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. "LETTER BOX. " ... -

. “Application filed July 12,1924, Serial No. 725,631, . -

" My. invention refers to letter ‘boXesl, and
it has for its primary object to provide
flexible  means for suspending the box,

- whereby bulky packages, which cannot be
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inserted within the box, may be clamped or-

grippingly secured between said box and

its support to thus insure safety of delivery.
..+ Other objects of my invention are:—"

- -To provide links in' connection with the
~box support and box, whereby the box may
be swung in and out from its support. to
provide a space therebetween for packages.
. To provide.a box having a swinging or

- linked  connection, with: a yieldable back .

-wall, whereby the box and 1its mouth may

be expanded for the reception of bulky mail

~-and thereafter the shiftable back wall may
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- 1y be understood that the cost of manufac-
. ture is increased only slightly "as the link
_-attachment can be readily adjusted to such -

types of letter boxes as .are now on the
5 market. oot Tt
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-be compressed * when the box is shifted
towards its support. . -

can be tucked between the rear wall: of the

box and its support.. By providing this ar-.

rangement to any type of box, it will readi-

A further advantage of this “construction
is that the carrier is not requiréd. to per-

form awkward manipulations, for the rea-
- son that the mail can, in this swinging type -
of box, be adjustéd in position both in the *
box and to the rear of it with one hand.”

It has also been found in practice by ap-

plicant that the usual mail delivery box is:
limited in its capacity to the size of its.

mouth, which mouth is usually a narrow
slot. Hence a substantial ‘volume ‘of mail

-cannot be fed into the box except by in-

. serting one or two pieces at a time. In
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view of this objectionable. feature, and for

- the purpose of saving time, applicant has

devised in connection with his box inven-
tion a’ yieldable back wall ‘which is pref-
erably pivoted at the bottom and provided
with ‘a cap closure in’such relation that

5 when it is desired to deposit mail, the. ex-

pansible or swinging rear wall can be readi-

- Applicant has had practical experience '
in delivering mail matter, and in utilizing -
the ordinary of standard mail box, it has
been demonstrated that no facility has been
‘made for taking care of bulky. packages. .
Hence, applicant has primarily provided. for
2 swinging movement of any type of box
" from its supporting wall, whereby packages

gapping  mouth of maximum capacity,

‘whereby. a large package of mail can. be
suitably ‘dropped intothe receptacle. when

the box is swung away from_its support,

~and upon-leaving the 'box the deliverer will

1y tipped- bdd{ﬁrdrdly ‘to de_if'élo.la. a ‘_Wi'(::l‘e or
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perform a simple operation of ‘pressing the | |

bex backwardly towards the support: where-
by the rear flexible wall will swing towards
the closed position and tightly compress the
mail therein between the two walls.. .

- Another object of ‘applicant’s arrange-
ment is that the upper. portion of the box,
when swung outwardly, 1n conjunction ‘with
the upper link or links, serves as a support
for large rolls, or the like, which cannot be -
inserted between the rear wall of the. box
and its support. . - '

Another -object - of 'épidliédnt"é i;ﬁrention ’
is that provision may be made for support-
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Ing boxes in accordance with the invention,.

either in vertical direction or horizontal, -

- With the above: objects in view, the in-

this positioning being readily accomplished =
by minor details of design.or structure. .

‘vention consists' in- certain- ‘peculiarities of

construction ‘and  combination of ‘parts, as -

~will be hereinafter set forth with reference

sequently claimed.
. In the drawings:

to the accompanying illustrations and sub- 8

- Figure 1 represents a longitudinal, sec-
tional elevation of a mailbox embodying the

features-of my invention.

«Figure 2 is a front face view of the same
showing the box swung flat against the

support.

