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(57) ABSTRACT 

According to one embodiment, a learning Support apparatus 
includes a display unit and a processor. The processor 
executes a process of reading out map data of a designated age 
from a plurality of map data corresponding to a plurality of 
ages, and outputting the read-out map data; and reading out, 
if a position on a map is designated on the output map data, 
historical information relating to the designated position and 
the designated age of the map from historical dictionary data, 
and outputting the read-out historical information. 
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LEARNING SUPPORTAPPARATUS, DATA 
OUTPUT METHOD IN LEARNING SUPPORT 

APPARATUS, AND STORAGE MEDIUM 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application is based upon and claims the ben 
efit of priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2014 
1171 17, filed Jun. 5, 2014, the entire contents of which are 
incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 1. Field of the Invention 
0003. The present invention relates to a learning support 
apparatus for Supporting learning of history and geography, a 
data output method in the learning Support apparatus, and a 
storage medium. 
0004 2. Description of the Related Art 
0005 Conventionally, as an apparatus for supporting 
learning of history, for example, the following is known. 
0006. There is thought a display system of historical event 
information with map information, wherein accurate map 
information composed of latitude and longitude of the earthis 
added to a historical information database, and historical 
event information can be comprehensively Surveyed in chro 
nological order by designating an area/age (e.g. Jpn. Pat. 
Appin. KOKAI Publication No. 2004-191761). 
0007. There is thought a historical map output apparatus 
wherein historical information corresponding to a time, 
which is designated by time designation information for des 
ignating a past time, is acquired, and an image of the acquired 
historical information can be displayed on an image of map 
information of an area relating to this historical information 
(e.g. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 2008-145935). 
0008. It is desired that learning be done more easily by 
associating historical matters with geography of the age of the 
historical matters. 
0009. The present invention has been made in consider 
ation of the above problem, and the object of the invention is 
to provide a learning Support apparatus and method, which 
enable easier learning by associating historical matters with 
geography of the age of the historical matters. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0010. A learning Support apparatus according to the 
present invention is a learning Support apparatus including a 
display unit and a processor. The processor is configured to 
execute a process of: 
0.011 reading out map data of a designated age from a 
plurality of map data corresponding to a plurality of ages, and 
outputting the read-out map data; and 
0012 reading out, if a position on a map is designated on 
the output map data, historical information relating to the 
designated position and the designated age of the map from 
historical dictionary data, and outputting the read-out histori 
cal information. 
0013. According to the learning Support apparatus, learn 
ing can be done more easily by associating historical matters 
with geography of the age of the historical matters. 
0014 Advantages of the invention will be set forth in the 
description which follows, and in part will be obvious from 
the description, or may be learned by practice of the inven 
tion. Advantages of the invention may be realized and 
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obtained by means of the instrumentalities and combinations 
particularly pointed out hereinafter. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING 

0015 The accompanying drawings, which are incorpo 
rated in and constitute a part of the specification, illustrate 
embodiments of the invention, and together with the general 
description given above and the detailed description of the 
embodiments given below, serve to explain the principles of 
the invention. 
0016 FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration 
of an electronic circuit of a learning Support apparatus 10 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. 
0017 FIG. 2 is a configuration diagram in a case where the 
learning Support apparatus 10 is realized by a tablet terminal 
20T and a server apparatus 30S. 
0018 FIG. 3 is a front view of an external appearance in a 
case where the learning Support apparatus 10 is implemented 
by an electronic dictionary apparatus 10D. 
0019 FIG. 4 is a view illustrating the content of a histori 
cal dictionary DB 32b1 which is stored in a content DB32b. 
0020 FIG. 5 is a view illustrating the content of a map DB 
(area-by-area basis) 32c1 which is stored in a map/place 
name DB32C. 

0021 FIG. 6 is a view illustrating the content of a place 
name DB 32c2 which is stored in the map/place-name DB 
32C. 
0022 FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a history/geography 
learning process which is executed by the learning Support 
apparatus 10. 
0023 FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a dictionary search 
process in the learning Support apparatus 10. 
(0024 FIG.9A and FIG.9B are views illustrating a display 
operation (part 1) of the learning Support apparatus 10. 
(0025 FIG. 10A and FIG. 10B are views illustrating a 
display operation (part 2) of the learning Support apparatus 
10. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

0026. Embodiments of the present invention will be 
described hereinafter with reference to the accompanying 
drawings. 
0027 FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration 
of an electronic circuit of a learning Support apparatus 10 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. 
0028. The learning support apparatus 10 is configured to 
include an input/output device 20 and a data processor 30 that 
is a computer. 
0029. The input/output device 20 includes a key input unit 
21, a touch panel-equipped display unit 22, an input/output 
controller 23 for the key input unit 21 and touch panel 
equipped display unit 22, and an interface (IF) unit 20 for 
connecting the input/output controller 23 to the data proces 
Sor 30. 

