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2 Claims. (Cl. 229-40) 
This invention relates to protective coverings for use 

in building construction, and more particularly, it relates 
to a disposable protective cover for exposed construction 
materials for use during the building operation. During 
the operations incidental to the construction of various 
building structures, and in the accompanying moving 
period, there is a constant danger of causing costly dam 
age to exposed finished and partly finished construction 
elements such as doorways, trimmed openings, partition 
ends, and closet openings. Attempts have been made 
to alleviate Such damage, for example it is customary to 
nail a Wooden strip at each side of a door frame for this 
purpose. This method, however, is inadequate and costly 
in that the protection is afforded to only two of several 
exposed surfaces and the incidental damage caused by the 
nailing requires the making of repairs by skilled labor. 

It is an object of this invention to provide an economical 
protective structure which may be used to cover finished 
and partly finished exposed construction elements during 
various stages of building. 

It is another object of this invention to provide such a 
protective article which can be applied rapidly by un 
skilled labor. 

It is another object to provide a protective covering for 
construction material which is re-usable in that it may 
readily be removed from one construction job and be sub 
Sequently applied to other construction jobs as building 
operations progress. 

It is another object of this invention to provide such a 
protective structure which will absorb the shock inherent 
in collisions which occur during normal building opera 
tions, thereby protecting finished and semi-finished con 
struction elements. 

It is another object to provide a self-supporting protec 
tive cover for construction material, which may be ap 
plied to and removed from construction elements in a 
building without incidental damage to the protected ma 
terial. 

It is another object to provide a protective article for 
covering construction material which may readily be ap 
plied and removed from a construction element in se 
quence with the various building operations performed 
upon that element. 

Other objects and advantages of the article of this in 
vention will become apparent from a reading of the foll 
lowing specification and from the drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a broken perspective view of an article con 
structed in accordance with the principles of this invention. 
FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic perspective view of a door 

opening in a building wall to which the article of this in 
vention has been applied. 

FIG. 3 is a horizontal sectional view taken along the 
lines and in the direction of the arrows I-III of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a broken perspective view taken of a corner 

of the section shown in FIG. 3, showing the means of 
applying the article of this invention to a construction 
element. 
The article of this invention generally comprises an 

elongated flexible sheet-like member having shock absorb 
ing characteristics, and having formed therein a plurality 
of transverse elongated flap portions along the longitudinal 
edges thereof and coextensively therewith, and a plurality 
of readily deformable elongated fastening members af 
fixed to one surface of the sheet-like member, each fasten 
ing member overlying a major portion of the longitudinal 
dimension of a flap portion, whereby the sheet-like mem 
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2 
ber may be removably attached so as to cover a three 
sided construction element by folding the sheet-like mem 
ber with the fastening members exposed around the 
three sides of the construction element and deforming 
the fastening member and the underlying flexible flap 
portions So as to engage projections of the construction 
element. The specific embodiment of this invention 
chosen for representation and shown in FIG. 1 comprises a 
flexible elongated sheet member 15 which consists of an 
Outer liner 2, an inner liner 13, and a shock absorbing 
core 14. Core 14 is here shown as a corrugated sheetma 
terial which may economically be formed from material 
Such as paper, impregnated fabric, and the like. Alterna 
tively, core 4 may be a sheet of resilient foam-like ma 
terial of natural or synthetic origin. However, it is es 
sential that core 14 have shock absorbing characteristics 
for use in accordance with the principles of this inven 
tion. Directed inwardly of the longitudinal edges of 
member 1 are a plurality of elongated transverse flaps 
17 which are formed by cutting through member 11 in a 
transverse direction along lines 18 and 19. Other similar 
flaps may be located as desired along the longitudinal 
edges as required. There is placed longitudinally coex 
tensive with each flap 17 a readily deformable fastening 
member 20 having an innermost end portion 2, which is 
securely fastened to the body of member 11 by a plurality 
of fasteners 22 (see also FIG. 3). Fastening member 20 
may be readily formed from an inexpensive material such 
as a thin sheet of soft metal or from a readily deformable 
plastic material. Portion 25 of member 20 may be also 
fastened to the outer liner 12 by any suitable fastening 
means such as adhesives and the like. For the purposes 
of the embodiment of this invention shown in FIG. 1, a 
pair of parallel score lines 23, 24 have been spaced trans 
versely of the outer liner 12 running longitudinally there 
of whereby member is is easily adapted to be shaped 
in accordance with the principles of this invention as 
hereinafter described. 

