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This invention relates to a support for an
upright article, and ‘while the invention may
have warious applications, it particularly is
designed for holcuno a Christimas tree. — As
is well know n, Chustmac trees, both natural
and artifici ul, are used In unmenqe numbers;
and it is desirable to have.a simple and efii-
onppm‘i 101 holding the tree in-erect
t is also desirable to have & sup-
stored in a

position.
port . which can be collapsed and
small space when not in use.
Tt is an object of this invention, therefore
to provide a very simple and efficient

Christmas tree support, one comprising very:

few parts and which can be easily j slaced in
operative. position and easily colhp sed- into
a compact posltlon

At is more Qpeuhcallv an object of the in-
vention to provide such a support compris-
ing a central member having means for en-
gaging the tree trunk, a plurahty of support-

- ing members pwotaﬂy connected thereto and
o\tenchno therefrom, together with arms
conneeted respectively to said supporting’

members adapted to be held at one end there-

by and to engage the side of the tlee with.

their other end.

These and other objects and.advantages .
of the invention will be more fully set {Ol‘th',

in the following description made in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings, in

which like rveference characters refer to the

same parts- throughout the different views

-and 1in whlch ,
Fig. 1 is a view in. side elevation of the

dev1ce, showing a portion of the tree held
therein;

Fig. 2 is a pqr{ml plan view as seen from-

line 89 of Fig. 1 as indicated by the ar-

“TOWS]

Flg 3 is a vertical section taken on line
3—3 of Fig 2, as indicated by the arrows;
and

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectlon taken on line

4——4 “of Fig. 2, as indicated by the ArTows,
and shown on an enlarged scale.

Referring to the drawmos the dev1ce com-
prises a central member 5 WVhl‘e this mem-
ber may be var 1ouslv founed in the embodi-
ment of the 1n\/enaon illustrated it is shown
as made from a piece of sheet metal material

‘having circumferentially spaced and radi-

ally extendmo pairs of ears or lugs 5% Be-
tween the pairs of lugs 5* the member 5 has

5 g short downwardly cx&endlng and substan-

4o the ears 5 b“y the pivot members 7.

"The
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nl aHV cyli ndrical flange 5* thereabout.
pairs-of ears 5° project beyond the flange 5
and form the sunporis for the member 5.
Said member ‘also has a. pointed tongue 5°
struck upwe -mly from its top surface, which

-point has its cmtml axis substantially with

the central axis of said member. Pivoted
between each of the pairs of ears 52 is a sup-

The‘
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porting bar 6 of simple flat shape rectangu-.

{ar in cross section, which bars are ‘adapted
to extend outwardly and radially fromi the

cmember 5 and to have one of their longitu-
dinal edges vest on the suppor ting surface
hich rest the ears 52, the bottom
edges of shid ears and bars 7 thus being in:

1(). O W

the same plane. Adjacent their inner ends
the bars 6 are provided 'with a slot 6° having
a bottom surface 6“, said bars being pivoted
Each
of the bars 6 has an elongated slot 6% adja-

‘cent its outer end and adjacent:its top edge,

which slot has downwardly extending spaced
notches 6°in its Jower side. . An arm 8 form-

Adng a brace arm is provided for each of the

bars 6, which arms 8 are of channel shape
or- U-shape in cross section, having their
open sides directed downw‘ir(ﬂy or inwardly.
Said arms 8 have their top portions cut' away
at their lower ov outer ends to form a fork
the arms of which are connected by a piv-
oted member 9 ilustrated as a headed rivet,
Which rivet passes through the slot 6%, the

sides of said fork thus being chsposed Te-

spectively at each side of the bar 6. Pivot 9

is of a size conveniently to be 1ece1ved in

the notches 6 . The arms:8 have their inner
ends, formed on'an incline, so as to form
sharp points.

When the device is to be used to support a
tree such as tree 11 shown in Tig. 1, the bar

6 will be folded out as shown in S‘lld figure
to rest on the supporting surface shown as
10.. 'The bottom of the trunk of tree 11 will
now he set down firmly on the tongte 5 so
that said tongue is embedded in the bottom
of said trunk centrally thereof.” The trunk

thus cannot move relatively to:-the member

5. The arms 8 will now- be . inclined wup-

W ardly and the pivot members 9 will be en-

aged in one of the notches 6°. The arm 8
Wﬂl then Dbe pressed inwardly ab its inner

and upper end so that the point thereof will:

sink into the side of the trunk of the tree 11.
srm will 'then be held in-its upwardly
inclined position and its supporting bar thus

70

80

90

100

105

110



~will be held .down against the supporting
sunface.
secured, the tree will be rigidly and firmly
held in upright position and cannot move or

5 swing downwardly in any direction.
When the device is not in use and is to be
stored, the tree may be removed: by. disen-
gaging the arms 8 and lifting the trunk

from the member 5.. The arms 8 will:then .