0030. The data processor 30 includes a controller (CPU) 
31, a storage device 32 which stores various programs for 
executing control operations of the controller 31, and data 
bases, a RAM33 which stores working data which is involved 
in the control operations, and an interface (IF) unit 34 for 
connecting the controller (CPU)31 to the input/output device 
20. 
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0031 FIG. 2 is a configuration diagram in a case where the 
learning Support apparatus 10 is realized by a tablet terminal 
20T and a server apparatus 30S. 
0032. In the case of the learning support apparatus 10 
illustrated in FIG. 2, the tablet terminal 20T functions as the 
input/output device 20, and the server apparatus 30S func 
tions as the data processor 30. 
0033 FIG. 3 is a front view of an external appearance in a 
case where the learning Support apparatus 10 is implemented 
by an electronic dictionary apparatus 10D. 
0034. In the case of the electronic dictionary apparatus 
10D illustrated in FIG.3, both the input/output device 20 and 
the data processor 30 are integrally built in the electronic 
dictionary apparatus 10D. The key input unit 21 is provided 
on a lower case side of the apparatus body, and the touch 
panel-equipped display unit 22 is provided on an upper case 
side of the apparatus body. The key input unit 21 of the 
electronic dictionary apparatus 10D includes various dictio 
nary designation keys, character input keys, a Jump key, a 
Select key, and a Back key. Furthermore, the key input unit 
21 includes a History/Geography Learning key 21a for set 
ting the operation mode of history/geography learning. 
0035 Control programs 32a which are executed by the 
controller 31, a content DB 32b and a map/place-name DB 
32c are prestored in the storage device 32 of the data proces 
Sor 30. These programs and data may be read in and stored 
from an external storage medium such as a CD-ROM or a 
memory card, or may be downloaded and stored from a pro 
gram server on a communication network such as the Inter 
net. 

0036. The control programs 32a include a system program 
which controls the operation of the entirety of the learning 
Support apparatus 10, and a communication program for com 
municating data with an external device on the communica 
tion network, or a user PC (Personal Computer) which is not 
shown. In addition, the control programs 32a include a dic 
tionary search program for controlling a search process, as a 
whole, for the content DB 32b in the storage device 32. 
Besides, the control programs 32a includes a learning Support 
program for enabling learning in which a historical matter is 
associated with geography of the age of this historical matter, 
based on the content DB32b and map/place-name DB32c in 
the storage device 32. 
0037. The control programs 32a are started in accordance 
with an input signal corresponding to a user operation from 
the key input unit 21 of the input/output device 20 or the touch 
panel-equipped display unit 22, or a communication signal 
with an external device on the communication network. Vari 
ous dictionary DBS (Databases). Such as a Japanese dictio 
nary, an English-Japanese dictionary, a Japanese-English dic 
tionary, an English-English dictionary and a historical 
dictionary, are stored in the content DB32b. 
0038 FIG. 4 is a view illustrating the content of a histori 
cal dictionary DB32b1 which is stored in the content DB32b 
in the data processor 30 of the learning Support apparatus 10. 
0039. In this historical dictionary DB32b1, information of 
history corresponding to ages in respective areas such as Asia, 
Europe, etc. is stored such that the data of entry words are 
associated with the data of matters of the politics, culture and 
products relating to the data of the entry words. 
0040 FIG. 5 is a view illustrating the content of a map DB 
(area-by-area basis) 32c1 which is stored in the map/place 
name DB32c in the data processor 30 of the learning support 
apparatus 10. 
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0041. In this map DB (area-by-area basis) 32c1, map data 
relating to each age (XX (year) to YY (year)) is stored on an 
area-by-area basis with respect to areas such as Asia, Europe, 
etc. 

