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This invention relates to a clasp especially 
adapted for use in connection with Small 
chains such as key chains and the like, and 
has for its object to provide a detachable 
connection between an end of the chain and 
the clasp which may be easily manipulated 
for detachment or attachment thereto. 
Another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a clasp which shall have a flat sur 
face for reception of engraving either for 
ornamental purposes or for identification. 
Another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a clasp which may have the chain 
detachably connected at either end thereof 
with the chain more easily detached from 
one end than the other. 
Another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a clasp for a chain having an en 
larged or ball end with the ball connected to 
the clasp by an insertion in a slot therein. 
A further object of the invention is the 

provision of an attachment for a ball por 
tion of a chain at the joint end of the clasp 
in such a manner that the ball portion will 
support the joint end of the clasp and pre 

- vent crushing thereof. 
A still further object of the invention is 

the utilization of a ball attached to the joint 
end of the clasp which will shorten the flex 
ing length of the tongue thereof and stiffen 
the spring action thereof. 
With these and other objects and advan 

tageous features in view, the invention con 
sists of a novel arrangement of parts more 
fully disclosed in the detailed description 
following, in conjunction with the accompa 
inying drawings, and more particularly set 
forth in the appended claims. 

In the drawings: - 
Fig. 1 is a central sectional view of my 

clasp with a key chain and key mounted 
thereon shown connected thereto; 

Fig. 2 is a similar view of the clasp with 
the chainin fragmental portions and showing 
the readily detachable end of the chain as in 
position to move into or out of the clasp with 
the tongue flexed; 

Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view of the clasp 
with portions of the chain attached thereto; the length of movement of the ton then to stiffen its action; and the following 
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Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the clasp 
alone; 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of the blank from 
which the clasp is folded; 

Fig. 6 is a bottom plan view of a slightly 
modified form of clasp showing a loop mem 
ber connected at the joint end and showing 
the detachable end of the chain as spaced from the clasp; 

Fig. 7 is a sectional view of the clasp shown in Figure 6; 
Fig. 8 is a bottom plan view of the clasp 

shown in Figure 7 showing the same as at 
tached to an intermediate link of the chain; 

Fig. 9 is a bottom plan view showing a 
modified hook opening; 

Fig. 10 is a bottom plan view of another 
modified form of clasp showing an adapta 
tion for securing the joint end thereof to the 
intermediate bead or ball of a beaded chain; 
ture shown in Figure 10. - 
In the use of key chains and clasps there 

for, it is frequently desirable when the same 
is to be used as a gift item to provide some 
the reception of ornamentation or a name for 
identification; also, it is desirable that one 
end of the chain be easily detached from the 
clasp for the reception or detachment of a 
key therefrom, and in order to provide such a 
clasp, have folded a strip of sheet stockinto 
generally band shape providing a hook at 
One end and a tongue for closing this hook, 
and have suitably apertured the hook for the 
reception of the ball or enlarged end of a 
member attached to a chain and arranged the 
tongue So as to close or restrict the aperture 
to prevent accidental detachment therefrom, 
but yet permit by resilient movement of the 
tongue a sufficient opening of the aperture to 
permit detachment of the member; I have 
also provided means at the joint end of the 
clasp for detachment of the opposite end of 
the chain, and in some instances of variation 
have caused the part attached to support the 
joint and act as a fulcrum to determine the 
point of bending of the tongue and shorten 

gue, and 
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Fig. 11 is a side elevation with the struc. 70 

o 75 means for presenting an observed face for 
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is a detailed description of the present em 
bodiment of this invention, illustrating the 
preferred means by which these advanta 
geous results may be accomplished. 
With reference to the drawings, 15 desig: 

nates a key chain having a key 16 mounted 
thereon. At one end of the chain there is pro 

t 

vided a member 17 with an enlarged or ball 
end 18 thereon and a narrow neckportion. 19. 
adjacent thereto, while at the opposite end 
of the chain a similar member 20 is provided 
having a ballend 21 and a narrow neck 22. A 
clasp for receiving these members 17 and 20 
is illustrated generally at 23 arid is formed 
by, folding a strip of sheet stock 24 as illus 
tiated in Figure 5 to form a body portion 
25, a hook portion 26 at one end 27 and a tongue 28 extending from the folded oridint 
end 29 to close the hook and provide agen 

