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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, PAuL THOMANN, a sub-
ject of the German Emperor, residing at
Halle-on-the-Saale, Germany, have invented
new and useful Improvements in Brick-Ma-
chines, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. :

My invention relates to improvements in
brick machines or presses; and the object of
the invention is to provide machines for en-
abling the plastic material to be filled into
the molds at a uniform density.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing, which shows a sectional
elevation of the machine.

In the drawing the numeral 1 indicates an
endless carrier which travels over drums % &’

and is designed to support on its upper side |

the mold-boxes 2 and to convey them along
gﬁdgrneath the hopper b, whereby they are
ed.

In order to cause the material to be fed
uniformly and evenlyinto the molds, I provide
the hopper with vertically-movable front wall
or gate, as indicated at ¢. This is connected
by alink ’ with a rocking lever ¢, carrying a
counterweight d, which tends to lift the said
front or gate a suddenly and hold it elevated
to allow the egress of the material from the
hopper. The front end of the lever is drawn
down against the weight d to gradually close
the mouth of the hopper and automatically
released again at the proper time by the fol-
lowing mechanism. A rod e is connected at
one end to the lever ¢ and at its opposite end
to a lever f, pivoted upon a supporting-
bracket ¢ and having its opposite end con-

nected to the vertically-moving rod A, which
carries a stop or projection 4, designed to be
engaged by the projections 7 on the forward
wheel or drum %. It will thus be seen that
by the action of the weight d the gate is held
elevated at the commencement of the opera-
tion of filling a mold, and as the wheel % ro-
tates, gradually moving the molds forward,
its projection [ contacts with the bracket 4,
gradually lifts the rod %, drawing the lever
down and gradually depressing the gate or
front side @ until the mold has passed from
under the gate and has been completely
filled, when the bracket 4 is released and the
counterweight immediately raises the gate
to its highest position to permit the filling of
a fresh mold.

3 is a plunger for pressing the material in
the molds. This plunger has a stem 4, which
is reciprocated in any suitable manner.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

In a brick-press, the combination with a
hopper and a carrier moving beneath the
same for. conveying the molds to be filled un-
der the hopper, 0% a mhovable gate for said
hopper and operating means for opening said
gate suddenly to its widest extent and then
gradually closing it as the filling of the mold
progresses.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

PAUL THOMANN.

Witnesses:

Ruporer Fricke,
FERNAND GorzIN, o
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