
Oct. 17, 1933. E. W. CHRISTY 1,930,965 
DISPLAY RAIL AND HOOK 

Filed Feb. 21, 1931 

M 

o 

11ventot 
A/mer MCA rary 

Af. 8. 33 (%%. 

  



5 

y - 

3 form of the hook. 

Patented Oct. 17, 1933 

1930,965 
DISPLAYRAIL AND Hook 

Elmer w. Christy, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Application February 21, 1931. Serial No. 517,459 

UNITED STATES PATENT office 

9 Claims. (Cl. 248-48) . 
This invention relates to a means whereby 

various objects may be suspended at selected 
places and has for its principal object the pro 
vision of a display rail and a slidable detachable 
utility hook which is readily, inserted or re 
moved at any place along the rail, but which can 
not be accidentally separated from the rail. 
Another object is to provide a very simple, 

effective and inexpensive rail fashioned in such 
manner as to cooperate with the hook members 
in producing a strong, support for articles of va-. 
rious sizes and weights. . . . . . . . . . . 
These and other objects are attained by the 

means, described herein and disclosed in the ac 
companying drawing, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a rail and 
hook of the invention. ... . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 2 is a view on line 2-2 of Fig. 1. . . . . . 
- Fig. 3 is a view, similar to Fig. 2 but showing 

the abutment member depressed and the hook 
SWung into position for removal from the rail. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a modified form 
of the hook of the invention. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 5 is a front elevation view of a preferred 

Fig.6 is a view on line 6-6 of Fig. 5. 
Fig. 7 shows in perspective the spring and 

abutment member of the device of Fig. 5. . 
Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a bent wire hook 

member usable with the rail strip shown in Figs. 
1, 2 and 3. '''. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The present invention provides a means for 

use in hanging various objectS Such as Wall maps 
either in roll cases or on rods, any kind of bulle- . 
tin board or other object, provided with One, or 
more eyelets or gromnets, and also capable in its 
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preferred forms of suspending single, sheets, 
charts, cards, pictures, etc. which have no eye 
lets or suspending means. The alternative form 
of Fig. 8 is capable of employment with the sim 
ple rail of the invention in pantries, on doors, 
etc., for hanging utensils of various kinds. 
The rail or molding of the invention is inex 

pensively formed from flat strip metal 10 along 
the top of which is formed an integral forwardly 
extending U-shaped channel 11, having its top 
arm, 12 connected to the strip. 10, and its lower 
arm disposed in horizontal position with its end 
14 terminating at a distance from the forward 
face of strip 10 to admit the thickness of the 
material of which the hook member is formed. 
The strip 10 preferably has a longitudinally 

extending slight bend or "break' 15 close to its 
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bottom edge so that a space is formed behind 
: the thin metal for accommodating the slightly 
countersunk cups 16 which are formed about the 
screwholes. 17 provided at intervals for attach 
ing the rail or molding to the sidewall of a room 
or along the top of a class room blackboard. 
The strip 10 may be quite thin since the forma 

point. ... 

tion of the U-shaped member 11 at the top im 

wy 

parts great rigidity and strength to the part that 
bears the load of a case map or other of the . heavier objects which may be suspended there 
from. In addition to this the “break' 15 fur 
ther strengthens the strip. . . . . . . . . 
The hook member in its various forms consists essentially of a body which is suspended from the 

top or inner face of arm 13 by a lug such as 18, 
while the body. 19 itself rests against the face of : 
the body 10 of the molding strip or rail. A suit 
able hook finger 20 completes the device insofar 
as it may be inserted or removed at any point 
along the rail, and that it will sustain any object 
within reasonable limits of weight suspended 
therefrom. In Figs. 2, 4 and 5 the hook body and 38 
lug is formed of sheet metal. In Fig. 8, the parts 
are formed from a length of wire or rod stock. 
In order to remove the hook member from the rail, it is necessary to tilt the body 19 forwardly 

(as shown in Fig. 3) sufficiently to withdraw lug . 18 downwardly through the space between strip 
body 10 and the edge of arm 13. When manipu 
lating a fairly rigid object at arms length with 
a view to hanging or removing said object from 
one or a pair of the hooks there may be a tend 
ency to disturb the position of the hooks sufn 
ciently to separate them from the rail if some 
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means is not provided to guard against such acci 
dent. In the device of Fig. 8this is partially pro 
vided for in that the lug 18 consists of two spaced 
and somewhat resilient arms which bind slightly 
within the U-shaped channel. . . . , , , 
In Figs. 2 and 4 a member of spring steel i. 

secured, by spot welding or otherwise, onto the 
body 19 and has an abutment finger. 21, the end 

spring steel is 

of which is normally positioned closely, adjacent 
and spaced below the lug 18. By manually de 
pressing the finger 21, as with the thumb, the lug 
18 may be entered and the hook member moved 
into operative position on the rail. Release of the 
spring abutment finger-21 then positions the end 
of that member as shown in Fig.2 from which 
it cannot again be displaced without manually 
depressing the finger 21. The hook, while inca 
pable of accidental separation from the rail, may 
nevertheless be slid along the rail to any desired 

