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(57) Abstract: Provided is a connector structure whereby the positions of an STP cable (10B) and a UTP cable (10A) can
be switched without any major structural change. UTP connection terminals (21A) connected to each electrical wire (11)
in the UTP cable (10A) are housed in a housing section (26) forming a pair of UTP dielectric bodies (22A), being housed
in the same shape as each other and such that insertion areas (53) for male terminals (91) mutually approach each other
in the width direction. STP connection terminals (21B) connected to each electrical wire (11) in the STP cable (10B) are
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housed in a housing section (26) forming a pair of STP dielectric bodies (22B), being housed in the same shape as each
other and such that insertion areas (53) for male terminals (91) are further apart from each other in the width direction
than for the UTP connection terminals (21A).
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In the light of the language in claim 1, claim 1 can be interpreted as setting
forth—regarding a connector structure integrally provided with UTP connection
terminals, STP connection terminals, UTP dielectrics, and STP dielectrics—that
when the UTP connection terminals and the STP connection terminals are accommodated
in accommodation sections of the UTP dielectrics and the STP dielectrics,
respectively, then insertion regions of an aforementioned male terminal in a box
section of the STP connection terminals are accommodated so as to be spaced apart
fromone another inawidthdirectionbymore than insertion regions an aforementioned
male terminal in a box section of the UTP connection terminals.

The description, meanwhile, indicates that: “the STP connection terminals 21B
are substantially the same configuration as the UTP connection terminals 21A" (see
paragraph [0028]); “a width-direction separation distance between each of the
accommodation sections 26 o0f the STPdielectrics 22Bisgreater thanawidth-direction
separation distance of each of the accommodation sections 26 of the UTP dielectric
dielectrics 22A” (see paragraph [0032]); an “STP housing 23B is substantially the
same shape as a UTP housing 23A” (see paragraph [0037]); and a “UTP connector 20A
and STP connector 20B are substantially identical in configuration except in that
the STP connector 20B has an outer conductor 24B ... when a UTP cable 10A is replaced
with an STP cable 10B or when an STP cable 10B is replaced with a UTP cable 10A,
then there is no need to significantly alter the connector structure, thus making
it possible to reduce costs” (see paragraph [0048]).

In view whereof, the description can be interpreted as indicating that the UTP
connector and STP connector are distinct bodies, connection terminals and housings
provided respectively to the UTP connector and STP connector have substantially
the same configuration or shape, and accommodation sections of dielectrics provided
respectively to the UTP connector and STP connector differ in the width-direction
separation distance and in having or not having an outer conductor. It can then
be interpreted as being indicated that giving the UTP connector and STP connector
such configurations obviates the needto significantly alter the connector structure
when the UTP cable and STP cable are being replaced, thus making it possible to
reduce costs.

Claim 1, however, does set forth a connector structure simultaneously provided
with UTP connection terminals, STP connection terminals, UTP dielectrics, and STP
dielectrics, but does not set forth such matters as are disclosed in the description

where the UTP connector and STP

[continued on extra sheet]
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[continuation of extra sheet]

connector are provided as distinct bodies or the connection terminals and housings
of the UPT connector and STP connector have mutually identical shapes. The invention
as in claim 1 accordingly cannot solve the problem to be addressed of reducing
costs without the need to significantly alter a connector structure.

The same is also true of the invention as in claim 2, which cites claim 1.
As such, the inventionas inclaims 1-2 exceeds the scopedisclosedinthe description,
and does not meet the requirements for support stipulated in PCT Article 6.
Accordingly, a meaningful search cannot be conducted for a “connector structure”
where the connection terminals and housing of the UTP connector and the connection
terminals and housing of the STP connector are not mutually identically shaped
anda “connector structure” that doesnot the UTP connector and STP connector separate.
The search has therefore been conducted solely for connector structures where
connection terminals and housings of connector structures used as UTP cables and
connector structures used as STP cables, with UTP connectors and STP connectors
provided as distinct bodies are mutually identically shaped and the UTP dielectrics
and STP dielectrics have different shapes, thus making it possible to make use
of the common portions in the connectors to support STP cables and UTP cables without

significantly altering the structure.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)
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