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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN G. ErnsT, of
York, in the county of York and State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented a new and Improved
Guard for Bayonets; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description of the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, forming a part
of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of my’

invention.
the guard.

Similar letters of reference in both views
indicate corresponding parts.

The object of this.invention is o arrange a

- guard for bayonets, so that they can easily be
attached to the point of the bayonet when it
is desired to use the same for practice or ex-
ercise, and that it can be removed easily and
quickly. )

The invention consists in the employment
or use of a removable guard for bayonets in
such a manuer that an ordinary bayonet can
be used with or without the guard, as may be
desired.

It consists, further, in the application to the
movable guard of a spring strap or elastic
cord, in combination with an adjustable safety-
Strap in such a manner that said guard, when
applied to the point of the bayonet, is firmly
and surely retained and prevented from being
displaced in practice or exercise.

It consists, finally, in the arrangement of a
metallic socket with suitable slotted flanges to
receive the straps, in combination with and
firmly united to an elastic ball in such a man-

- ner that said ball can easily and firmly be
lashed to the point of the bayonet.

To enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation with ref-

- erence to-the drawings. .

The bayonet A is of the ordinary shape and
construction, being made with three hollow
sides and with a sharp three-edged point; or
it may be made flat-pointed or in any other
desirable manner. To the point of this bayo-
net the gnard B is attached, so that it can easily
be removed whenever it is desired, and that
the same, when attached, is not liable to be
displaced by accident. Said guard consists

Fig. 2 is a horizontal section of

of a soft elastic ball, @, of india-rubber or any
other suitable material, firmly fastened to a
socket, b, which may be of cast-iron or any

other suitable hard, impenetrable material.
This socket is provided with a slotted flange,
O, on the outside, to receive the ends of the
strap C, and with ears ¢ on the inside, which
serve to secure the ball to the socket.. The
strap C, the outer end of which is split so
that the same can be secured to the flange
¢ in two slots—one opposite the other—ex-
tends down to a buckle, e, which is secured
to the outer end of the strap D, and one
portion of this strap is secured to the spiral
spring f, whereas its other portion, which
forms the safety-strap F, extends clear down
to a button, g, on the inner or lower end.of
the strap D. This end is attached to an oval
ring, &, which is so formed that it slips easily
over the blade of the bayonet and retains the
guard by catching under the shoulder or cor-
ner at the inner end of the blade, as clearly
shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings.

The guard is lashed to the bayonet in the
following manner: Slip the oval ring over
the point down to the neck of the bayonet. .
Then pull away at the ball to admit the point

- of the bayonet into the socketd, and the spring

J will retain the ball in its place. For addi-
tional security fasten the strap E below on
the button g. 'When thus secured, the guard -
cannot possibly get off by accident, and the
bayonet can be used for exercise or practice.
The spring f facilitates the putting on and
taking off of the guard, and by means of the
buckle ¢ above the spring- the guard can be
accommodated to bayonets of differentlengths.
Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

" Letters Patent, is—

1, The employment or use of a removable
guard, B, for bayonets, substantially in the
manner and for the purpose shown and de-
scribed. :

2. The arrangement of the adjustable elas-
tic strap or cord.C D and safety-strap E, in
combination with the guard B, substantially
as and for the purpose specified.

3.. The arrangement of the metallic socket
b and slotted flange ¢, in combination with the
elastic ball a, strap C D, and bayonet A, all
constructed and applied substantially as and
for the purpose set forth. _
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