10 be lifted slightly to disengage the members

-9 from -the slots 6° and said pivot members:

< may be moved outwardly in'the slots 6 to
the ends thereof. - Arms 8 will then fold
“downwardly on top of the bars 6, the chan-

- 15

When 21l of the .avms 8 are thus.

nel shape of the arms § enabling the same to.
fit over the bars 6.vwith the sides of .said-
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ccentral member having means for Liolding a

‘tree trunk thereon, a plurality of circumfer-

.channel al-each side of said bar as:shown

_ V¥hen each-arm 8 hag been thus

~ disposed, the bars 6 .and arms 8 may be
20 swung upwardly or-imwardly- relatively to
5.to the dotted line pesition shown

m Fig) 4.

Inember 5-to t 7
i Fig. 4. When the mmembers 6 are:thus
swvung-inwardly, the surface 64 will engage

- the edge of member 5 and form- a stop.”

25 When the members 6 are in:their inner posi-
tion, it will be seen. that the outer or bottom
-edges thereof ave substantially flush with the

outer edges of the ears 5% All-of the mem-

bers 6 ave thus disposed in a relatively small -

30 space and the device is in a very compact po-

sition, occupying very little space.  The
~point 5 is disposed between the bars.6 and
the arms
posed: inwardly adjacent member. 5, so that
5 none of:these points are.apt to catch on any

“In a-very small space until its use is again
: desired.

 Hrom the above deseription it is seen that
“applicant has provided a very simple and
wefiicient. tree holder.

- quickly made from: standard material.
device ean be:very: quickly. placed: in -oper-

45 1ative position and very easily. and quickly.

& and the points on arms 8-are.dis-.

‘object.  The device can now be stored away.
)

The device comprises-

vovery few parts.and these parts are easily .and.
The:

entially spaced supporting bars pivoted to
said member and extending radially.there-
from, an arm for each bar having a forked
end embracing and movable along its re-

-spective bar, a member connecting said arm

and bar movable in the latter, said bar hav-
ing a plurality of means holding said arm
in different fixed positions relative thereto,
cach . ofsaid arms having a pointed end
whereby: it may be engaged in the tree trunk
to hold the same in erect position, said arms
also.being adapted to be collapsed into sub-
stantially. parallel: relation to said support-
ing-bars when the device is in folded or col-

lapsed condition.

2. A treetstand having in combination, a
central member. having means for: centering
and holding a tree trunk thereon, a plurality
of circumferentially spaced supports piv-
oted at their inner ends to said member and
extending radially therefrom, said supports
having elongated slots adjacent their outer
ends, an arny for each of said supports; hav-
ing a pivot at its outer end traversing said
slot in said support, said support having

aneans for holding said pivot in difjggent
positionscin said - slot, said .arm having a
-sharpened .inner end whereby ‘all- of ‘said

arms may-be fixed in their support and have

“their sharpened ends engaged in the sides of

the trunk supported on.said eentral member.
3.4 tree stand having in combination, a

-central member of sheet raetal material hav-

1

ing a.plurality of circumferentially spaced
pairs of ears extending radially:therefrom
and having a central pointed: tongue’ struck

‘upwardly {rom its top surface, a supporting
bar pivoted between each pair of ears and

extending outwardly - therefrom, said bar

‘having an elongated slot adjacent its outer

‘end_having: downwardly .and. outwardly ex-

collapsed into compact:and inoperative posi- :

“tion. ' The device has been amply: demon-

strated in actual practice and found to- be

- very euccessful and efficient. - -
i It will, of . course, ‘be:understood: -that
“yarious changes may be made in the form,

details, proportions and arrangement-of: the

~parts, without departing from the-scope of
-applieant’s - invention, - ‘which, generally
stated; consists in a.device capable of carry-

o
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‘ing out the objects above ‘set forth,-in the

tending notches therein, a channel shaped

arm for'each of said supporting bars having

a forked:end embracing said bar and a pivot
member in said forked end traversing -said
slot ‘and ‘adapted to be received in any. one

of.isald. notehes, said channel shaped arm

having its inner end pointed and adapted to
engage:inithe trunk of a tree supported on

ssaid-:central member, said channel shaped

- novel parts and combinations of parts dis- -

closed and defined in the appended claims.
" What:is claimed- is:

©00 - 1. A tree stand haying in combination, a

arms also being open at their bottoms so as

“to swing.down and fit over the top of said
supporting-bars and said bars being adapted -

to swing upwardly and inwardly about said

:central member.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

“CHARLES EDWARD ALLAN O’LOUGHLIN,
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