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A data structure for linking or chaining at least two 32 bit words or control
markers that are inserted into a packet before the header of the packet that
is also positioned at the front of a flow of packets that is being processed
by a network processor in a network device. There are at least two type of
control markers, primary and cluster. A reserved single bit field in the
control marker indicates if multiple control markers are included and
chained together in the packet ahead of the header and if the control
. marker is not a primary control marker, another three bit field indicates the

type of that particular control marker, such as a cluster control marker.
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