to thereby permit said tablet 
to be tilted from a horizontai position to a Wer 
tical position, a linkage connected to the rear 
Ward portion of Said frame, Said linkage includ 
ing a link pivotally connected at one end to said 
chair, the other end of Said link providing a 
pawl, pivot means for interconnecting Said link 
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8 
to said frame, a dog secured to said chair and 
positioned to engage Said pawl When Said aSSen 
bly is extended and to prevent lateral movement 
of said frane, a supporting member pivotally Con 
nected at one end to said frame at a point for 
Wardly of Said linkage and at the other end to 
said chair at a point below the point of connec 
tion to said frame, and releasable locking means 
securing said assembly in an extended position 
and permitting said, assembly to be collapsed. 

8. In combination a chair, and a collapsible 
tablet, arr assembly, said tablet arm aSSembly in 
cluding a tablet arm which extends forwardly 
from said chaii. When said aSSembly is extended, 
a frame Supporting said tablet arm, means for 
ivotally connecting said tablet arm to Said 

frame, said pivot means having a for Wardly ex 
tending horizontally disposed axis So as to there 
by permit Said tablet to be tilted from a hori 
zontal position to a vertical position, a linkage 
connected to the rearward portion of Said frame, 
said linkage including a link pivotally connected 
at one end to Said chair, the other end of Said 
link providing a pawl, a pivot for interconnect 
ing Said link to said frame, a shoulder on the 
rearward end of said fraine positioned to engage 
said pawl when Said assembly is collapsed and 
prevent over-center in ovement of Said linkage, a 
Supporting reinber pivotally connected at One end 
to said frame at a point forwardly of Said inkage 
and at the other end to Said chair at a point be 
low the point of connection to said frame, and 
releasable locking nearls Securing said assembly 
in an extended position and to permit Said as 

5 Senbly to be collapsed. 
9. In combination a chair, and a collapsible 

tablet artin assembly, Said tablet arm assembly in 
cluding a tablet arm. Which extends forwardly 
from said chair when said assembly is extended, a 
frane Supporting Said tablet arm, means for piv 
otally connecting said tablet arm to said frame, 
said pivot means having a forwardly extending 
horizontally disposed axis so as to thereby permit 
Said tablet arm to be tilted from a horizontal po 
sition to a Wertical position, a linkage connected 
to the rearward portion of said frame, said link 
age including a link pivotally connected at one 
end to said chair, the other end of said link pro 
viding a pawl, a pivot for interconnecting said 
link to Said frane, a dog secured to said chair and 
positioned to engage Said paW When said assem 
by is extended to prevent lateral movement of 
Said frarine, a Shoulder. On the rearward end of 
Said frame and positioned to engage said pawl 
when said assembly is collapsed so as to prevent 
Over-center movement of said linkage with respect 
to said frame, a Supporting member pivotally con 
nected at One end to Said frame at a point for 
Wardly of Said linkage and at the other end to 
said chair at a point below the point of connec 
tion to Said frame, and releasable locking means 
Securing Said a SSeinbly in an extended position 
and permitting said assembly to be collapsed. 

10. In combination a folding chair, and a col 
lapsible tablet arm aSSembly, said tablet arm as 
sembly comprising a tablet arm which extends 
forwardly from said chair when said assembly is 
in the extended position, a linkage connected to 
the rearward portion of said tablet arm and to 
Said chair for pivotally connecting said tablet. 
arn to Said chair, a supporting member pivotal 
ly connected at one end to said tablet arm for 
Wardly of Said linkage and at the other end to 
Said chair at a point located below the point of 
connection of Said one end, and releasable lock-. 

s 
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ing means securing said assembly in an extended 
position and to permit said assembly to be col 
lapsed. 

11. In combination a folding cinair, and a col 
lapsible taiolet arm assembly, said tablet airii as- 5 
Seably comprising a tablet aren which extends 
forwardly from Said chair when said asseinibly 
is in the extended position, a linkage coininected 
to the rearward portion of Said tablet ariin and 
to said chair for pivotally connecting said tablet i0 
arin to said chair, a Supporting rnember pivotally 
collected at Oile end to Said tablet aim forward 
ly of said linkage and at the other end to Said 
chair at a point located below the point of con 
nection of said one end, and releasaoie locking l? 
means Securing said aSSeimbly in an extended 
position and to permit said asserably to be col 
lapsed, said locking nieans including a channel 
shaped latch attached to Said Supporting men 
ber and opening inwardly toward Said chair, and 20 
a catch attached to Said chair and having a rear 
wardly opening notch formed therein engaging 
said supporting Yenbei and having a caim Sui 
face for engaging a leg of Said latch. 

12. In combination a folding chair, and a col- 25 
lapsible tablet arm assembly, Said tablet arm 
assembly comprising a tablet artin which ex 
tends forwardly from Said chair. When Said a S 
sembly is in the extended position, a linkage 
connected to the rearward portion of Said tablet 30 
arm and to said chair for pivotally connecting 
said tablet arm to Said chair, a Supporting men 
ber pivotally connected at one end to said tablet 
arm forwardly of Said linkage and at the other 
end to said chair at a point located below the 35 
point of connection of Said one end, Said other 
end of said supporting member having a slot 
formed therein, a pin attached to said chair 
and slidably engaging Said slot, and releasable 
locking means securing said assembly in an ex- it. 
tended position and to permit Said asserbly to 
be collapsed, said locking means including a 
channel-shaped latch fixedly attached to Said 
supporting member, and opening in Wardly to 
ward said chair, and a catch having a rear 
Wardly extending notch formed therein for re 
ceiving said supporting member and having a 
cam surface positioned to engage a leg of Said 

latch, said slot in Said Supporting member be 
ing proportioned to permit Said latch and catch 
to be engaged and disengaged. 

i3. In combination a folding chair compris 
ing pairs of front and rear legs hingedly con 
Liected together and shiftable into and out of 
coilapsed and extended positions, a Seat pivoted 
Oil Said rear legs, Said front legs Supporting Said 
Seat When Said chair is unfolded, and a tablet 
airin assembly adapted to be collapsed when said 
chair is folded and also when said chair is un 
foided, Said tablet arrin a SSerinbiy comprising a 
t&iolet arm Which extends forwardly from Said 
chair When Said a SSerbly is in the extended 
position, a linkage connected to the rearward 
poition of Said tablet arm and to said chair 
for pivotally Connecting Said tablet arm to said 
chair, a Supporting meinber pivotally connected 
at one end to Said tablet arm forwardly of said 
iinkage and at the other end to said chair at 
a point ig3ate below the point of connection 
of Said one end, said Supporting member having 
a slot formed therein, a pin on the iower por 
tion of Said front legs and engaging said slot, 
and releasable locking means which permits said 
aSSembly to be collapsed, said locking means 
including a channel-shaped latch fixedly at 
tached to Said Supporting member intermediate 
its ends, and opening inwardly toward said 
Chair, and a catch attached to the upper end 
of one of Said rear legs and having a rearwardly 
opening notch formed therein and a cam sur 
face eigaging said latch, Said cam surface be 
ing pi'oportioled So that said latch disengages 
tierefroin when said chair is folded whereby said 
asSeably collapses when said chair is folded, 
Said Siot in Said Supporting member being pro 
portioned to permit said latch to be disengaged 
ron Said catch and Said assembly to be col 

lapsed. 
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