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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Moses N. WensTER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Louisville, in the county of Jefferson and
State of Kentucky, have invented a new
and useful Climbing Device, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to climbing devices
used for scaffolds, step-ladders, and fire-
escapes; and the object of my invention is
to provide a simple and practical device
that can be applied to any of these pur-
poses.

The invention consists of novel features
and parts and combinations of the same
which will be more fully described herein-
after and then pointed out in the claims.

A practical embodiment of the invention
is represented in the accompanying draw-
ings, which are part hereof and in which
similar characters of reference indicate the
corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my in-
vention embodied in the form of a scaffold.
Fig. 2 is a detail perspective view of the
base. TFig. 3 is a second detail perspective
view of the base. Iig. 4 is a detail perspec-
tive view of the platform for the scaffold.
Fig. 5 is a detail perspective view of the
pole and a step. Fig. 6 is a perspective
view of a clip. Fig. 7 is a perspective view
of my invention embodied in the step-lad-
der. Tig. 8 is a detail sectional view of the
cap of said step-ladder. Fig. 9 is a detail
perspective view of the base construction.
Fig. 10 is a perspective view of portions of
the structure in Fig. 7. Fig. 11 is a detail
perspective view of the top of the auxiliary
pole in the scaffold structure. Fig. 12 is a
perspective view of my invention embodied
in the fire-escape.

My invention is essentially a climbing de-
vice comprising an extensible pole, climbing
steps attached in a novel manner, bases of
novel structure, a novel platform attach-
ment for said pole, a novel auxiliary sup-
porting pole and connections, novel attach-
ments for using the portions of said pole
for a step-ladder, and novel attachments for
using said pole as a fire-escape.

The main pole of the climbing device con-
sists of the pieces 1 and 2, adjustably con-
nected by the clips 6. The clips 6 are pref-
erably threaded at each end and provided
with nuts adapted to press the connecting

elements 7 against the parts surrounded by
the clips 6. The clips 6 are also used in
pairs on each side of the pole, as shown in
Iig. 12, to connect the steps 5 to the parts
of the main pole 1 and 2. The steps 5 are
recessed so us to fit the pieces of the pole 1
and £ as shown in Fig. 5. To avoid weaken-
ing the main pole no recesses are provided
therein,

The bases of the pieces 1 .and 2 are pro-
vided with transverse supporting pieces 10,
connected as shown in Fig. 8, and supported
by the diagonal pieces 8 and 9, which prefer-
ably connect the ends of the pieces 10 to the
sides of the parts.1 and 2 of the main pole.
The preferred structure for these connec-
tions is shown in Figs. 2 and 9. In Fig. 9
1s shown an oblique recess for the diagonal
pieces and a vertical recess for the main
pole. In Fig. 2 are shown the various de-
vices for connecting the parts of the base to
one another entirely by friction without
weakening the main pole or its supports by
the insertion of any pieces. The main piece
of the pole 1 is connected to the base 10 by
the collar 36, which has each end bent to
hold the clip 6 and its connecting piece 7
from sliding up the pole. The lower ends
of the diagonal supporting pieces 8 and 9
are held in position by a collar 85 substan-
tially the same as the collar 86 and clipped
in position in the same manner. The col-
lars 35 are also used to hold in position the
rings 28, which are provided to contain pegs
to fasten the base of the pole to the ground.
The upper ends of the supporting pieces 8
and 9 are held in position by a broad clip 6
and its connecting piece 7 which are held
against sliding up said diagonal pieces by
the pins 33 and 34 which pass between the
pole and said supporting pieces on each side
and rest upon the edges of the clip 6 and
the connecting piece 7. This affords a secure
means for connecting diagonal pieces to a
pole on opposite sides without injecting any
element into the structure of the parts.