Referring now to FIG. 2, the article of this invention 
is shown in use as a protective covering material for a 
door opening in a building wall 30. At the base wall 30 
are shown the conventional baseboards 31. By referring 
also to FIGS. 3 and 4, it is seen that the door opening 
consists of framing studs 32, 33, door jamb 34, door stop 
35, moldings 36, 37, and finished surfaces 38. Three meas 
ured sheets 1 of the article of this invention have been 
applied to the door opening thus constructed so as to com 
pletely cover the exposed surfaces thereof which would 
be normally subjected to damage by reason of contact 
by tools, other elements of building construction, and 
painting and cleaning liquids, for example. Each sheet 1 
of the protective article of this invention is applied to a 
uni-directional surface of the door opening by folding 
the sheet 11 along the previously scored lines 23, 24, or 
at other points as required by the particular measure 
ments of the individual construction members. Having 
conformed the sheet generally to the profile of the door 
opening, the flaps 17 with their adjacent deformable fasten 
ing members 20 are securely crimped behind the molding 
members 36, 37, thereby holding the member 11 in place. 
In this manner adequate protection is given to the exposed 
construction elements so as to resist the normal abuse 
inherent in the building operations conducted in the vicin 
ity of the door opening. By thus applying the sheets 11, 
it is seen that complete protection is afforded to the door 
stop 35, the jamb 34, and molding strips 36, 37. Likewise, 
added protection is incidentally provided for a portion of 
the baseboard 31. 
When it is desired to remove the protective sheet 11 

from the construction element, it is only necessary to 
partially straighten the combined flap and fastening mem 
ber arrangement, thus allowing the complete article to be 
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removed from the protected construction element. When 
thus removed, the sheet 11 may be transferred to another 
like construction element for similar use, or may be 
replaced on the same construction element during a later 
stage of construction, or even during the incidental moving 
operations which follow the completion of the construc 
tion program. For example, the door opening shown in 
FIG. 2 may have several finishing operations performed 
thereon and likewise, the plaster surface 38 of wall 30 may 
require certain finishing operations. In such a case the 
sheet 11 may be required to be removed several times 
before the completion of construction. Because of the 
possibility of various of the construction elements be 
coming wet at various times, it is desirable to form the 
outer and inner liners 12, 13 of a moisture resistant mate 
rial, thereby prolonging the useful life of the protective 
article of this invention. 
From the above description it will be apparent that the 

protective article described herein provides a simple and 
economical means for protecting a great number of con 
struction elements in their completed or partially com 
pleted forms. The article of this invention may be applied 
to construction members without the use of skilled labor, 
thereby resulting in considerable economic savings. An 
additional advantage provided by the article of this inven 
tion is its reusable nature. It may be possible in certain 
circumstances to continue using pre-cut protective articles 
formed in accordance with the principles of this invention 
on several independent building projects, thereby tremen 
dously increasing the economic advantages to be gained 30 
from the use of this protective material. 

It is to be understood that the form of the invention 
herewith shown and described is to be taken as a preferred 
embodiment. Various changes may be made in the shape, 
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size, and arrangement of the parts. For example, equiv 
alient elements may be substituted for those illustrated and 
described herein, parts may be reversed, and certain fea 
tures of the invention may be utilized independently of 
the use of other features, all without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention as defined in the sub 
joined claims. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A protective article for installed construction mate 

rials comprising in combination an elongated flexible sheet 
of cellulosic material consisting of an outer layer, a cor 
rugated core, and an inner layer; the sheet having formed 
transversely of each of its longitudinal edges a three-sided 
integral flap, the outer free edge of the flap being aligned 
with the respective longitudinal edge of the sheet; a readily 
deformable fastening member affixed to the outer layer 
of the sheet, the fastening member having a width not 
greater than that of the flap and a length such that it 
overlies a major portion of the flap in alignment therewith. 

2. The article in accordance with claim 1 wherein the 
outer and inner layers are water resistant. 
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