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To_all whom 4 may concern:

Be it known that I, Arravr J. WaenNEs,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Rochester, in the county of Monroe and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Lingerie
Clasps, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. ‘

The object of this invention is to provide
a new and improved form of lingerie clasp
and locking means therefor which is so con-
structed that after 1t is fastened to the rib-
bons or other wearing apparel it cannot
move from the position given to it when it
is attached, nor can it'accidentally open and
drop off after it is applied.

This and other objects of this invention
will be fully illustrated in the drawing, de-
scribed in the specification and pointed out
in the claims at the end thereof.

In the accompanying drawing:

I'igure 1 is a side elevation of the clasp
as it appears when it is opened ready to be
attached.

Figure 2 is an end elevation of the clasp
illustrated in Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a side elevation of the clasp
as 1t appears when fastened to a pair of rib-
bons to hold them together.

IFigure 4 is a horizontal sectional view of
the clasp, the section being taken on the
line 4—4* of Figure 8 and as viewed from
below in the direction indicated by the ar-
TOWwS.

Figure 5 1s a vertical sectional view of the
clasp, the section being taken on the line
5*—5* of Figure 4. .

Figure 6 is a detail sectional view of the
locking end of the clasp showing a slightly
modified form of the locking means of the
clasp.

In the several figures of the drawing like
reference numerals indicate like parts.

Lingerie clasps are used for many pur-
poses on wearing apparel among which is
the fastening together of one or more rib-
hons at a predetermined point. Tor this
reason 1t is desirable that the clasp is made
to firmly lock so that the ribbons are held
together within the clasp as well as to clamp
onto the ribbons so that the clasp cannot
slide on the ribbong from the point where
the clasp was originally attached to the rib-
bons.

In my present invention these two fea-
tures are combined by making the clamping
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element of the clasp interlock with the lock-
ing element of the clasp so that when ap-
plied the one will co-operate with the other
to securely lock the clasp as well as clamp
it in place. ‘ :

As illustrated in the figures, the clasp is
made up of a loop 1 of flat metal stock.
This loop is Jong and narrow being about
seven times as long as it is wide. The top
and bottom of this loop are parallel with
each other and are slightly curved and the
ends are sharply rounded. The loop is made
by bending a single piece of stock into the
form shown and making the free ends 2 and
5 ot the loop hock shaped so that the free
hook shaped end of the top of the loop
overlaps the free hook shaped end of the
bottem of the loop. This engagement of
he ends 2 and 3 of the loop normally holds
the clasp closed. : ‘

Mounted within the loop is the clamping
member 4. This member comprises a flat
spring having its ends 5 and .6 reduced to
form a pair of tongues thereon. These
tongues engage into the slots 7 and 8 respec-
tively provided in the loop 1, the slot 7 be-
ing provided in the hook shaped end 2 of
the bottom of the loop at the right hand end
of the clasp. Between these slots the spring

or clamping member 4 is normally suspend-

ed in a practically parallel line to the top
of the clasp, . :

When the clasp is used to hold together
two or more ribbons the loop is opened as
illustrated in Figure 1 and the ribbons in-
serted through the opened end of the clasp
and niaced on top of the clamping or spring
member 4. The clasp is then closed by
forcing the top of the loop down onto the
ribbons until the hook shaped ends 2 and 3
of the clasp engage and overlap each other

as illustrated in Figure 2. As the top of the

clasp is forced down onto the ribbons the
clamping member 4 is slightly depressed
depending in degree on the thickness of the
ribbons.  This clamps the ribbons yield-
ingly in place between the clamping mem-
ber and the top of the clasp. While the
clamping member 4 is depressed, the tonques
5 and 6 formed on the ends thereof are
forced out through the slots 7 and 8 re-
spectively.  When, therefore, the hook
chaped end 3 of the top of the loop begins to
overlap the hook shaped end 2 of the bot-
tom of the loop the tongue 5 projects into
the path of the end 3 and forms a yielding
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lug over which the end 3 must ride before
it can completely overlap the end 2.

As soon as the end 3 of the loop has moved
over the projecting end of the tongue 6 it is
allowed to spring in place in the depresswn
9 formed in the inside of the end 3. This
depression forms a pocket into which the
tongue 6 can move and engage in much the
same way as a bolt moves into locking posi-
tion. When therefore the clamping member
is depressed by the ribbons placed into the
clasp it not only operates to increase the
yleldmo force applied to the ribbons to hold
them in place in the clasp, but it also oper-
ates to lock the free ends of the clasp in ad-
dition to their overla1131g>1nor engagement and
prevent the openn g of the dasp by the dis-

‘engagement of the ends from each other un-

less it is desired to open the clagp in which
case the ends can be forced apart by hand.
A small out-turned lip 10 is formed on the
bottom of the end 3 of the clasp by means of
which the end 3 can be taken hold of and
pried away from the end 2 in order to open
the clasp.

Instead of the depression 9 a small hole

- may be substituted in‘the end 3. The tongue
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6 in this case then engages into this hole
instead of the depression to lock the over-
lapping ends of the loop together.

I claim:

1. In a clasp, the combination of a loop,
hooled shaped ends formed on one side of
said loop, said hook shaped ends being
adapted to overlap each other to close said
loop, a spring member suspended in said
loop, one end of said spring member being
adapted to pass through one of the hook
shaped ends into the other of said hook
shaped ends of said loop and lock said ends
into their overlapping position.
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2. In a clasp, the combination of a loop,
overlapping ends formed on one side of said
loop, a spring member mounted within said
loop, one end of said spring member being
adapted to pass through one of the overlap-
ping ends of said loop into the other of said
overlapping ends and lock them together.

3. In a clasp, the combination of a loop,
overlapping ends formed on one end of said
loop, a spring member suspended.in said
loop, tongues formed on the. ends of said
spring member, sald tongues being adapted
to pass through an opening at each end of
said loop, one of said tongues being adapted
to lock the ovellappmo “ends of said loop
together.

1. In acla asp, the combination of a 100p,
overlapping ends formed on one end of said
loop, a spring member suspended within

said loop parallel with the tep of said loop,
the ends of said spring member having slid-
ing engagement with holes in the ends of
said loop one of said ends of said spring
member being adapted to lock the overlap-
ping ends of “said loop on the depression of
said spring member,

5 In a dasp the combination of a loop,
ovellapp'no ends formed on one end of said
leop, one of said overlapplno ends having an
opening therein the other of said ends hav-
ing a depressmﬂ formed therein in line with
the opening in the other end, a spring mem-
ber suspenﬂed within said loop one end of
said spring member being achpted to pass
through the opening in one of said overlap-
ping ends and into the depression in the
other of said overlapping ends to lock said
overlapping ends together.

In testimony whereof T affix my 51g11at11re.

ARTHUR J. WAGNER.
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