0042 FIG. 6 is a view illustrating the content of a place 
name DB32c2 which is stored in the map/place-name DB32c 
in the data processor 30 of the learning Support apparatus 10. 
0043. In this place-name DB 32c2, place-names existing 
on respective map data stored in the map DB (area-by-area 
basis) 32c1 and the data of XY coordinates (latitude and 
longitude) of the positions of the place-names are stored Such 
that the place-names and the data of XY coordinates are 
associated with map IDs of the map data. 
0044. In the RAM33 in the data processor 30, a display 
data storage area 33a and a designated position data storage 
area 33b are secured. 
0045. In the display data storage area 33a, display data, 
which is to be displayed on the touch panel-equipped display 
unit 22, is stored. 
0046. In the designated position data storage area 33b, 
position data, which was designated in accordance with a user 
operation on the displayed map data, is stored. 
0047. In the learning support apparatus 10 with the above 
described structure, the controller (CPU) 31 of the data pro 
cessor 30 controls the operations of the respective circuit 
components in accordance with instructions described in the 
control programs 32a (including the above-described dictio 
nary search program and learning Support program), and real 
izes functions, which will be described in the operational 
description below, by the cooperation between software and 
hardware. 
0048 Next, the operation of the learning support appara 
tus 1 with the above structure is described. 
0049 FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a history/geography 
learning process which is executed by the data processor 30 of 
the learning Support apparatus 10. 
0050 FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a dictionary search 
process in the history/geography learning process of the 
learning Support apparatus 10. 
0051 FIG.9A and FIG.9B are views illustrating a display 
operation (part 1) in the input/output device 20 according to 
the history/geography learning process of the learning Sup 
port apparatus 10. 
0052 FIG. 10A and FIG. 10B are views illustrating a 
display operation (part 2) in the input/output device 20 
according to the history/geography learning process of the 
learning Support apparatus 10. 
0053. If the control program 32a (learning support pro 
gram) of the data processor 30 is started by the data processor 
30 in accordance with a user operation of the input/output 
device 20, an operation mode selection screen, which 
prompts selection of either a map learning mode for learning 
from a map or a dictionary learning mode for learning from a 
dictionary, is transmitted to the input/output device 20 and is 
displayed on the touch panel-equipped display unit 22 of the 
input/output device 20. 
0054 (Map Learning Mode) 
0055. If it is determined that the map learning mode was 
selected on the operation mode selection screen (step S1 
(Yes)), an area designation screen for designating a place 
(area), which is to be set as an object of learning, is transmit 
ted to the input/output device 20 and displayed. 
0056. If a user designates an area, which is to be set as an 
object of learning, through the area designation screen (step 
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S2), present-day map data of the designated area is read out 
from the map DB (area-by-area basis)32c1 of the map/place 
name DB32c, and, as illustrated in FIG.9A, the present-day 
map data is transmitted to the input/output device 20 and 
displayed (step S3). 
0057 FIG.9A illustrates a state in which “East Asia area 

is designated as the designated area, and map data M1 of the 
modern East Asia area is displayed. 
0058 At this time, an age designation slider SL for desig 
nating an age is displayed under the map data M1. Inciden 
tally, a tab T of the age designation slider SL initially desig 
nates the presentage. In addition, item buttons “Politics' K1, 
“Culture' K2 and “Products’ K3 for designating what kind of 
matters are to be learnt with respect to the designated age are 
displayed. The searched history or geography information is 
displayed on an information display area E. 
0059. Then, if the tab T of the age designation slider SL is 
operated by the user and the age of the seventh century, for 
instance, is designated as illustrated in FIG. 9B, it is deter 
mined in the data processor 30 that the age was designated 
(step S4 (Yes)), and map data M2 of the “East Asia area’ 
corresponding to the “seventh century” is read out from the 
map DB (area-by-area basis) 32c1, transmitted to the input/ 
output device 20 and displayed (step S5). If the user touches 
one point on the map of the map data M2 of the “East Asia 
area of the “seventh century' displayed on the touch panel 
equipped display unit 22, it is determined in the data proces 
sor 30 that a position was designated (step S6 (Yes)), and, as 
illustrated in FIG. 10A, a designated position mark “x Point 
1 is displayed at the touched position on the map data M2 
(step S7). 
0060. Then, the XY coordinates (latitude/longitude) cor 
responding to the designated position “x Point 1 and the 
place-name of the designated position “x Point 1 are 
acquired from the place-name DB32c2, and “Point 1; North 
latitude: 37.17892, East longitude: 128.673019, 
if Eil (Koukurikoku “Koguryo') f f 27 (Imokuri) is 
displayed (step S8). Incidentally, a plurality of places can be 
designated by the position designation. 
0061. If the user operates, for example, the item button 
“Politics’ K1, it is determined that the item was designated 
(step S9 (Yes)), and matters (historical information) of “Poli 
tics” including the place-name “Point 1: FiftJEE (Kouku 
rikoku “Koguryo') fir 27 ) (Imokuri) are searched from 
the historical dictionary DB 32b1 (step S10). As a result, as 
illustrated in FIG. 10B, the content “PiéJEE (Bc37 
45 - 668 F-' (Koguryo (c. 37 BC-668 AD)...) is displayed 
on the information display area E as the search result (step 
S11). 
0062. In the meantime, when the user designated a plural 

