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©  The  present  invention  relates  to  a  device  used  in 
jet-propelled  gliding  boats  for  preventing  floating  ob- 
stacles  from  being  drawn  in,  wherein  a  scope  gate  in 
lattice  form  is  composed  of  a  pair  of  attaching  seats 
(21,  22)  associated  with  the  bottom  surface  of  the 
boat  body  and  a  single  longitudinal  partition  wall 
extending  along  the  travel  center  line  of  the  boat 
body  or  a  pair  of  longitudinal  partition  walls  (27) 
extending  parallel  with  the  travel  center  line  of  the 
boat  body,  interconnecting  the  attaching  seats, 

substantially  the  latter  half  or  halves  of  the  lon- 

Fig.4 

gitudinal  partition  wall  or  walls  project  downward  by 
a  fixed  amount  beyond  the  bottom  surface  of  the 
boat  body,  while  a  transverse  partition  wall  (30)  is 
disposed  in  the  intermediate  portion  or  portions  of 
the  projecting  latter  half  or  halves  to  assume  an 
inclined  state  sloping  rearwardly  upward  at  a  fixed 
angle,  whereby  a  larger  space  (S1)  for  water  intake 
is  defined  between  the  transverse  partition  wall  (30) 
and  the  front  attaching  seat  (21)  and  a  smaller  space 
(S2)  or  water  intake  is  defined  between  the  trans- 
verse  partition  wall  and  the  rear  attaching  seat  (22). 
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.ACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION I 

he  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  wnn  me  requirement  OI  unity  o. 
ivention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  ol  inventions. 
amely: 

1.  (Cla im  1,  3,  4)  The  p r o b l e m   of  p r e v e n t i n g   f l o a t i n g  
D b s t a c l e s   from  e n t e r i n g   a  w a t e r   i n t a k e   is   s o l v e d   by  use  of  a 
i e v i c e   h a v i n g ,   i n t e r   a l i a ,   (a)  a  p a i r   of  l o n g i t u d i n a l   w a l l s ;  
which  (b)  p r o j e c t   d o w n w a r d l y ;   and  (c)  a  t r a n s v e r s e   p a r t i t i o n   w a l l  

2.  (Cla im  2)  The  same  p r o b l e m   is  s o l v e d   by  means  of  a  d e v i c e  
h a v i n g   a  s i n g l e   l o n g i t u d i n a l   wa l l   in  p l a c e   of  f e a t u r e   ( a ) ,   a s  
well   as  the  f e a t u r e s   (b)  and  (c)  . 

rhe  f e a t u r e s   common  to  g r o u p s   1  and  2  above  are   known  per   s e ,  
h o w e v e r ,   i n c l u d i n g   (b)  which   is   known  from  US-A-4237812  and  ( c )  
which  is  known  from  US-A-4775341   .  M o r e o v e r ,   i t   would  be  o b v i o u s  
for   t h e   s k i l l e d   man,  f a m i l i a r   w i th   t he   d e v i c e   of  US  '812  to  f o l l o w  
the  t e a c h i n g   of  US  '341  and  i n c o r p o r a t e   one  or  more  t r a n s v e r s e  
w a l l s   t h e r e i n   to  o b t a i n   an  improved   w a t e r   f low  c o n t r o l ,   t h e r e b y  
a r r i v i n g   at  a  d e v i c e   i n c o r p o r a t i n g   a l l   t he   common  f e a t u r e s   o f  
c l a i m s   1  and  2.  A c c o r d i n g l y ,   no  common  c o n c e p t   can  be  seen  w h i c h  
is  i n v e n t i v e ,   and  the   a p p l i c a t i o n   l a c k s   u n i t y   a  p o s t e r i o r i ,  
c o n t r a r y   to  the   r e q u i r e m e n t s   of  Art   82  EPC. 
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