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4 Claims. (Cl. 312—235)

The present invention relates to improvements in a
portable antomobile desk and it consists in the combina-
tion, construction and arrangement of parts as hereinafter
described and claimed. )

An object of my invention is to provide a portable
automobile desk that can be mounted in a vehicle and
placed next to the driver where he can have ready access
thereto and it may be removed from the vehicle and used
in an office or at home. The desk also functions as a
file cabinet and it has a width and depth designed to hold
letter or legal-sized files. The desk is supported by the
front seat of the vehicle and it has a front portion that
extends downwardly toward the floor of the vehicle. This
front portion can hold longer items that cannot be con-
veniently filed in the portion of the file cabinet that over-
lies the vehicle seat. Novel supporting means is carried
by the elongated front portion of the device and it can
be adjusted to contact with the vehicle floor and accom-
modate the center hump that is prevalent in most vehicle
floors. The elongated front portion of the device extends
at an acute angle with respect to the remainder of the file
cabinet that rests on the vehicle seat and this braces the
device in such a manner that it will have no tendency to
pitch forward in the vehicle when the driver brings the
vehicle to a stop.

Another novel feature of the invention is that the de-
vice has extendible legs, for supporting it on the floor of a
building when the device is transferred from the vehicle
to an office or the home. Building contractors and others
are thus able to file all necessary papers and drawings in
the device and can refer to them on the job when the
device is in the vehicle or in the office after the device
is removed from the vehicle to the office building. The
top of the device when used in a room is preferably about
thirty-one inches high.

When the device is used in the vehicle, the top is posi-
tioned at a convenient height so that the driver can use
it for writing memos or spreading drawings or other
papers on it. To this end the sides of the device are
provided with side wings that can be swung from inopera-
tive position into operative position where they will lie
flush with the desk top and form extensions thereof. A
clip board can be used on the desk top for clipping papers
thereto. The desk top can be swung into an open posi-
tion when it is desired to gain access to the filing compart-
ments. The sizes and shapes of the filing compartments
can be altered to suit the type of work being performed
by the contractor or business man. Articles for the par-
ticular type of trade such as electrical items for the electri-
cian, etc., could be stored in the compartments as well
as papers.

The portable automobile desk is simple in construction
and is durable and efficient for the purpose intended.

Other objects and advantages will appear as the speci-
fication continues. The novel features of the invention
will be set forth in the appended claims.

Drawings

For a better understanding of my invention, reference
should be made to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, in which:

FIGURE 1 is a side elevation of the device as shown
mounted in a vehicle.

FIGURE 2 is a front elevation of FIGURE 1 with a
portion being shown in section.
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FIGURE 3 is a vertical longitudinal section taken along
the line 3—3 of FIGURE 2.

FIGURE 4 is a side elevation of the device when re-
moved from the vehicle and supported by its own adjust-
able legs.

FIGURE 5 is a front elevation of FIGURE 4 and
shows the hinged side leaves in raised or operative posi-
tion.

While I have shown only the preferred form of my in-
vention, it should be understood that various changes, or
modifications, may be made within the scope of the an-
nexed claims without departing from the spirit thereof.

Detailed description

In carrying out my invention I provide a portable auto-
mobile desk that has an elongated cabinet portion indicat-
ed generally at A that is adapted to rest upon the top of an
automobile seat indicated generally at B when the device
is mounted in a vehicle. An upwardly extending elongat-
ed cabinet portion C is placed at the front of the elongated
cabinet portion A and single side walls 1 and 2 intercon-
nect these cabinet portions. It will be seen from FIGURE
3 that the elongated cabinet portion A extends at an acute
angle with respect to the upwardly extending cabinet por-
tion C and the purpose of this is to cause the bottom wall
3 of the elongated portion A to rest upon the top 4 of the
automobile seat B, see FIGURE 1. When the device is
in this position, the front wall 5 of the upwardly extend-
ing cabinet portion C will be inclined at a slight angle to
the right of a vertical plane indicated by the dot-dash line
6 in FIGURE 1. I have found that when the front wall
5 is so inclined when the device is mounted in a vehicle,
there will be no tendency for the device to tend to pitch
forwardly when the vehicle is brought to a stop.

The side walls 1 and 2, the bottom wall 3 and a rear
wall 7 enclose the elongated cabinet portion A, see FIG-
URE 3. The side walls 1 and 2 together with the front
wall 5 and a bottom wall 8 and a rear wall 9 enclose the
upwardly extending elongated cabinet portion C. It is
possible to have the rear wall 9 for the cabinet portion C
extend upwardly above the bottom wall 3 and form a
front wall for the elongated cabinet portion A. On the
other hand the rear wall 9 of the cabinet portion C, could
have its upper edge coincide with the forward edge of the
bottom wall 3 of the cabinet portion A and thus the two
cabinet sections A and C could function as one.