ity of positions on the map data M2, the coordinates corre 
sponding to the respective designated positions "Point 1, 
Point 2, . . . . and the place-names thereof are acquired and 
displayed. Then, if an arbitrary button Kn of the item buttons 
is designated, common matters of the designated item, which 
include the place-names of the respective designated posi 
tions, are searched from the historical dictionary DB 32b1 
and displayed (steps S6 to S11). 
0063. In the state in which the search result is displayed on 
the information display area E, as illustrated in FIG. 10B, if a 
place-name “if/EEEEEES' (Musashinokuni Komagun) h in 
the text of the search result is selected, it is determined that the 
place-name was selected (step S12 (Yes)). Then, the XY 
coordinates (latitude/longitude) of the position correspond 
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ing to the designated place-name is read out from the place 
name DB32c2, and a designated position mark “x Point 2 is 
displayed at the corresponding position on the map data M2 
(step S13). 
0064. Then, if an item button Kn, which is other than from 
the “Politics’ K1, is designated (step S14 (Yes)), matters of 
the other item (Kn), which include the place-name of the 
designated position, are searched from the historical dictio 
nary DB 32b1 and displayed (steps S10 and S11). 
0065 (Dictionary Learning Mode) 
0066. On the other hand, if it is determined that the dictio 
nary learning mode was selected by a user operation on the 
operation mode selection screen (step S1 (No)), a transition 
occurs to the dictionary search process illustrated in FIG. 8 
(step SA). 
0067. If the dictionary search process is started, an input 
screen of a search word is displayed on the touch panel 
equipped display unit 22 of the input/output device 20. The 
user inputs a search word on this input screen (step A1). Next, 
in the data processor 30, an entry word corresponding the 
input search word is searched from the historical dictionary 
DB32b1 (step A2). 
0068. Then, explanatory information (historical informa 
tion) of the searched entry word is read out of the historical 
dictionary DB 32b1, and is displayed on the touch panel 
equipped display unit 22 of the input/output device 20 (step 
A3). 
0069. If the user touches a place-name included in the 
displayed explanatory information (historical information) 
(step A4 (Yes)), the associated age is specified from the text of 
characters and numerals, such as “PEff” (AD), “BC and “ 
fi' (year), which are included in this explanatory informa 
tion (step A5). 
0070 Then, map data Mn of the specified age, which 
relates to the area including the designated place-name, is 
specified based on the map DB (area-by-area basis)32c1 and 
place-name DB32c2, and the specified map data is read out 
and displayed on the touch panel-equipped display unit 22 of 
the input/output device 20 (step A7). 
(0071. In this manner, if a transition occurs to the state 
(steps A1 to A7) in which the map data Mn of the specified age 
and area is displayed after the explanatory information (his 
torical information) of the dictionary was displayed, the same 
Subsequent process (steps A8 to A16) as the process of steps 
S6 to S14, which has been described in the operational 
description of the map learning mode, will be executed. 
0072 Specifically, if a point on the map data Mn is 
touched by the user (step S8 (Yes)), the designated position is 
displayed as illustrated in FIG. 10A (step A9), and the place 
name of this position is acquired and displayed (step A10). 
0073. In addition, if the item button Kn is designated (step 
A11 (Yes)), matters (historical information) of the corre 
sponding item (Kn), which include the place-name of the 
designated position, are searched from the historical dictio 
nary DB 32b1 and displayed (steps A12 and A13). 
0074 Then, if a place-name h in the text of the displayed 
matters (historical information) is selected (step A14 (Yes)), 
the position on the map data Mn, which corresponds to the 
selected place-nameh, is displayed (step A15). 
0075. In addition, if an item button Km, which is other 
than the designated item button Kn, is designated (step A16 
(Yes)), matters of the other item (Kim), which include the 
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place-name of the designated position, are searched from the 
historical dictionary DB 32b1 and displayed (steps A12 and 
A13). 
0.076 Thus, according to the learning Support apparatus 
10 with the above-described structure, each point on the map 
of the age that is the object of learning can be designated, and 
the historical matters, which occurred at the designated point, 
can easily be learnt. 
0077. Additionally, based on historical matters (historical 
information) displayed in accordance with the place-name of 
the position designated on the map, the position on the map of 
the place-name included in those historical matters can easily 
be displayed. 
0078. Additionally, from the place-name included in 
desired historical matters (historical information) searched 
from the historical dictionary, a map relating to the age of 
these historical matters, on which this place-name is present, 
can easily be displayed. 
007.9 Therefore, easier learning is enabled by associating 
a historical matter with geography of the age of the historical 
matter. 

