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To all whom it may concermn:

Beitknown that I, JOHN GALLAGHER FAR-
LEY, a citizen of the United States,and a resi-
dent of Verbena, in the county of Chilton and
State of Alabama,have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Bale-Ties; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, which form a part of this speci-
fication.

My invention relates to cotton-bale ties, the
object being to provide a simple and economi-
cal device of this description, by means of
which the eunds of the binding-wires may be
readily and efficiently secured without liabil-
ity of their becoming aceidentally displaced,
yet at the same time are capable of being
easily disengaged when desired.

The invention comsists in the novel con-
struction of tie hereinafter fully described,
and specifically pointed in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of a cotton-bale tie constructéd
in accordance with my invention, Fig.2 isa
similar view of the same, showing the bind-
ing-wire secured thereto.

Tn the said drawings, the reference-numeral
1 designates a metallic plate of rectangular
or other suitable shape, and having an aper-
ture 2 for the reception of one end of the
bhinding-wire.

The numeral 3 designates a radial slot ex-
tending from a point at or near the center of
the plate, diagonally to the rim or periphery
thereof, forming a paesage for the other end
of the wire, which is looped, as hereinafter
set forth.

The numeral 4 denotes a horizontal slot in
the plate 1 intersecting the inner end of slot
3. The ends of slot 4 extend somewhat be-
yond the end of slot 3, the whole forming a
continuous passage-way or angular opening.

The binding-wire is designated by the nu-
meral 5, both ends of which are bent over,
forming loops or hooks 6.

The operation is as follows: The bale being

compressed by any suitable means, the bind-
ing-wires are passed around the same and
one of the hooked or looped ends inserted in
the aperture 2, as seen in Fig. 2. The other
hooked end of the wire is then inserted in the
diagonal slot 3 and pushed down into the
horizontal slot 4. The pressure upon the bale
being now released it will expand, causing the
said last-mentioned hooked end of the wire to
be forced to the end 6 of the herizontal slot 4.
By this means the wires will be securely held
and prevented from accidental displacement.

If in the course of handling or packing the
bales they should become pressed, the ends
of the wires on the slot 4 will not become dis-
engaged therefrom and escape through slot
3, but will be forced toward the other end 7
of slot 4, passing by slot 3,as will be obvious.

Upon the bale again being expanded the wire

will spring back to end 6, as before stated.

The wire can be readily disengaged from
the plate, when desired, by foreing it ous
through slot 3. .

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. A cotton-bale tie consisting of a rectan-
gular or other shaped plate having an aper-
ture therein, a diagonal slot extending from
the rim or periphery to or near the center,
and a horizontal slot intersecting said diag-
onal slot, substantially as described.

9. The combination, with a cotton-bale tie
consisting of a rectangular or other shaped
plate having an aperture therein, a diagonal
slot extending from the rim or periphery to
near the center, and a horizontal slot inter-
secting said diagonal slot, of a binding-wire
having hooked or looped ends, one end of
which passes through the aperture in the
plate, while the other engages with said slots,
substantially as described. _

“In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of three witnesses.

JOHN GALLAGHER FARLEY.

Witnesses:

BENJAMIN JAMES,
B. J. BALDWIN, . :
FRANK ASBURY GULLEDGE.
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