I do not wish to be confined to any particular arrange-
ment of compartments formed in the cabinet portions A
and C. In FIGURE 3, I show the cabinet portion A pro-
vided with three partitions 16 for dividing it into com-
partments. The width of the cabinet portion A is prefer-
ably long enough to accommodate folders of either letter
or legal size and the depth is sufficient to receive these
folders. The depth of the cabinet portion C is much
greater than that of the cabinet portion A and items hav-
ing a greater length such as rolls of drawings, etc., can be
placed in this cabinet portion. It is possible to use the
cabinet portions A and C for storing all kinds of items and
I do not wish to be confined to any particular use for the
device.

I provide a single hinged cover D for closing the tops
of the cabinet portions A and C. This cover will extend
from the side wall 1 to the side wall 2 as cleatrly shown in
FIGURES 2 and 5 and the length of the cover will be
from the front wall 5 for the cabinet section C to the rear
wall 7 for the cabinet section A. The rear edge of the
cover D is hinged at 11 to the upper edge of the rear wall
7. It will be noted from FIGURE 1 that the plane of the
cover D will paralle] the plane of the top 4 of the automo-
bile seat B. The cover D will be at such a height above
the top 4 of the automobile seat and will be inclined at
such an angle that the driver can use the cover as a writing
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surface or for supporting papers. The elbow of the driver
will be positioned above the top of the cover D and the
forearm of the driver can extend across the top of the
cover which is a natural position for writing on paper
resting on the cover. A spring-pressed clamp E is mount-
ed on the top of the cover D and is disposed near the front
edge of the cover, The clamp E together with the cover D
will constitute a clip-board for holding papers on the
cover.

In FIGURES 1, 2 and 5, I show the device provided
with a pair of hinged side leaves F and G. The side leaf
F is hinged at 12 to the upper edge of the side wall 1 while
the side leaf G is hinged at 13 to the upper edge of the
side wall 2. Collapsible bracing struts I4 are shown in
extended position in FIGURE 5 for holding the side leaf
or wing F in a plane paralleling the plane of the cover D.
These collapsible bracing struts 14 are shown in folded
position in FIGURES 1 and 2 to permit the side wing or
leaf F to be swung into an inoperative position.

A permanent magnet 15, may be embedded in the
undersurface of the side wing F and when this side wing
or leaf is in closed position, the permanent magnet will be
disposed opposite to a metal keeper 16 that is embedded
in the side wall 1. The magnet will be attracted to the
keeper and this is one way for releasably holding the side
wing or hinged leaf F in closed or inoperative positicn.
FIGURE 5 shows the bracing struts 14 pivotally connect-
ed to the front and rear edges of the side leaf F and pivot-
ally connected to the front wall 5 and the rear wall 7 of
the device.

In like manner the hinged side leaf or wing G can be
held in open position by bracing struts 17, see FIGURE 5.
These bracing struts are similar to the bracing struts 4
and are pivotally secured to the front and rear edges of
the side leaf G and to the front wall 5 and the rear wall 7
of the device as shown in FIGURE 3. The side wing G
has a permanent magnet 18 as shown in FIGURES 2
and 5 and this magnet registers with a metal keeper 19
placed in the side wall 2 when the wing or leaf is in in-
operative or closed position. This arrangement will re-
leasably hold the side leaf G in closed position and will
prevent it from rattling. When the two side wings or
leaves F and G are swung into open position as shown in
FIGURES 4 and 5, they will lie flush with the top of the
cover D and this will give a much greater area or work
surface for holding drawings, maps and the like.

In FIGURES 1 to 3 inclusive, I show how the front
of the device can be supported by the vehicle foor H.
I provide adjustable supporting means so that the device
can be mounted in different types of automobiles or
vehicles and yet the front of the device will be supported
by the vehicle floor. In FIGURE 2, I show the side wall
% of the device extending below the bottom wall § and
being provided with a pair of bolts 28 having wing nuts
21 mounted thereon, see also FIGURE 3. An adjustable
foot J has a pair of arcuate slots 22 and 23 formed therein
for slidably receiving the shanks of the bolts 2¢. The
arcuate slots 22 and 23 not only permit vertical adjust-
ment of the adjustable foot J with respect to the bolts
26, but they also permit angular adjustment of the foot
with respect to the side wall 2 so that the lower edge 24
of the foot may be angularly adjusted as well as vertically
adjusted. In this way the driver can first loosen the
wing nuts 21 on the bolts 26 and then move the adjusta-
ble foot J vertically as well as angularly so as to bring the
lower edge 24 of the foot into contact with the upper sur-
face of the vehicle floor H. He then can tighten the nuts
21 on the bolts 20 for securing the foot J in adjusted posi-
tion. The foot will now support the side 2 of the device.