0080 Incidentally, the methods and databases (DBs) of 
the respective processes by the learning Support apparatus 10 
described in each of the embodiments, that is, the respective 
methods of the history/geography learning process illustrated 
in FIG. 7 and the dictionary search process in the history/ 
geography learning process illustrated in FIG. 8 and the con 
tent DB32b and map/place-name DB32c, can all be stored as 
computer-executable programs in a medium of an external 
storage device, such as a memory card (ROM card, RAM 
card, etc.), a magnetic disk (floppy disk, hard disk, etc.), an 
optical disc (CD-ROM, DVD, etc.), or a semiconductor 
memory, and can be distributed. In addition, the computer 
(controller) of the electronic device reads the program, which 
is stored in the medium of the external storage device, into the 
storage device, and the operation is controlled by this read-in 
program. Thereby, it is possible to realize the learning Support 
function, which has been described in each of the embodi 
ments, and to execute the same processes by the above-de 
scribed methods. 

0081. In addition, the data of the program for realizing 
each of the above-described methods can be transmitted on a 
communication network in the form of a program code, and 
the data of the program can be taken in the electronic device 
from a computer apparatus (program server) connected to this 
communication network, and stored in the storage device, 
thereby realizing the above-described learning Support func 
tion. 

0082. Additional advantages and modifications will 
readily occur to those skilled in the art. Therefore, the inven 
tion in its broader aspects is not limited to the specific details 
and representative embodiments shown and described herein. 
Accordingly, various modifications may be made without 
departing from the spirit or scope of the general inventive 
concept as defined by the appended claims and their equiva 
lents. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A learning Support apparatus comprising a display unit 

and a processor, the processor being configured to execute a 
process of: 

reading out map data of a designated age from a plurality of 
map data corresponding to a plurality of ages, and out 
putting the read-out map data; and 
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reading out, if a position on a map is designated on the 
output map data, historical information relating to the 
designated position and the designated age of the map 
from historical dictionary data, and outputting the read 
out historical information. 

2. The learning Support apparatus of claim 1, further com 
prising a memory which stores the plurality of map data of the 
plurality of ages, the historical dictionary data, and place 
name/position data in which place-names on the map data and 
position data are associated, 

wherein the processor is configured to read out, at a time of 
outputting the historical information, if the position is 
designated, a place-name corresponding to the desig 
nated position from the place-name/position data, to 
read out historical information, which relates to the des 
ignated age and includes the read-out place-name, from 
the historical dictionary data, and to output the historical 
information. 

3. The learning Support apparatus of claim 2, wherein the 
processor is configured to execute a process of reading out, if 
a place-name is selected by a user from the output historical 
information, position data corresponding to the selected 
place-name from the place-name/position data, and indicat 
ing a position corresponding to the place-name on the output 
map data. 

4. The learning Support apparatus of claim 2, wherein the 
processor is configured to execute: 

a dictionary search process of searching, from the histori 
cal dictionary data, historical information relating to an 
item designated by a user, and outputting the historical 
information; and 

a relevant map output process of reading out, from the 
plurality of map data, relevant map data relating to his 
torical information which was output by the dictionary 
search process, and outputting the map data. 

5. The learning Support apparatus of claim 4, wherein the 
processor is configured to read out, at a time of outputting the 
relevant map data, ifa place-name is selected by the user from 
the historical information that was output by the dictionary 
search process, map data, which relates to an age of the 
historical information and includes the selected place-name, 
from the memory, and to output the read-out map data. 

6. The learning Support apparatus of claim 5, wherein the 
processor is configured to execute a process of prompting the 
user to select one of a mode of displaying a map and a mode 
of searching a dictionary, wherein an output of a map by the 
relevant map output process is executed when the mode of 
displaying the map was selected, and a search by the dictio 
nary search process is executed when the mode of searching 
the dictionary was selected. 

