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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE M. HUBBARD, 

of New Haven, in the county of New Haven 
and State of Connecticut, have invented a new 
Improvement in Snap-Hooks; and I do hereby 
declare the following, when taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings and the 
letters of reference marked thereon, to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the same, 
and which said drawings constitute part, of 
this specification, and represent in 
- Figure 1 a side view, and in Fig. 2 a longi 
tudinal section. . . 

This invention relates to an improvement in 
what are commonly termed “snap-hooks”- 
that is to say, a hook provided with a latch 
mechanism, which will hold the hook in en 
gagement with whatever, it may be hooked 
upon to prevent its accidental removal. 

It consists in a body, one end terminating 
in a hook, the other in a loop or means for at 
taching the hook to a strap, or whatever it 
may be, the said body constructed with a re 
cess or chamber in the plane of the hook, and 
combined with a hook or U-shaped latch hung 
upon a pivot at its lower forward end, and a 
spring, the bearing-point of which is forward 
of the saidi pivot, as more fully hereinafter 

* described. 
A is the body of the hook, one end termi 

nating in the usual hook B, and the other in 
the usual loop C. The body is constructed 
with a slot or chamber, a, in the plane of the 

hook, and into this the latchDisplaced. This 
latch is of U form, the lower forward end 
hung upon a pivot, d, the upper forward end 
e resting against the end of the hook. For 
ward of the pivot d, a spring, E, (preferably 
a spiral spring,) is arranged to bear upon a 
portion of the body of the hook, and also on 
a seat on the latch forward of the pivot, as 
shown in Fig. 2. 
The upper or outer surface of the latch is, 

preferably, serrated or roughened, as a con 
venient means for opening thue latch. To open 
the latch, the thumb is placed upon this rough 
ened surface and drawn backward to turn the 
hook from the loop, as seen in Fig. 2. The 
spring automatically closes the latch when 
free. 

I claim 
The herein-described snap-hook, consisting 

of the body, terminating at one end in a hook, 
and at the other in i means for attacluing the 
hook, combined with a hook or UJ-shaped latch - 
hung within the body upon a pivot at its low 
er forward end, with a spring, the bearing 
point of which is forward of the said pivot, 
and the upper end of the said latch closing 
against the end of the hook, all substantially 
as set forth. 

GEORGE M. EHUBBARD. 
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