When my invention is used as a scaffold
T attach the hooks 24 and 25, provided with
the rollers 26 to one base to roll along the
cornice of the building 11. T also provide
the platform 38, hung by the cord 12 and
the rings 13 and 14 to a step 5, as shown in
Tig. 1, so that said platform will not tilt. I
raise and lower the platform by the pulley

20, attached to an end of the pole and by the 1
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pulley 21, attached to the platform. Yo
hold the platform 38 evenly against the
sides of the building I provide the arms
15 and 16 at each end thereof, slotted for ad-
justment and held in position by the thumb
screws 17 and 18. The arms 15 and 16 are
provided with rollers for movement up and
down the building. The platform is pro-
vided with straps 22 and 23 to support it
upon the steps and to codperate with the
piece 12 to keep it from tilting. To support
the main pole stiffly I provide an auxiliary
pole, made up of the pieces 8 and 4, con-
nected in the same manner as the pieces of
the main pole. I provide the piece 4 with
a base similar to that on piece 2. I provide
the free end of the piece 3 with the hook
30 and the flat piece 29 to rest on the cor-
nice 11. I provide the pulleys 31 and 32
for doing hauling in ccnnection with this
auxiliary supporting pole. I connect the
auxiliary pole to the main pole by the flat
piece 56 provided with recesses along one
edge to rest in the up-turned steps 27. The
steps 27 are connected to the pole by the
clips 6 in the same manner as are the steps
5. The board 56 can be provided with as
many recesses as is desired so that the auxil-
iary pole may be placed at any desired dis-
tance on the main pole. In connection with
the platform 38 I connect a vertical piece
37 to one edge thereof to further hold it
against tilting.

To transform the essential elements of
my invention into a step-ladder, as shown
in Fig. 7, it is simply necessary to take the
pieces of the pole apart, lay them diagon-
ally against one another, and place on the
cap 49. To support further the pieces 1 and
2 I provide the piece 39, provided with an
arrow head and transverse base. The head
and the ends of the base may be provided
with pins 51 to enter appropriate recesses
50 in the pieces 1 and 2. To connect further
said piece 39 with the pieces 1 and 2, 1
provide the pivoted hooks 43 and 42,
adapted to connect the base of the support-
ing wedge 39 with pins 40 and 41 respec-
tively in the pieces 1 and 2. The pieces can
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be still further connected and supported by
the element 44 connecting two opposite
steps on the main pieces 1 and 2. The plat-
form for said step-ladder consists of two
flat pieces 45 and 46, connected by end pieces
48, which are held adjustably by the thumb
serews 47. The pieces 45 and 46 rest on

“opposite steps 5 on the two parts of the

main pole.

When my invention is embodied in a
fire-escape, I prefer to set it in a solid base
55. I provide the long pieces 52, connected
to the window sills by the pieces 53 so that
fleeing occupants of the building may walk
out from adjoining windows and reach the
pole 1. For the benefit of those who might
fall I provide the pieces 54, about midway
the height of the windows, which said flee-
ing occupants may take hold of to reach the

pole. The pieces 54 are connected with the .

main pole in the same manner as the steps 5.

I do not limit myself to the form or forms
in which the essential principles of my in-
vention are embodied further than is indi-
cated in the claims.

T claim:

1. A climbing device, comprising a climb-
ing pole, a transverse base piece, diagonal
supporting pieces connecting said base piece
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with opposite sides of the pole, clips con- .

necting the ends of said supporting pieces
by friction with the sides of said pole, and
elements passing between the sides of sald
pole and said supporting elements adapted
to hold said compressing clips in position.
2. A structural support, comprising a
supporting element, a transverse base piece,
diagonal supporting pieces connecting said
base piece with opposite sides of said sup-
porting element, means for connecting the
ends of said diagonal pieces by friction with
the sides of said supporting element, and
elements passing between the sides of said
supporting element and said connecting
mechanism adapted to hold it in position.
"MOSES N. WEBSTER.
Witnesses:
Avriexy P. TwyMaN,
Lze L. Simoxs.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the * Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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