7. A data output method in a learning Support apparatus, 
comprising: 

reading out map data of a designated age from a plurality of 
map data corresponding to a plurality of ages, and out 
putting the read-out map data; and 

reading out, if a position on a map is designated on the 
output map data, historical information relating to the 
designated position and the designated age from histori 
cal dictionary data, and outputting the read-out histori 
cal information. 

8. The data output method of claim 7, wherein the learning 
Support apparatus comprises a memory which stores the plu 
rality of map data of the plurality of ages, the historical 
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dictionary data, and place-name/position data in which place 
names on the map data and position data are associated, 

wherein, at a time of outputting the historical information, 
if the position is designated, a place-name correspond 
ing to the designated position from the place-name/po 
sition data, is read out, and historical information, which 
relates to the designated age and includes the read-out 
place-name, is read out from the historical dictionary 
data and is output. 

9. The data output method of claim 8, further comprising: 
reading out, when a place-name was selected by a user 

from the output historical information, position data cor 
responding to the selected place-name from the place 
name/position data, and indicating a position corre 
sponding to the place-name on the output map data. 

10. The data output method of claim 8, further comprising: 
searching, from the historical dictionary data stored in the 
memory, historical information relating to an item des 
ignated by a user, and outputting the historical informa 
tion; and 

reading out, from the map data stored in the memory, 
relevant map data relating to the output historical infor 
mation, and outputting the map data. 

11. The data output method of claim 10, wherein, at a time 
of outputting the relevant map data, ifa place-name if selected 
by the user from the output historical information, map data, 
which relates to an age of the historical information and 
includes the selected place-name, is read out from the 
memory, and is output. 

12. The data output method of claim 11, further compris 
ing: 

prompting the user to select one of a mode of displaying a 
map and a mode of searching a dictionary, 

wherein an output of the map is executed when the mode of 
displaying the map was selected, and a search for the 
historical information is executed when the mode of 
searching the dictionary was selected. 

13. A computer-readable, non-transitory storage medium 
having stored thereon a program for controlling a computer of 
a learning Support apparatus, the program controlling the 
computer to execute a process of: 

reading out map data of a designated age from a plurality of 
map data corresponding to a plurality of ages, and out 
putting the read-out map data; and 

reading out, if a position on a map is designated on the 
output map data, historical information relating to the 
designated position and the designated age of the map 
from historical dictionary data, and outputting the read 
out historical information. 
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14. The storage medium of claim 13, wherein the learning 
Support apparatus comprises a memory which stores the plu 
rality of map data of the plurality of ages, the historical 
dictionary data, and place-name/position data in which place 
names on the map data and position data are associated, 

wherein the program controls the computer to execute a 
process of: 

reading out, at a time of outputting the historical informa 
tion, if the position is designated, a place-name corre 
sponding to the designated position from the place 
name/position data, reading out historical information, 
which relates to the designated age and includes the 
read-out place-name, from the historical dictionary data, 
and outputting the historical information. 

15. The storage medium of claim 14, wherein the program 
controls the computer to execute a process of 

reading out, if a place-name is selected by a user from the 
output historical information, position data correspond 
ing to the selected place-name from the place-name/ 
position data, and indicating a position corresponding to 
the place-name on the output map data. 

16. The storage medium of claim 14, wherein the program 
controls the computer to execute: 

a dictionary search process of searching, from the histori 
cal dictionary data, historical information relating to an 
item designated by a user, and outputting the historical 
information; and 

a relevant map data output process of reading out, from the 
plurality of map data, relevant map data relating to the 
historical information that was output by the dictionary 
search process, and outputting the map data. 

17. The storage medium of claim 16, wherein the program 
controls the computer to execute a process of 

reading out, at a time of outputting the relevant map data, if 
a place-name is selected by the user from the historical 
information that was output by the dictionary search 
process, map data, which relates town age of the histori 
cal information and includes the selected place-name, 
from the memory, and outputting the map data. 

18. The storage medium of claim 17, wherein the program 
controls the computer to execute a process of prompting the 
user to select one of a mode of displaying a map and a mode 
of searching a dictionary, 

wherein an output of the map by the relevant map output 
process is executed when the mode of displaying the 
map was selected, and a search for the historical infor 
mation by the dictionary search process is executed 
when the mode of searching the dictionary was selected. 
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