. It is to be oted that in order to attain the 
position shown in Fig. 3 the abutment finger must 
first be manually depressed toward the body. 19 
so that lug. 18 can be hooked into or from the 
interior of the channel through the restricted 
..longitudinal opening 22 between the end 14 of the 
arm 13 and the body 10 of the rail or molding. . . 
In the embodiment shown in Fig. 4 the body, of 

the spring abutment finger 21 has an S-bend at 23 
where it is spot welded to the body 19. The de 
pending portion of the body is slitted to provide 
for the hook finger 20 and the depending legs 24 380 
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each have a spring finger 25 pressing on the face 
thereof. The fingers 25 result from the slotting 
of the lower part of the spring body from the 
bottom up through the S-bend. This gives the 
upper part a firm seat on the hook finger 20 at a 
point 26 Spaced forwardly of the body 19, and 
allows the abutment finger 21 to move radially 
from that point only. 
Various objects may be suspended from hook 

finger 20 and single sheets and cards may bein 
serted between legs 24 and the suitably curved 
ends of Spring fingers 25. 
The modified form shown in Figs. 5, 6 and 7 

consists of the usual body 19 having the suspend 
ing lug 18 as previously described. The hook fin 
ger 27 however is bent forwardly from the edge 
of body 19 and has a shoulder 28 where it joins 
body 19. This shoulder is transversely perforated 
to receive a pivot pin 29 which also passes through 
aligned perforations 30 in the arms of a channel 
shaped abutment finger which is formed of sheet 
metal and straddles the shoulder portion 28 of 
hook 27. The rear portion of member 31 is cut 
out to provide the straddle lugs 32 and 33. The 
lug 33 has an extended edge 34 which limits the 
outward movement of member 31 to the position 
shown in Fig. 6. Lug 32 may be cut off below the 
perforation 30. The upper portion of the abut 
ment finger is tapered toward the rear portion 31 
to permit the finger to be rocked on its pivot 
toward the body 19, thereby removing the end 35 
from its position close to the outer end of lug 18 
and permitting the device to be hooked into and 
removed from the molding rail in the manner 
shown in Fig. 3. A spring indicated generally as 
36 is formed of a length of spring wire or the like 
by first forming a yoke bend 37 which passes 
through hole 280 in shoulder 28 of the hook fin 
ger 27, and then bending the arms 38 at 39 so that 
they straddle said shoulder, pass under pin 29 and 
exert their spring tension against the rear inner 
face of the abutment finger. The sides 32 and 
33 confine and conceal the spring arms. 
The depending leg or member 40 has a suitably 

secured spring finger or clip 41 secured thereto. 
so that a thin light weight sheet or card may be 
inserted between them. . 
. It will be understood that modifications of the 
hook members and molding rail shown may be 
made within the spirit of this invention and the 

What is claimed is: . . . . . 
1. In a device of the class described the com 

bination with a substantially horizontal Wall rail 
having an integral channel opening toward the 
rail and at the bottom of the channel, of a 
hook member for removable insertion into the 
channel at any point along said opening and 
means on said member normally precluding sepa 
ration of the hook member and rail, said means being yieldably movable to an inoperative posi 
tion under manually applied pressure. 

2. In a hook member for use, with a display rail 
having a rearwardly and downwardly opening . 
supporting channel, the hook comprising a body 
having a forwardly extending lug for entry 
through the opening in the supporting channel 
and means presenting a normally rigid abutment 
upon the outer face of said channel to preclude 
accidental separation of the hook member from 
the rail, said abutment means being movable by 
manual force thereon to an inoperative position. 

1,980,965 
3. In a hook member of the class described, a 

body, a hook finger on said body, a forwardly 
extending lug at the top of the hook for suspend 
ing the body upon a suitable rearwardly extend 
ing ledge of a supporting rail and an abutment 
member on Said body rigidly opposing movement 
of said body in a direction tending to separate 
said body from the supporting rail. 

4. In a hook member of the class described 
the combination of a hook body, a lug extend 
ing forwardly from the top of the body and an 
abutment finger presenting an end beneath and 
Substantially at right angles to the end of the 
lug, said abutment finger being depressible to 
ward the hook body to remove the end of the 
finger from its position beneath the end of the 
lug. s . . . 

5. In a display rail and hook the combination 
of a rail strip for Wall mounting, a restricted 
U-shaped channel integral with the top of said 
strip and providing a continuous entry, slot at 
the bottom of the channel along the forward face 
of the strip, a hook member comprising a body 
and a forwardly extending lug for entry through 
the slot into the channel whereby to support 
the body and yieldable abutment finger for con 
tacting the exterior lower face of the channel 
beneath the end of the lug precluding accidental 
Separation of the hook and rail and permitting 
Slidable adjustment of the hook along the rail. 

6. In a hook of the class described the com 
bination of a body having at its top a forwardly 
extending suspending lug, a yieldable abutment 
finger extending substantially vertically of the 
free end of the lug and spaced therefrom suff 
ciently to allow the bottom face of the lug and 

of the body and lug relative to such ledge. 
7. In a hook of the class described the com 

bination of a sheet metal hook body having a 
forwardly turned lug at its top, an integral hook 
member bent forwardly from one side of the body, 
said hook member having a perforated shoulder 
at the upper part of its juncture with the body, 
an abutment finger comprising a sheet metal 
body having parallel perforated sides and a rear 
portion slotted So that it may be mounted straddle 
wise of the shoulder, a pin extending through 
the perforations in the sides of said abutment 
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the top end of the finger to receive a supporting 
ledge between them, the finger resisting tilting 
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125 finger and through said: shoulder and a spring 
member extending through the hole in the shoul 
der and passing about the pin for pressing the 
finger outwardly of the hook body, the abutment 
finger having a portion. below the pin for limiting 
such outward movement. . . . . 

8. A hook member of the class described com 
prising a body, a supporting lug at the top of 
the body and an abutment finger mounted on the 
body and having a free end: normally disposed . 
beneath and in spaced relation to the end of 
the Supporting lug, the end of said finger rigidly 
resisting downward end thrust and being yield 
able toward the body. under manually applied 
pressure on said abutment finger. . . . . 

9. In a display hook the combination with a 
body having a hook and a forwardly extending 
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Suspending lug thereon and a spring metal mem 
ber Secured intermediate its ends to said body 
and providing at its top a rigid abutment and 
at its bottom a resilient finger. . . 
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