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This invention, relat ? ?? " . . 
steaming and pressing of articles of clot 
more particularly jackets and coats, and has 
special reference to a device of the class in which 
the article of clothing is steamed from; inside 
while being fitted, on a lay figure or bust. 

It is an object of the present invêntion to pro 
vide a device of the type referred to which per 
mits, simultaneously with the steaming, treat 
ment, a fashioning treatment similár to that ob 
tained by pressing. . . . . ". " : - ? : . . . . . . . : . . . . : 
A special object of the invention is to provide 

means permitting different and changing treat 
ments of the front and back parts of the article 
of clothing. . . . . . . . . . . 
Another object oftl 

id, front part is 
sieve or screen; 

r , " - ” :? ? 1 .”? •?? to forma closed chamber, by means of a transverse, substantially vertical baflton wai the f-me of the bust figure is surrounded by an envelope or covering 2. 
which is closed on all sides and 
stancë, ofta, të ? 
chambers W. being separated, 

- . . . . . . . . . . . . wáll and pêr mitting the produc t and chang ing prëssure cohªditiô?s Within the two - chiam bers. , 
features and ad 

will be pointed out 
pear in the appended claims 

other and further"objects, 
vantages of the invention 
hereinafter an forming part of the application. . . 
In the accompanying drawings several now 

preferred embodiments of the invention are 
shown by way of illustration and not by way of limitation. 

Fig. 1 is a section through a bust device hav 
ing the invention applied thereto, in the phase 
of blowing insteam, . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 2 is a section similar to Fig. 1, in the phase 
of blowing air into the back chamber and suck 
ing off air from the front or breast chamber, 

Fig. 3 is a Section similar to Figs. 1 and 2 in 
the phase of blowing air through both chambers, 
alld . - - - , 

Fig. 4 is a section through a steaming and 
pressing device similar to that shown in Figs. 1. 
to 3, but adapted for the alternative treatment 
Of jackets and coats. 
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Fig. 5 is a view in perspective of a pressing - 
bust according to the invention. . . . . . - . . . 

Referring now to thie drawing in greater de 
tail, it will be seen that the pressing figure con 
sists of a bust whose perforated bäck part 2 ex 
tends Only to the center of the arm-holes O 
While its front part 3 is formed by a perforated 
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is provided, 

wali adap the shape of the human body. 
This wall laterally extends up to a point short 
of the arm-holes () where it is closed by a pair 

for the alternative In the latter. 
adapted so that with a sack co - 
approximately ilush with the lower 
same. In the front part 3 of the buš 
forated wall is lined with relatively 
material 23, which is covered by the g 
cloth, covering 5. This soft intermediate layer 
23 serves to provide a soft support for the front 
part of the article of clothing in the phase of 
pressing on the same. : · . · · ~ , - · 

The operation of the device will now be de 
scribed as follows, with reference to Fig. i. of thie 
dr?Wing:........ . . . . . . 
In the first phase of the treatment steam'? 6 

will be blown into the two chambers 6 and 1, 
under, control of a pedal-operated valve 2 . 
According to an important feature of the inven 
tion the front part 8 of the article of clothing 
will be exposed to a lower steam pressure than 
the back, part Although the steam. 6 enters 
into both chambers 8 and 7 with equal pressure, the specific pressure per unit area acting upon 
the front part.8, will be smaller than that acting 
upon the back, part 8, since the perforated wall 
3 together with the felt lining produces a mate 
rial resistance. As a result, the back part 8' 
will be blown up intensively, while the front part 
8 is only steamed without being distorted, 
Whereby the two halves of the front part in the 
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reach of the row of buttons or of the stitched 
Seam practically are not subjected to any dis 
placement. This is important since jackets etc. 
treated in accordance with the invention require 
Only a very slight subsequent smoothing treat 
ment in the button region. Owing to the over 
pressure in the chamber 6 the front part 8 of 
the article of clothing 8 is gently, yet firmly 
preSSed onto the shape of the bust . Thus the 
front part of the article of clothing is given the 
accurate shape of the bust. Since a thorough 
Steaming takes place at the same time, the shape 
of the breast defined by the bust can be worked 
out quickly and permanently by beating with a 
brush. 
On disconnection of the steam supply, hot air 
is blown into chamber 6, while the air is 

