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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, SILAS PRUDEN, a citizen 

of the United States, and a resident of Los 
Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles and 

5 State of California, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Nailless Horseshoes; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of said in 
vention, reference being had to the accompa 

Io nying drawings, and to the letters of refer 
ence marked thereon, which form a part of 
this specification. 
This invention relates to new and useful 

improvements in horse-shoes known as nail 
I5 less shoes, and more especially to the manner 

and means of attaching a shoe of this char. 
acter to the hoof. 
The object had in view is to provide means 

for readily attaching and detaching the shoe, 
2O and at the same time securing efficiency and 

durability in such means, 
The invention consists in connecting two 

straps, preferably of metal, on each side of 
the shoe, which straps are designed to em 

25 brace the hoof and be securely drawn together 
and held by a clasp, having eccentrically ar 
ranged slots into which the hooked ends of 
the straps extend, the said slots operating to 
tighten the straps when the clasp is turned. 
The invention also consists in providing a 

catch lever pivotally secured to the center of 
the clasp on its under side and designed to 
hold the clasp in its tightened position by en 
gaging a circular rack, formed on the under 

35 surface of the clasp. 
The invention further consists in certain 

other novel features in the arrangement and 
construction of parts, all as hereinafter set 
forth. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 represents the shoe as applied to 
the horse's hoof. Fig. 2 represents the form 
of shoe on which I prefer to use my invention, 
the shoe and its fastenings being shown in 

4S detached views. Fig. 3 represents a view of 
the under side of the clasp showing the means 
for holding the same in a tightened position. 

In the use of a shoe of this character, expe 
rience has found it necessary, in view of the 

5o expense of the construction providing for the 
ready attachment and removal of the shoe, to 

3O 
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construct the shoe proper, of two plates, an 
upper permanent plate A, provided with the 
attaching device, and a lower wearing plate 
B, which is attached to the upper plate by 55 
means of screws C, or otherwise. By this pro 
vision the wearing out of the shoe is confined. 
to the plate B, which can be readily replaced 
at any time at a trifling expense. 
The plate B is provided with prods or spurs 5o 

D, securely fastened thereto which extend 
through the openings E, in the plate A, pro 
jecting slightly above the same. These prods 
D, together with the serrated or roughened 
surface F, of the upper plate, give rigidity to 65 
the shoe when on the hoof and prevent the 
lateral displacement of the same. 
The straps G, forming the main securing de 

vice are preferably constructed of metal and 
made in bifurcated form at their lower por- 7o 
tions, making practically two straps a con 
nected together. The bifurcated straps G. 
at their lower ends are made into hooks b 
which are firmly secured around the pintles 
c in the recesses d formed in the plate A. 75 
The upper ends of the straps G, are pro 
vided with hookse which hook to the clasp 
H, in the eccentrically arranged slots f. The 
clasp is preferably circular in form, and the 
slots f being semicircular are so formed in the 8o 
clasp or plate H, that one end will be near the 
periphery, while the other end is located in 
close proximity to the center. The action of 
the circular slots so arranged, both being di 
ametrically opposite each other, is to force or 85 
pull the straps G, toward the center of the 
clasp, thereby tightening the straps and se 
curing the shoe firmly to the hoof. 
Having provided the means for binding the 

shoe on firmly, it is further necessary to de 
vise means for holding the clasp in its tight 
ened position; this I effectually accomplish 
by providing a ratchet rim g on its under side 
which is engaged by the bar I, pivotally se 
cured at its central portion to the under side 95 
of the plate or clasp, at its center. This bar 
I, extends across the slots f, and holds the 
hooks e from sliding in the slots away from 
the center of the clasp. The bar I, is prefer 
ably formed in the shape of the letter “H,” 
and has one of the side barsh longer than the 
other, and sufficient to extend slightly beyond 
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the periphery of the clasp to form a catch i, 
which is held in its normal position by the 
ratchet rim g, but which can be readily re 
leased therefrom by depressing the same with 
E. hand, when it is desired to remove the 
S00. 
In order to adjust the shoe securely to the 

hoof, a suitable tool for turning the clasp EI 
will have to be employed. 
A convenient provision for the turning of 

the claspis the holesi which are formed in the 
plate diametrically opposite each other, and 
which are designed to hold a lever rigidly on 
the clasp, having projections to enter the said 
openings. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

1. The combination with a main and a sup 
plemental shoe, of straps having a pivotal con 
nection with the latter shoe, and having their 
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upper ends provided with hooks, a clasp hav 
ing eccentric slots in which the said hooks 
work, and a bar carried by the clasp for lock 
ing the hooks within said slots, substantially 
as described. 

2. The combination with a main and a Sup 
plemental shoe, of straps having a pivotal con 
nection at their lower ends with the latter 
shoe, and having their upper ends provided 
with hooks, a clasp plate having eccentric 
slots in which said hooks work, a catch bar 
pivotally secured to the clasp-plate, and en 
gaging teeth formed on said plate, substan 
tially as described and for the purpose set 
forth. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 

presence of two subscribing witnesses. 
SILAS PRUDEN. 

Witnesses: 
W. S. JAMES, 
N. J. CLARKE. 
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