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1. 
This invention relates to the merchandising 

of fresh produce and in particular to leafy vege 
tables such as spinach, lettuce, and salad vege 
tables and their combinations. 

Heretofore, it has been difficult to keep such 
produce in a fresh crisp state during the market 
ing interim. 
One of the objects of this invention is to pro 

vide an improved package for vegetables for keep 
ing such vegetables cool and crisp for the normal 
elapsed time between picking and delivery to the 
Consumer. 
Another object of this invention is to utilize a 

Self-contained refrigerating package so that the 
Same does not require special attention on the 
part of the market man or vendor. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a refrigerating package using ice in which the 
melted ice will not wet the contents of the pack 
age or leak from the package. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a package with a Safety factor so that should the 
ice Which is used for cooling become melted and 
this liquid water escape from the container in 
which it is packed, it will not leak from the 
package. 
With these and other objects in view, the inven 

tion consists of certain novel features of con 
Struction, as will be more fully described and 
particularly pointed out in the appended claims. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a plan view of my improved package 

With the carton flaps open, revealing the con 
tents; 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view approximately cen 
trally of Fig. 1 with the flaps closed; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a unit vegetable 
package; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the ice-contain 
ing waterproof tray. 
The refrigerating unit in my improved package 

consists of a waterproof plastic bag adapted to 
hold a quantity of ice cubes hermetically sealed 
therein so as to retain the water resulting from 
the melting of said ice cubes. This unit is of 
substantially the same size as the unit which con 
tains the fresh produce and these units are 
packed into a carton with the fresh produce pack 
ages around the outer wall and the refrigerating 
unit in the center with possibly an additional 
produce package also located in the center to 
utilize the space which may be afforded. Suffi 
cient absorbent material is provided beneath the 
plastic bag in which the ice is located so that 
should this plastic bag leak, the Water will be 
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held in the absorbent, material and will not soften 
the cardboard carton which forms the outer cas 
ing for the entire package. Also, a waterproof 
tray is provided in which the plastic bag of ice 
rests and in which the absorbent material is 
located to also assist in maintaining the Water 
in case of accident from leaking onto the carton 
or out of the carton. 
With reference more particularly to the drawn 

ings, a carton designated to comprises a bottom 
wall ill, end walls 2, and side walls 3 while the 
cover is provided by flaps 4 hinged to each of 
the Walls 3 and flaps 5 hinged to each of the 
walls 2. From this it will be observed that the 
carton is generally rectangular in shape and 
usually formed of a cardboard material. 
Within the carton or container (), I have pro 

vided a plurality of bags 6 of leafy vegetables 
which are packed in the container or carton to 
around the outer end and side Walls 2 and 3, 
leaving a space 7 within this arrangement of 
bags in which I locate an open dish shown in 
perspective in Fig. 4 and designated 8, which 
may be of Some waterproof material. It has a 
bottom wall 9 and surrounding flaring walls 20 
and 2. Within this dish I provide soft absorbent 
cellulosic material 22 in an abundant quantity 
and within a plastic bag which may be similar 
to the bags for the fresh produce and which I 
designate 23 I provide ice cubes 24 to form the 
refrigerating unit. This refrigerating unit or bag 
23 will be sealed with air therein, and as it will 
not need to be sufficiently large to take up the 
entire space 17, I may locate another bag 6' 
in a horizontal instead of vertical position in the 
package and within the plurality of bags 6 Sur 
rounding it such as shown in Fig. 2. 
In this way, should the bag 23 be accidentally 

punctured, water would be absorbed largely by 
the absorbent material 22 and would be kept from 
running out of the package or onto the bottom 
wall 2 thereof which is of cardboard by reason 
of the water proof dish like container 8 which 
holds this absorbent material. The flaps of the 
cover may be closed and by reason of the bags, 
the absorbent material and the walls of the 
carton, a refrigerating unit is provided in which 
the ice Will last a Substantial length of time and it 
is found that the ice will last sufficiently so that 
a bag of ice as indicated herein will keep the 
package cold from the length of time the produce 
is picked to the time it is delivered to the con 
Sumer. It is, of course, apparent that larger bags 
of ice may be utilized if necessary, in which case 
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the additional bag 6' as shown in Fig. 2 will 
be omitted. 

I claim: 
1. A fresh produce package comprising a con 

tainer having a peripheral wall, a plurality of 
individual bags of produce arranged along the 
inner Surface of Said Wall, and a Sealed bag of 
waterproof material containing ice and located 
within said plurality of bags and housed in there 
by, a waterproof open dish within which said bag 
of ice rests, said dish resting on the bottom Wall 
of said container and an additional bag of produce... . . . . . 
resting on Said sealed bag of ice. 

2. A fresh produce package as set forth in 
claim 1 wherein said container is a cardboard 
carton having self-sustaining stiff Walls. 

3. A fresh produce package as set forth in ...; 
claim i wherein said bag of ice rests upon a mass, 
of water absorbent material in a quantity suf 

10 

15 

4. 
ficient to retain water resulting from the melting 
of Saidice. 

ANTHONY ONGO. 
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