Sucked from the chamber 7 through the suction 
channel 8, as shown in Fig. 2. Thus the mois 
ture forced into the article of clothing by the 
Steaming is driven off or expelled. Since the 
front part 8 of the article of clothing is not 
lifted off from the bust but continues to cling 
to the bust portion 3 under action of the vacuum, 
the shape imparted to it during the steaming 
process will not undergo any change. Therefore, 
the shape of the breast desired and worked into 
the article of clothing is preserved. The article 
of clothing will stiffen in the shape given to it. 
on drying. The edges will become flat as in case 
Of Smoothing by a flatiron. 
The "squeezed spots' naturally produced in 

the front part 8' during the pressing operation 
at the spots where thicker portions, such as, 
seams, pockets, lining or the like cause an in 
creased specific pressure, may be removed by 
blowing compressed air into the chamber 1 for 
a short period of time at the end of the blowing 
process instead of the preceding vacuum, as 
Shown in Fig. 3. For better illustration a Special 
air supply pipe 9 has been indicated in Fig. 3. 
It Will be understood that this switching opera 
tion can also be achieved by the provision of a 
suitable valve control in pipe 8, Fig. 2. The 
vacuum or the compressed air in the chamber 7 
can be controlled by the foot-operated control 
valve 20. It is preferred to expose the garment 
to the said short air blowing treatment as the 
cloth of the garment or the material of the inter 
mediate felt is not yet completely dried but still 
'contains a small amount of moisture. 
The large bust 2 of Fig. 4 is operated in the 

same manner as the bust of Figs. 1-3. Where a 
coat or overcoat is to be treated, the foot 
operated valves 22 are opened to supply steam or 
air through the ducts 6-9 into the upper 
chambers 6 and 7 and into the lower chambers 
6' and 7. On the other hand, where a jacket 
or other shorter garment is treated on this bust 
2, the openings 4 are closed, whereby steam 
and air will act in the upper chambers 6 and 7 
only. 

It will be understood that manual treatment 
of the back part 8’’ of the article of clothing will 
be dispensable both during the working phases 
on the sinoothing figure and afterwards. The 
article of clothing is taken from the bust in a 
finished condition, except that in Some instances, 
depending on the type of cloth and the fashion, 
the collar, the borders and the outer folds of the 

4 
The vertical partition wall together with the 

perforated front wall may simultaneously form 
the carrier frame of the bust. Advantageously 
Sack-shaped arm parts are joined to the arm 
holes, thus forming spaces whose pressure con 
ditions are adapted to the pressure conditions 
of the pressure chamber formed by the back 
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sleeves may have to be slightly re-Smoothed on . 
a clothing press. 

It Will thus be seen that my novel device is a 
shaping and smoothing apparatus rather than a 
mere steaming device. 75 

part and the partition Wall. 
The proportions of the total cross section of 

all perforations of the front wall of the bust 
and the total surface thereof are adapted in such 
a Way, in relation to the total surface of the back 
part of the bust, that the specific pressure upon 
the back part is sufficiently higher than the 
specific pressure acting upon the front part so 
that while the front part is sufficiently damped, 
Spreading apart of the two halves of the front 
part is avoided, which two halves are buttoned 
and/or stitched together, especially in the lower 
part. 
OWing to the fact that the back part of the 

article of clothing is tensioned in a rearward 
direction it will not be necessary to provide a 
separate bust for each size of sack coat or 
costume, but a common bust may be provided 
for two or three sizes, since the intermediate 
sizes will fit firmly on the front part of the bust 
owing to the said tensioning effect. 
The bust is secured on its stand so as to be 

easily detachable. 
While the invention has been described in 

detail with respect to certain now preferred ex 
amples and embodiments of the invention it will 
be understood by those skilled in the art after 
understanding the invention that various changes 
and modifications may be made without depart 
ing from the spirit and scope of the invention 
and it is intended, therefore, to cover all such 
changes and modifications in the appended 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A garment finishing apparatus of the chair 

acter described, comprising a base, a hollow 
garnent Supporting form mounted upon said 
base and including a rigid front part having arm 
holes and being shaped in accordance with the 
shape of the garment to be finished and having 
openings for the passage of gas, a rigid rearward 
part extending from the top down to the arm 
holes only, a partition wall disposed in the middle 
region of the form, between the front and rear 
ward parts thereof and substantially parallel to 
the axis of the form, and a flexible covering 
Which is permeable to gas and forms an all 
round cover tightly connected to the base and 
defining a front chamber between the partition 
wall and said front part and a separate back 
chamber between the partition wall and the rear 
Ward portion of the covering, gas pipes con 
nected to said chamber and valve means in said 
gas pipes for simultaneously producing in said 
Separate chambers different and changing gas 
preSSures which are independent of each other. 

2. A garment finishing apparatus of the chair 
acter described, comprising a base, a hollow 
garment supporting form interchangeably 
mounted upon said base and including a rigid 
front part having arm holes and being shaped 
in accordance with the shape of the garment to 
be finished and having openings for the passage 
of gas, a rigid rearward part extending from 
the top down to the arm holes only and having 
-openings for the passage of gas, a partition wall 
disposed in the middle region of the form, be 