The lower portion of the front wall 5 is provided with
an arcuate recess 25, see FIGURE 2 and this recess 25 is
designed to receive the central hump 26 normally pro-
vided in the floor of the vehicle. 1t is possible to have the
arcuate edge 25 of the recess rest directly upon the central
portion of the hump 26 as shown in FIGURE 2. If, how-
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ever, the right hand side wall 1 of the device should be
raised so that its lower edge portion 1a is spaced above the
central portion of the floor hump 26, then an auxiliary ad-
justable foot K can be moved downwardly so that its
lower edge 27 will contact with the top of the floor hump
26 and support the right hand side wall of the device at
the proper height so that the cover I will be held in
proper position.

The adjustable foot K has an elongated slot 28 therein
and bolts 29 are mounted in the side wall 1 and are
slidably received in the slot 28 for guiding the auxiliary
adjustable foot K in its vertical movement. Wing nuts
38 are mounted on the bolts 29 and secure the foot K in
adjusted position with respect to the side wall I. In
FIGURE 2, the lower edge 27 of the foot K is shown
spaced above the edge of the arcuate recess 25 because
the edge of this recess bears directly upon the center of
the floor hump 26. If the recess edge 25 were spaced
above the hump 26, then the foot K would be extended
for resting on the floor hump. The foot K is used for
another purpose which will be described later.

In FIGURES 4 and 5, I show the device removed from
the vehicle and resting upon a supporting surface such as
the floor 31 of a building. I provide foldable rear legs
L and these are shown in folded position in FIGURE 1
and in extended position in FIGURES 4 and 5. Each
leg is identical and therefore a description of one will
suffice for both. The leg L has a slot 32 and a pivot pin
33 is carried by each side wall 1 and 2 and is slidably
received in the slot 32. A socket M is secured to each
side wall 1 and 2, see FIGURE 5 and the open end of the
socket faces downwardly.

The upper end 34 of the leg L is removably receivable
in the socket M when the leg L is in operative position
as shown in FIGURE 4. The socket M when receiving
the upper end 34 of the leg, will not only limit the up-
ward movement of the leg with respect tot he device, but
will also prevent the leg from pivoting about the pin 33.
Furthermore the socket will hold the leg so that the
lower end 35 of the leg will rest upon the floor 31 and
support the device in a proper position. The front of
the device will then have the lower edge 5a of the front
wall 5 and the lower edge 2a of the side wall 2 rest di-
rectly upon the floor 31, see FIGURE 4. Also the auxili-
ary adjustable foor K will be lowered with respect to the
device so that its lower edge 27 will rest npon the floor
31. In this way the device is supported on the floor and
can constitute a portable desk.

It is possible to change the adjustment of the legs J
and K so that the cover D will be in a horizontal plane
rather than the inclined plane as shown in FIGURE 4.
The interior of the device is adapted to contain any kind
of articles such as fishing tackle, electrical tools, plumb-
ing tools, surveying instruments, etc.

I claim: .

1. A device of the type described comprising:

(a) a container having a box-like portion adapted to
rest on the top of a vehicle seat and a front hollow
portion that extends downwardly over the front of
the seat;

(b) said box-like portion and front hollow portion hav-
ing a top and bottom with the bottom of the front
hollow portion being below the bottom of the box-
like portion;

(c) side walls for said box-like portion between the top
and bottom and side walls for the front hollow por-
tion between the top and bottom with at least one of
said side walls extending below the bottom of said
front hollow portion;

(d) said front hollow portion having a front wall with
its lower edge terminating at the ends of the side walls
of said front hollow portion and defining an arcuate
recess between said side walls;

(e) an extensible leg carried by each side wall of said
front hollow portion with one of said legs being posi-
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tioned above the bottom of said front hollow portion
in its retracted position and the other leg in its re-
tracted position being positioned below the bottom
of said front hollow portion and at least even with
the bottom of said side wall in its retracted position;

(f) said last-mentioned leg being of a width commen-

surate with the width of said one of said side walls
and means provided in said leg to permit said leg to
be adjusted vertically and angularly with respect to
said side wall.

2. A device of the type as set forth in claim 1 wherein
leaves are hinged to the upper edges of the side walls for
said box-like portion and said front hollow portion and
means for supporting said leaves in operative position
to be in the same plane as the top of said box-like portion
and front hollow portion.

3. A device of the type as set forth in claim 1 wherein
said box-like portion is provided with a pair of legs spaced
from said front hollow portion with said legs being pivot-
ally mounted on the side walls of said box-like portion.

4. The combination as set forth in c¢laim 3 and in
which:

(a) each rear leg has a longitudinally extending slot

therein for slidably receiving the pivot pin that pivot-
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ally connects the leg to the side wall of the device;

and

(b) a downwardly opening socket carried by each side
wall and associated with each rear leg for receiving
5 the tep of the rear leg when it is swung into opera-
tive position;
(c) whereby the socket and pivot pin will hold said
rear leg from accidentally swinging into inoperative
position.
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