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This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in furniture for children and more
particularly to indoor and outdoor playing ap-
paratus for children.

The primary object of the present invention is
to provide a combination play pen and sand box
that is quickly and readily converted from .one
form to the other in a convenient manner.

Another important object of the present inven-
tion is to provide a combination play pen and
sand box including a pair of. enclosure forming
members that are hinged together so as to per-
mit the same to be folded into a small article
for transporting or storing.

Yet another object of the present. invention is
to provide a pair of enclosures that are slidably
connected to each other and embodying novel
and improved means for retaining the same ex-
tended relative to each other. )

A further object of the present invention is to
provide a: combination play pen and sand box
comprising a plurality of complemental sections
and novel and improved means detachably join-
ing the sections.

Other objects and advantages reside in the de-
tails of ‘construction and operation as more fully
hereinafter described and claimed, reference
being had to the.accompanying drawings form-
ing part héreof, wherein like numerals refer to
like parts throughout, and in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the present in-
vention assembled for use as a play pen;

Figure 2 is a.vertical sectional view of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a.perspective wview showing the
present invention collapsed for carrying or stor-
ing;

Figure 4 is a fragmentary perspective view
showing the manner in which the upper and
lower enclosures are slidably connected;

Figure 5 is a fragmentary perspective view
showing one of the locking members or keys used
in conjunction with the present invention, and
a finger grip (in dotted lines) that is associated
with the key;

Figure 6 is a fragmentary group perspective
view illustrating the sections forming the upper
enclosure;

Figure 7 is a fragmentary top plan view show-
ing the manner in which the sections forming
the upper enclosure are secured to each other,
the key being shown in section; and

Figure 8 is a perspective view of one of the
locking bars or latches that is used in conjunc-
tion with the present invention.

Referring now to the drawings in detail, where-
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in for the purpose of illustration, there is dis-
closed a preferred embodiment of the present in-
vention, the numeral (0 represents the lower en-
closure of the present invention generally, that
is preferably circular in configuration and which
includes a pair of sections 12 and {4 having ver-
tical edges 16 that abut each other when the
same are assembled. i : N

Secured to the inner surfaces of the sections
12 and 14, by any suitable means, is a pair of
semi-circular floor ‘sections or panels 18 having
inner’ straight edges 20 that are joined by a
hinge 22 that is recessed in the lower surfaces
of the panels to reduce or eliminate the pos-
sibility of the said hinge from marring “or
seratching a surface on which the same are sup-
ported. ' : .

The upper surfaces or édges of the sections 12
and (4 are provided with key slots 24 and the

key slots at the ends ofthe sections 12 com-

municate with the key slots in ‘the section {4 so
that a pair of substantially H-shaped keys or
locking members 26, received in the key slots,
will refain the sections 12-and 14 detachably
secured together. ‘

Finger gripping plates 28 are fixed tothe upper
edges of the keys 26 and are recessed in seats
30 provided in the upper edges of the sections 2
and 14 to eliminate any harmful projections.

Each of the sections 2 and 14 are provided
with an open ended channel or guide opening 32
adjacent their upper edges and these channels
slidably receive arcuate locking bars or latches
34 having a plurality of spaced openings or aper-
tures 36 for a purpose which will later be more
fully apparent.

The numeral 40 represents the upper enclosure
of the present invention generally, including a
pair of preferably semi-circular sections 42 and
44 having abutting end edges 46 that are formed
with complemental key slots 48 that receive fur-
ther locking members or keys similar to the
keys 26. The upper, flat, surfaces of the sections
42 and 44 are provided with recesses 50 adjacent
and communicating with the key slots 48 so that
the finger gripping plates 28 may be concealed
to eliminate any harmful projections.

Fixed to the lower surfaces of the sections 42
and 44, is a plurality of circumferentially spaced
downwardly extending rails or bars 52 that are
slidably received in blind bores or recesses 54
formed in the lower sections 12 and (4 and which
are also slidably received in the openings 36 in the
locking bars 34 under conditions later to be de-
scribed.
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Suitably fixed to and projecting from the lock-
ing bars 34 are levers 56 that are slidably re-
ceived in slots 58 in the sections 12 and |4
These levers project outwardly from the sections
{2 and (4 and their outer ends are turned up-
wardly to provide finger grips 60.

In practical use of the present invention as z
sand box, the rails 52 are lowered into the bores
54 and the sections 42 and 44 bear against the
upper edeges of the sections 12 and 14 and form
seats. ‘ :

10

To convert the above structure to a play pen, ~

it is merely necessary to raise the upper enclosure
until the lower ends of the rails 52 exfend above
the locking bars 34 and then slide the locking
bars so that the lower ends of the rails 52 are
supported on the locking bars between the open-
ings 36.

To collapse the present construction, the lock-
ing pins or keys 26 are removed and the flooring
sections are folded against each other as shown
in Figure 3.

Although the preferred construction of the
present inventiony is of circular configuration,
any suitable shape could be utilized by changing
the number of sections forming the two enclo-
sures and the locking bars and keys.

In view of the foregoing description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings it
is believed that a clear understanding of the con-
struetion, operation and advantages of the de-
vice will be quite apparent to those skilled in this
art. A more detailed description is accordingly
deemed unnecessary.

It is-to be understood, however, that even
though there is herein shown and described a
preferred embodiment of the invention the same
is suseeptible to certain changes fully compre-
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein
described and the scope of the appended claims.

Having described the invention, ~what is
‘claimed as new is:

--1. A combination play pen and sand box -com-
prising upper and lower enclosures, 2 plurality of
rods fixed to said upper enclosure and slidably
carried by said lower enclosure, a channel pro-
vided in said lower enclosure, a locking bar slid-
ably received in said channel and having a plu-
rality of openings slidably receiving said rods, the
lower ends of said rods adapted to bear against
said locking bar adjacent said openings when the
enclosures are extended relative to each other,
and means for operating said locking bar.

2. A combination play pen and sand box com-
prising  upper and lower enclosures, & plurality
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of rods fixed to said upper enclosure and slidably
carried by said lower enclosure, a channel pro-
vided in said lower enclosure, a locking bar slid-
ably received in said channel and having a plu-
rality of openings slidably receiving said rods,
the lower ends of said rods adapied to bear
against said locking bar adjacent said openings .
when the enclosures are extended relative to each
other, and means for operating said locking bar,
said means including a handle carried-by said
locking bar, said lower enclosure having a slot
receiving said handle.

3. A combination play pen and sand box com-

. prising upper and lower enclosures, each of said

enclosures including a pair of sections, means

"attachably securing the sections of said upper

- enclosure together, further means detachably se-
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curing the sections of said lower enclosure to-
gether, means slidably connecting the upper en-
closure to the lower enclosure, and means for
retaining the enclosures extended relative to each
other, said last mentioned means including a
latch bar slidably carried by said lower enclosure,
and a channel provided in said lower enclosure,
said latch bar being received and concealed in
said channel. - - R

4. A combination play pen and sand box com-
prising upper and lower enclosures, each of said
enclosures including a pair of sections,” means
detachably securing the sections of said upper
enclosure together; further means attachably
securing the sections of said lower enclosure to-
gether, means slidably connecting the upper
enclosure to the lower enclosure, and means for
retaining the enclosures extended relative to each
other, said last mentioned means including a
latch bar slidably carried by said lower enclosure,
wherein said first-mentioned means including a
pair of substantially H-shaped keys, the sections
of said upper enclosure having abutting edges,
and complemental key slots provided in the abut-
ting edges receiving said keys. :

i . KENNETH I. KAYE.
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