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This invention relates to a cushioned seat,
particularly designed for outdoor use, as
a cushioned top for a garden seat or bench.

One object of the invention is to provide

6 a cushioned seat having a removable cushion
adapted. to be locked when In use to a seat
base to prevent possible theft thereof, and
which may be readily removed by the use
of a suitable key when it is desired to de-

10 tach it from the.seat base for storage or
other purposes.

A further object of the invention is to
provide a seat .of the character described
having a hinged back which normally folds

15 by gravity to a position to overlie and pro-
tect the seat cushion, and may be moved
back to provide a yielding back rest for the
convenience of a person occupying the seat.

A still further object of the invention is’

20 to provide a novel construction of seat base,
seat frame and cushion and coacting parts,
whereby a desirable seat of the character
set forth is produced.

The invention consists of the features of

25 construction, combination and arrangement
of parts, hereinafter fully described and
claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which :—

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of the seat base

80 and cushion, with folding back, embodying
my invention, and showing the back as ar-
ranged to overlie and' protect the cushion.

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the seat base
from which the cushion has been removed,

35 and showing approximately one-half of the
folding back in normal let-down position,
the remainder of the folding back being
broken away. ;

Fig. 8 is a view of the parts shown in Fig.

40 2 with the folding back swung to open po-
sition and showing by dotted outline the
contour and arrangement of the cushion
when applied to the seat base, ’

Fig. 4 is a vertical front-to-rear section

45 through the seat base and seat cushion, as
arranged for use, and. with the seat back
removed. ‘

Tig. 5 is a bottom' plan view of the seat
frame, partially broken away to show a

50 feature of construction.
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Fig. 6 is a vertical section through a por-
tion of the seat base and showing in full
and dotted lines positions of the seat back.

In carrying my invention into practice, I

provide a cushioned seat structure compris-
ing a sheet metal seat base or holder 1-in the
form of a pan-like rectangular or oblong
rectangular receptacle, consisting of a bot-
tom wall 2, front and rear walls 3 and 4 and
end walls 5. This base or holder is pref-
erably of greater depth at its forward por-
tion than at its rear portion, in order to. ac-
commodate a seat cushion of a certain con-
tour or pitch, but this is not wholly essen-
tial. The rim edges of the walls 3, 4, and
5 of this base or holder are preferably rolled
to form a bead 6 enclosing a reinforcing
wire 7, whereby such edges of the holder
are strengthened and reinforced and expo-
sure of any raw edges liable to injure the
person or clothes of a seat occupant pre-
vented. For the purpose of lightening the
weight of the sheet metal base, a portion of
the bottom 2 of the base may be cut out, as
indicated at 8.
- The holder as thus constructed may be
mounted upon or fastened to a stationary
seat frame or bench in any suitable manner,
so as to provide a receptacle for 2 seat cush-
ion designed to seat one or more persons.
The holder base may, for example, be se-
cured to any suitable type of foundation
frame, bench or the like, to provide a seat
structure having means for receiving a cush-
io;}l which may be applied and removed at
will. '

The cushion comprises an open rectangu-
lar or oblong rectangular frame 9, of wood
or other suitable material, to the top surface
of which a cushion proper 10 is secured,
which may consist of a suitable padding ma-
terial 11 in an enclosing casing or jacket 12
having a top surface of suitable material,
preferably made of an artificial leather or
other similar material having water shed-
ding properties.

The frame 9, which comprises suitably
united front and rear bars or rails 9 and 96
and end bars or rails 9¢, is adapted to seat
within the holder base 1 with the cushion 100

