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To all whom i? 7nvay concert. inder in the manner as will be described in 
i Be it known that I, JoseE JohNsoN, of the operation. 

Washington, in the District of Columbia, have 
inwentedanewand Improved Chargerfor Fire 
Arms; and I do hereby declare that the fol 

| lowing is a full, clear, and exact description 
of the construction and operation of the same, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, making a part of this specification, 
im which– w 

Figure 1 is a side view. Fig. 2 is a longi 
tudinal section takenthrough the linea”a, Fig. 
4. Fig.3 isanendview, with the cut-off valve 
closed. Fig. 4 is a top wiew, showing the cap 
in the clamp. Fig. 5 is an end view with the 
cut-off valve open. 
Similar characters refer to like parts in the 

several figures. 4. 
The nature of my invention 

impreved chargerfor fire-arms, which is com 
posed of the combination of a projecting ball, 
hollow cylinder, andcut-off valve combined 
in sucha manner as to form a chamber ofa 
proper capacity to contain a charge of powder, 
and also to admit of the ball projecting out 
from the end of the cylinder a suficient dis 
tance, so asto allow its oval orglobular form 

Bis the clamp for holding thecap, orrather 
to the post or projection Don the cylinder, by 
means of a screw, F, asseen in Figs. 2 and 4. 
Eis the cut-off valve or cover, which opens 

and closes over the end of the cylinder, as 
clearly shown in in thedrawings. Said valve 
isalso secured to post D on cylinder Aby 
means of screw F, as seen in Figs. 2 and 4. 
It will be seen that clamp B and cut-off valve 
Eare both secured to the charger by means 
of one screw im such a manner that Should 
they become loosé by use or otherwise they 
both can betightened by "the one” screw, 
thus combining economy and convenienge il? 
their attachment. 

h, Fig. 2, is the patch, which is confined be | | 
consists in an i tween the cylinder and the ball, and patches 

the ball when the same is forcedinto the gun. 
(7 is a projection or nipple on cut-off valve 

E, for opening and closing the same. 
The manner of using my charger is as fol 

lows: First, the charger, which is secured to 
the cylinder, is fil?etl or charged by opening 

| cut-off valve E, as seemin Fig. 5. Thepatch is 
placed over the hole in the cylinder. The ball 

to serve as a muzzle-piecetoguideit (the ball) isthem laid on tle patch over the hole, and 
i into the gun, thus obwiating the mecessity of i pressed down in even with the end of thé cyl 
usinga muzzlepiece-the ball itself being a i inder. Thepatchisthen cutoffsmoothlyleav. more ready and effective guide. 
My inventionalso enables me to patch the 

ball in the most approved way, as will be de 
Scribed. 
My invention further consists in using in 

connection with my chargeraclamp ofa pecu 
liar construction for the purpose of holding 
a cap, thus enabling me to embrace the en 

which may be taken from or returned to the 
pocket orcartridge-boxata single motion, thus 
saving the time usually spent in getting the 
cap in cartridge loading. 
To enable others skilled in the art to make | 

| and use my invention, I will proceed to de 
scribeits construction and operation. 
A istne cylinder, which is formed with a 

hollow of a, size equa? to that of the caliber of 
the gun whichitis designed to charge. Said 
cylinderis of suficient length to contain the 
proper quantity of powder. for a charge, also' 
a part of the ball, as seen in Fig, 2. 
Cis the ball, inserted in the end of the cyl 

i ing mo surplus cloth to retard the welocity of 
the ball. Them a short ramrod isapplied toit, 
by which the ball is pressed through the cyl 
inder into the position as seen in Figs. 1, 2, 
and 4. Saidramrod is provided withashoulder, 
which comes in contact with the end of the 
cylinder exactly at the time the ball reaches 
the point, as shown in the drawings, thus al 
ways positioninig the ball at the properplace. 
The powder is then put in and valve E is 
closed, as seen in Fig. 3. Third, the capis in 
serted in the clamp, as seen in Fig. 4, and the 
charge is complete. To transfer the charge 
from the charger to the gun, open valve E, as 
seen in Fig. 5, pour the powder into the cali 
ber of the gun, invert the charger, and apply 
the projected ball to the muzzle of the gun, 
slip the ramrod, through the cylinder, forcing 
the ball out of the same and down to the 
powder at the breech of the gun, slip the 
charger off over the end of the ramrod, and 
withdraw the rod, then applythecapin clamp 
B to the nipple of the gun and press it on, 



after which a slight pullsidewise breaks the 
hold of the clamp on the cap, and it (the cap) 
is left on the nipple, and the chargeis com 
plete. These chargers are designed to be 
loaded at home, or in camp, oratany time and 
place convenient, and as mamy of them carried 

i by the sportsman or soldierashewill be likely 
to shoot times; orhe can carry asmallermum 
berand chargethemathis convenience. They 
are made of a thin material, and are no more 
burdensonnethan most other arrangements for 
carrying ammunition. 
The object of my invention is to facilitate 

tle rapid muzzle-loading of rifles, and at the 
same time to retain all the advantages of the 
mostapproved style ofpatching rifle-balls. In 
all muzzle-koading-rifle cartridges thepatch is 
closed entirelyaroundlandfastened to the ball, 
im which case it is well-known that the patch 
clogs and greatly retards the velocity of the 
ball; but with the aid of my invention it will 
be seen by examining Fig. 2 that the patch 
lies behind and its edgespassaround between 
théball and the caliber of the gun, thus patch 
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ing the ball perfectly, yetleaving the forward 
side of the ball perfectly clear, só that when 
the gun is discharged the patch drops near 
the muzzlewithout retarding the velocity of 
the ballin theleast degree. Ithas been proved 
by experiment that a rifle can beloaded with 
the aid of my charger in less time than with 
the rifle-cartridge now in use. 
Having fully described my invention,what I 

claim as mew, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is– * 

1. The combination of the projecting ball 
| C, cylinder A, and cut-off valve E, arranged 
and combined in the manner and forthepur 
poses as herein described and set "forth. 

| 2. Using clamp B in connection with the 
charger, for the purpose of facilitating the 

| 
| 
rapid completion of the process of loading 
fire-arms, as described. 
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