" Figure 3 is.a cross section of said box, and

‘Figure 4 is a side elevation of the same. 95
Referring by characters to the drawings, -

1 represents a fixed support to which is ge-r -

solid, as the case may require.” This plate
has - pivoted to its upper and lower ends

cured, by any suitable means, a backplate 2
which may be of skeleton formation, or

-

links- 3—8’; respectively, which links have =
their outer ends inturned to form pivots for i

the side walls 4 of a letter box. The in- .
‘turned ends of the upper links 8 also form

pivots for a swinging cap or cover 5, which
is' adapted to serve as a closure for the
mouth-of the box. s o T

The ends of the lower link'8” serVé ‘as‘ :

pivots for the back wall 6 of the box, said
back ‘wall having inturned side walls 6’
which ‘are in sliding union . with the side
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wall 4 of the main box section. The upper
edges of the swinging back wall and the

front wall of the box are formed with an-

inturned lip 7 for the mouth of the box,
and it will be observed that said mouth ex-
tends from side wall to side wall of the box
and is therefore of a width equal to the
width of said box, so as to provide maxi-
mum capacity.

‘When the box’'is in its normal closed po-
sition, as shown in Figure 4, it represents
maximum capacity, and for example in such
position, should a thick volume of mail be

‘inserted between the mouth lips, the back

wall will automatically expand or swing

‘out, as indicated by dotted lines X, so as

" to increase the capacity of the box in- pro-
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- portion to the mail inserted therein.

When such mail is inserted, the box can
be pressed backwardly towards its support,
and the lower wall will, due to its engage-
ment ‘with the plate 2, snugly compress the
mail and permit the box to move towards its
support until the mail matter therein ob-
structs further rearward movement of the

“front ‘wall of said box.-

Tt is understood that under normal condi-
tions the box is in position, as indicated by

Tigure 4 of the drawings, and if an ordi-

nary amount of mail only is to be inserted
in the box, the cap closure 5 can be swung
outwardly upon its pivots, whereby the
mouth is exposed -and the mail delivered.
If a large amount of mail, bullly packages,
ete., is to be delivered, the operator grips
the bottom of the box between its support
and the redar wall, and by a gentle pull out-
wardly said box will swing upwardly and

outwardly guided by its links to the posi-
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tion shown in Figure 1, in which position

“all mail matter can be deposited, as indi-

" cated by dotted lines.
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It is obvious that while it may be prefer-
able to connect the links to a back plate of
solid or skeleton frame, applicant in some
cases directly connects the links to the sup-
port and dispenses with this back plate, but
under ordinary conditions the back plate is
preferable as it constitutes a very conven-

jent method of attaching the box and also’

adds to the neatness of appearance.
Tt will also be understood that while I
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have shown and described the peculiar form
of box, having the advantage of expansi-
bility, due to the pivotal back wall, I may
without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention, attach the forward end of links in
any suitable manner to any standard type
of letter box now in use. It will also be
understood that although it may not be pref-
erable in ordinary instances; I may pro-
vide a single central link connection between
the box and’its support,as a substitute for
the double link connection shown, and in

‘connection with this invention applicant
‘has manufactured and thoroughly tested

boxes embodying the general features, as
disclosed, and sa1d boxes have been found to
meet “allof the necessary requirements of
the Thouse delivery box, and disinterested

“carriers have stamped their -approval upon

it, due to the fact that it is not only'a con-

“venient container for' mail, but it expedites

their work and insures and -eliminates the
possibility ‘of bulky ‘mail or ‘papers being
madvertently blown from the usual pesition
i1 which they are placed on the top of boxes,
or the like. "In other words, the bulky mail
is snugly gripped’ between the box and its
support in the same manner that an individ-

wal would frictionally ‘grip such packages

between the arm and the body.
While I have described certain specitic
forms of my invenéion minutely as to de-

tail, it is understood that I may, without de- ¢
‘parting from the spirit of it, vary the struc-

tural features indefinitely within the scope
of the claim.

T claim:— , »

‘A letter box comprising a back plate
adapted for attachment to a support, a 'palr

b5

80

(1]

70

5

80

&L
[33

90

of links hinged to said back plate at their

rear ends, a letter box carried by the for-
ward ends of said links, the forward ends
of said links having inturned ends project-

ing into the walls of said letter box, said .

letter box having an open top, a cover for
said top having downturned sides pivoted

upon the inturned ends of said upper link.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I

‘have hereunto set my hand at Racine, in the
‘county of Racine and State of Wisconsin.

"WALFRED JOHNSON.
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