20 erally band-shaped construction. The hook 26 is provided with an aperture 80 generally in the shape of a keyhole slot having an en 
larged opening 31 and a more restricted open 
ing 32, while the tongue is provided with an 

25 aperture 33 comprising a narrow slot 34 ex 
tending from the end 35, thereof and extend 
ing about the bend at the jointend 29 and ter 
minating in a larger opening 36. 
The member 17 is inserted into the joint end of the clasp by its neckportion 19 enter 

ing the mouth 35 of the slot 84 and being 
moved until this neckportion is located in the larger portion of the opening 36 where it 
is allowed some freedom of movement with 

35 referénée to the clasp. The ballend 18 rests within the enlarged circular portion 37 at the 
joint end 29 of the clasp and is restricted in 
this position by means of the C 
tongue, and the ball is soloé 'ao port the tongue it the jointen venting any crushing of this end 
and also changing the point of flexing of th 
tongue by shortening its length of resilient 
ovement, thereby stiffening the "action of movement, : - - - - - - is the tongue to a desirable degree. The opposite e 

ed as to Sup 
d29, thus pre 

. . . . ied pósite. end member 20 for 'attach ment to the clasp may have its enlargement 

of the apertie 30 and then its neck moved 
"50 in the slot 32 to the position illustrated in Figures. 1 or 3, it being understood that the 

tongie 28 will be flexed dow 
trated in Figure 2, during this movement, 
after which the resiliency of the tongue will 
returnit to engage the hook 26 and sufficiently 

ardly, as illus 

close or restrict the entrance opening of the 
aperture as to prevent detachment of the end 
member 20 until the tongue is again moved inwardly against its inherent tendency to 
close the hook. . . . . . . In some cases, instéad of providing a mem ber stich as 17 for attachment to helioint 
end, the tongue may be formed as illustrated 
at 39 in Figure 6 without being split longi 

'. "bsidinally thereof, and a loop member 40 will 

Set 38 of the 't 

21, inserted throfigh the enlarged portion 31 

1,829,232 
be inserted through the band for connection 
to the chain 15, the loop member 40 will be 
inserted through the band for connection to 
the chain 15, the loop may be of any desired 
shape so as to freely swing in the joint, end; and I may restrict its movement by folding " 
inwardly the tongue as at 41, which when the 
tongue is moved to a certain extent in open 
ing, also forms a stop to further limit its 
length of flexing movement and stiffen the action thereof. The size of the wire of the " 
loop 40 may also serve in the same manner 
as the ball 18, above described, to support 

: the joint. . . . - 
The clasp shown in Figures 6 and may 

be attached iiiterimediate the 'ends of the 
chain, as it link 43 in the chain 15, in which 
case the link 41 may be inserted between the 
tongue and hook and moved to a position 
within the loop 42 of the clasp. Instill st 
other instances, where a beaded or bill chain 
44 is used, the stock of the tongue 45 as il lustrated in Figure 10, maybe bent inwardly 
as at 46 providing a recess for the reception 
of the ball 47 of the chain 44 which is held go in place by means of the dapping inwardly 
of the stock of the tongue, as illustrated at . 
'46. - 

Modification may also be had in the hook and by causing the 'slot 48 to extend to the "gs 
end 49 of the hook Figure 9 for reception of 
the neckportion of the 'attaching member 
Sugh as 20, as above described. . . . . hile I have described certain construc tion forms whichenibody the principles of too 
my invention, it is obvious that other desired changes in arrangement may be made within 
the spirit and the scope of the invention' as 
defined in the 'appended claims. 

