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Application filed March 14, 1894, Serial No. 503,591. (No model.) 

To Cult, whon, it Hay concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN WILSON YOHO, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chew 
ton, in the county of Lawrence and State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Apparatus for Lock 
ing Desks, &c.; and I do hereby declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it pertains to make 
and use the same, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, which form a part of 
this specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

locking devices for drawers in desks and other 
articles of furniture, particularly to roll or 
other upright top desks. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

simple and improved device of this character 
which will possess advantages in point of ef 
ficiency, durability and inexpensiveness. 
To these ends my invention consists in cer 

tain improvements in the construction and 
arrangement of parts as will be hereinafter 
more particularly described and claimed, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, in which 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a desk hav 
ing my invention applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a 
horizontal sectional view on the line acac of Fig. 
1. Fig. 3 is a similar view on the line y if of 
Fig. 1. Figs. 4 and 5 are front and side ele 
Vations, respectively, of the locking bars or 
pins. Fig. 6 is an enlarged sectional detail 
taken. On Same plane as Fig. 3. 

Ilike numerals of reference denote like parts throughout the drawings. . 
This device may be applied to either roll or 

flat top desks in either case a false top being 
Supplied on which is mounted the operating 
mechanism of the device, thus incasing the 
Same between the false top and the top proper 
of the desk. 
The device consists of the flat disk 1 rigidly 

mounted on the pin or bolt 2 and having lat 
erally extending arms 3 and 4, the bolt 2 hav 
ing its lower end pivotally mounted in the 
bearing plate 5, said bearing plate being coun 
tel'Sunk into the false top 6 of the desk, the 
upper end of the bolt 2 extending upwardly 
through the top proper and terminating in a 

thumb nut or key 7. The bolt 2 is also braced 
and guided by the plate S which has its ends 
bent downwardly and outwardly to form bear 
ing surfaces through which the plate S is 
screwed or otherwise fastened to the false top 
6. The arms 3 and 4 of the disk 1 are perfo 
rated to receive one end of links or connect 
ing rods 9, the other ends of which are con 
nected to the bars or pins which communicate 
with and operate directly upon the drawers. 
The bars 10 and 11 lock the drawers at the 
right and left of the desk respectively, and 
the bar 12 locks the center drawer. The arm 
3 of the disk 1 has two perforations, the outer 
one receiving the end of the link rod connect 
ing it to the lock bar 12, and the inner per 
foration receiving the end of the link rod con 
necting with the lock bar 11 as shown, the 
arm 4 being connected in like manner to the 
lock bar 10. The movement of the disk l is 
limited in both directions by the pins 2'. 
The lock bars are formed at their tops with 

an offset 13 extending a short distance at 
right-angles to the bar. This offset is perfo 
rated near its outer end to receive one end of 
the link rod as hereinbefore described and 
acts as a crank to turn the lock bar upon the 
pull or push of the link rod. For a short dis 
tance down from the top the lock bars are 
round. The rest of the distance they are cut 
away to form a half round bar, the flat sur 
face being normally adjacent to the side of 
the drawers, but when in a locked position 
the bars are turned and a portion of the round 
surface is thrown into a notch 14 cut in the 
side of the drawers 15 as shown, thus engag 
ing and locking the drawers against Outward 
movement. The lower end of the locking 
bars is reduced and terminates in a bearing 
point. The locking bars are mounted in ver 
tical half round holes or openings 16 formed 
in the inner walls 17 of the drawer casings on 
either side of the desk. The locking bars 10 
and 11 lock the tiers of drawers at the right 
and left of the desk respectively and conse 
quently extend the full length from the top 
to the bottom of the desk engaging each suc 
cessive drawer in its operation, while the lock 
bar 12 having only one, the center drawer to 
lock, is much shorter than the other two and 
acts in a reverse manner, having its offset ar 
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ranged in the opposite direction as shown. 
This bar also bears in the inner wall of the 
drawer casing in the same manner as the 
others. 
The thumb nut or key 7 may be covered by 

an ornamental ink stand of suitable construc 
tion as shown in dotted line Fig. 1 or other 
wise hidden from view. 
In operating this device all that is neces 

sary to lock or unlock all drawers below the 
top is to turn the thumb nut 7 as far as the 
limited movement of the arm 3 will allow. 
The advantages of this device consist in 

the simplicity in the arrangement of the parts, 
the efficiency of the operation and the se 
curity with which the drawers are locked. 
Furthermore it is not necessary to lock the 
top of the desk in order to lock the drawers. 
as is usually the case in roll top desks. 
I do not wish to be understood as limiting 

myself to the use of upright and roll top desks 
as the device may be used in flat top desks as 
well as other articles of furniture containing 
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tiers of drawers without departing from the 
spirit of my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is 
In a roll or other upright top desk, the com 

bination with the drawers, of means for lock 
ing said drawers consisting of vertical lock- 3o 
ing bars provided with sets of short crank 
arms, said bars being half round and mounted 
in openings of the inner wall of the drawer 
casings, the crank arms and connecting link 
rods, the laterally projecting arms, the flat 
disk rigidly connected to a key pin or bolt, a 
plate countersunk in the false top of the desk, 
and means for operating the key pin, substan 
tially as described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 4o 

hereunto affix my signature. 
JOHN WILSON YOHO. L. s. 
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In presence of 
WM. PARSHALL, 
CHAS, STAPF. 

  