55

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95



<t

20

<
951

(e}

63

2

10 projecting outwardly at the top of said
holder base, as shown. The construction of
the cushion frame and the cushion may be
such that the top surface of the cushion
slopes downwardly and rearwardly in order
to prevent the person occupying the seat
from slipping forwardly as well as to adapt
the weight of the person to be maintained in
contact with the folding back, as hereinafter
described, to adapt the latter to serve as a
yielding support for the back of the: per-
son occupying the seat. At the forward cor-
ners of the seat cushion frame are spring-
actuated latches 183 adapted to engage un-
der keepers 14 at the front corners of the
holder base 1 for securing the forward por-
tion of the seat cushion to the holder when
the seat cushion is applied. The seat cush-
ion frame is formed adjacent to its rear cor-
ners with keepers 15 adapted to engage fixed
latch pins 16 on the holder base, which pins
16 coact with the latches to hold the seat
cushion secured within the holder base.
Preferably the latches 13 are so disposed
that when the cushion is disposed within the
holder base, the latches are concealed and
are inaccessible for direct manipulation, and
can only be released by proper key actuated
means. To this end. there is applied to the
rear bar of the frame 9 a. bracket member
17 which slidably supports a latch releasing
stem, the forward end of which is coupled
by a V-shaped wire or other flexible con-
nection 19 with the two latch members 13
and the rear end of which is formed with an
eye or other suitable engaging member
whereby said stem may be engaged by an
inserted key to draw upon the stem and
connection 19 and thereby retract the latches
13 so as to permit the cushion to be removed.
In inserting the cushion, it will be under-
stood that 1t is disposed with its rear edge
downwardly within the holder base so as to
engage the keepers 15 with the pins or lugs
16, after which the cushion is swung down-
wardly and forwardly on the pins as pivotal
supports until its front portion is seated
within the holder base and the latches are
in position to snap under the keepers 14 to
effect the locking of the seat cushion within
the seat base. The eye 20 of the stem 18 is
arranged in line with an opening 21 in the
rear bar of the frame 9 which, when the
seat cushion is introduced into the seat hold-
er of base, registers with an opening 22 in
the wall 4 of the seat holder, through which
openings a key of proper: construction and
form to be engaged with the eye 20 of the
stem 18 may be inserted to effect a proper
sliding motion of said stem to retract iatches
18 . and permit the seat cushion to be re-
moved. The part 20 of the stem 18 to be en-
gaged by the key and the form and arrange-
ment of the key holes .or passages, as well
as the type and shape of the key (not shown)
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may be varied, so as to ensure safety against
the unlocking and removal of the seat cush-
ion by an unauthorized person.

Riveted to the upper surface of said bot-
tom of the seat base are angle brackets 24,
having foot portions 24a reinforcing the
same and the back wall 4 and which carry
hinge members 25 with which are pivotally

connected hinge members 26 on a folding.

seat back 27. This seat back may be made
of ply wood or other suitable material and
provided with a metallic outer protecting
ply 28. Reinforcing steel strips 29 may be
secured to the front face of the seat back and
extend into recesses 29’ in the rear faces of
the hinge members 26 and the lower or rear
ends of said strips form shoulders 30 to en-
gage stop. members 31 on the hinge members
25 to positively limit the rearward swinging

or opening movement of the seat back in-

which it is disposed in supporting position,
as shown in Fig. 8. Adjacent portions of
the back 27 are adapted for engagement
with springs 32 fastened to the wall 4 and
which yieldingly cushion the seat back in its
supporting position and act normally - to
urge said seat back forward to a folded po-
sition in ‘which the seat back rests upon and

overlies the seat cushion, as shown in Fig.

1, to keep the seat back disposed in an out
of the way position and to adapt it to cover
and protect to‘a large extent the cushion
against the action of the elements. The seat
back is adapted to be pushed upwardly and
rearwardly to expose the seat cushion for use
and to be held in its back rest position
shown in IFig. 3 against the tension of the
springs, which, as soon as the back pressure
of the occupant of the seat is removed from
the seat back, will force said seat back
downwardly to the position shown in Fig. 1.

From the foregoing description, the con-

struction and mode of operation of my im-

proved, seat with removable cushion and
folding. seat back will be readily under-
stood, and it will be seen that the invention
provides a construction of seat base which
may be mounted upon any suitable type of
underlying support, such as legs, a frame,
or a bench, to provide a receptacle for a
cushion serving as a seat for one or more
persons and that this seat is normally
Jocked against possibility of theft or dis-
placement by any other than an authorized
person or a person possessing the proper
type of releasing key. The seat construc-
tion described is one well adapted for the
use of garden or other outdoor seats, or
seats in parks or amphitheatres in which
removable cushions are provided for use,
which may be locked to the seat. bases
against possibility of theft while in use,
and which may be removed by an author-
ized person and transported to a house or
other building for storage when their use is
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not required. If the seat with cushion ap-
plied is left unoccupied or vacant for any
period of time protection to the cushion
will be afforded by the automatically fold-
ing seat back which will drop down to a
position to overlie and cover the cushion
and give the same a substantial measure of
protection. Other advantages will be evi-
dent to those versed in the art from the
foregoing description.

Having thus fully described my inven-
tion, I claim :—

1. In a cushioned seat construction, a
chambered seat base, stationary locking
means at the rear of the base, a frame
adapted to be fitted in said base and carry-
ing a seat cushion, said frame having co-
acting stationary locking means at its rear
to engage said locking means on the base,
stationary locking means at the front of
the base, latch bolts on the frame to engage
the last-named locking means on the base,
and a releasing member for simultaneously
releasing said latch bolts.

2. In a cushioned seat construction, a
chambered seat base, stationary locking
means at the rear of the base, a frame adapt-
ed to be fitted in said base and carrying a
seat cushion, said frame having coacting
stationary locking means at its rear to en-

gage said locking members on the base, sta-

tionary locking means at the front of the
base, latch bolts on the frame to engage the
last-named locking means on the base, and
a releasing member for simultaneously re-
leasing said latch bolts, the base and frame
having registering openings to admit a key
for operating said releasing member.

In testimony whereof I affix my signa-

ture.
LEVERETT T. BOWERS.