claim: . . . . . los 1. A clasp for a chain or the like com prising a band-shaped body member aper 
tured to admit a narrowed neckportion se cured to an enlarged end, and having a re 
silient tongue to obstruct the entrance or 
exit to said aperture and movable from such 
obstruction position. 2. A clasp for a chainór the like "oom 
prising a body member formed Óf sheet 
stock and bent into a 'generally band shape 
tha hook portion; apertured to: admitia 

riarrowed neck; portion secured to an en 
larged end, and a resilient tongue to ob 
struct the entrance or exit to saids aperture 
*and movable from obstructing position. 20 

3. A clasp generally band shape; provided 
With a hook end and a joint end, a tongue 
extending from said joints end to close the 
hook, each end having slots to receive the neckportion adjacent an enlarged portion of i25 
a chain, said tongue having an inherent re 
siliency tending to engage said hook and 
close the entrance to said slots. 4. A clasp generally band'shapep 
with a hook end and a joint end 

8) 

rovided 
with a l80 
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tongue extending to close the hook, a chain 
end member extending through said clasp 
at said joint end, means to engage and re 
strict said member against movement from 

b said position at the joint end, and means 
for releasably attaching an end of the chain to said hook end. 

5. A clasp generally band shape provided 
with a hook end and a joint end with a tongue 
extending to close the hook, a chain end mem 
ber extending through said clasp at said joint 
end, means to engage and restrict said mem 
ber against movement from said position at 
the joint end, said hook end having an aper 
ture therein for receiving a narrowed neck 
portion of an enlarged end member on the 
other end of the chain. 

6. A clasp generally band shape provided 
with a hook-end and a joint end with a tongue 
extending to close the hook, a chain end mem 
ber extending through said clasp at said joint 
end, means to engage and restrict said mem 
ber against movement from said position at 
the joint end, said hook end having an aper 
ture therein for receiving a narrowed neck 
portion of an enlarged end member on the 
other end of the chain, said tongue resiliently 
closing the entrance to said aperture. 

7. A clasp generally band shape provided 
with a hook end and a joint end with a tongue 
extending to close the hook, a chain end 
member extending through said clasp at said 
joint end, means to engage and restrict said 
member against movement from said posi 
tion at the joint end, said hook end having 
an aperture therein with an enlarged portion 
adjacent the end of the hook and a restricted 
portion extending therefrom for receiving 
a narrowed neck portion of an enlarged end 

40 member on the other end of the chain through said enlarged portion of the aperture. 
8. A clasp generally band shape provided 

with a hook end and a joint end with a tongue 
extending to close the hook, a chain end mem 4 ber extending through said clasp at said 
joint end, means to engage and restrict said 
member against movement from said posi 
tion at the joint end, said hook end having 
an aperture therein with an enlarged portion 

50 adjacent the end of the hook and a restricted 
portion extending therefrom for receiving a 
narrowed neck portion of an enlarged end 
member on the other end of the chain through 
said enlarged portion of the aperture, said tongue resiliently closing the enlarged por 
tion of said aperture. - 

9. In combination, a chain having an en 
larged end portion with a narrower neck ad 
joining the same, and a clasp comprising a 

60 band-shaped body member apertured to ad 
mit said narrowed neck portion, and a resil 
ient tongue to close the entrance to said aper 
ture and movable from closing position. 

10. In combination, a chain having an en 
larged end portion at each end thereof with 
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a narrower neck adjoining the same, a clasp 
comprising a body member having a pair of 
apertures to admit said narrowed neck por 
tion, and a resilient tongue to close the en 
trance to said apertures and movable from closing position. 

11. In combination, a chain having an en 
larged end portion with a narrower neck ad 
joining the same, a clasp comprising a body 
member formed of sheet stock and bent into 
generally band shape with a hook portion 
apertured to admit said narrow neck, and a 
resilient tongue to close the entrance to said aperture. 

12. In combination, a chain having an en 
larged end portion with a narrower neck ad 
joining the same, a clasp comprising a body 
member formed of sheet stock and bent into 
generally band shape with a hook portion 
apertured to admit said narrow neck, and 
a resilient tongue to close the entrance to 
said aperture and itself apertured to receive 
a narrow neck portion on the opposite end 
of the chain. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

EUGENE MOREHOUSE. 
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