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To all whom it may concerm:

Beitknownthat I, Erasmus L. KEYEs,amtx—
zen of the United bmtes, and a resident of
Hopedale, in the county of Tazewell and State
of Illinois, have made a certain new and use-
fulInvention in Sweeping-Machines; and I de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act deseription of the same, such as will enable
others skilled in the artto which it appertains
to malke and use the invention, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, and to let-
ters of reference marked thereon, which form
a part of this specification. -

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my sweep-
ing-machine. Fig. 2 is a section on the line
22, Fig. 3.  TFig. 3 is a section on the line 3 3,
Flo 2. Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4 4,
Fw 3.

This invention has relation to sweeping-ma-
chines for streets, lawns, &c., and has for its
object the provision of a simple and efficient
machine for this purpose.

With this object in view the invention con-
sists in the novel construction and combina-
tions of parts, all as hereinafter described, and
pointed out in the appended claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
the letters A A designate the carrying-wheels,
upon which is mounted the box-form frame B,

open at the bottom at &, transverse rotary

brushes C C being mounted in the side walls
of said frame and having their bristles pro-
jecting beyond said opening. Aboveand cen-
tral of said brushesis arranged the transverse
shaft D, carrying the exhaust-fan D’ atits mid-
dle portion.

E is a guard and division plate, of a single
piece of sheet metal arched around the brushes
and bent vertically upward centrally of the
box-form frame and around the fan-shaft, a
metal casing d around the fan joining said
plate E, this plate dividing the interior of
frame B into a lower receptacle X for brushes,
fan-shaft, and fan and an upper dirt-recep-
tacle Z. At about the junction of the vertical
and arched portions of the plate E extend
downward at each side the oppositely-inclined

“bottom boards F, forming the bottom of the

dirt-receptacle Z, the fan-shaft casing  form-

(No model.)

ing a central vertical partition in said recepta-
cle, from which lead off the inclined bottoms F.

The dirt-receptacle Z has a hinged door at
front and rear at z z, such doors closing against
the inclined boards ¥ and each when opened
allowing the discharge of the contents of one-
half of the dirt-receptacle at that side of the
partition. This receptacle is also provided
with ahinged perforated cover#’, of wire-cloth
or the like, which when opened admits of ac-
cess to the fan, the casing of which hasa hinged
cover ¢ and is open rearwardly at * for exit
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of air and dirt carried therewith into its recep-

tacle.

Suitable gearing G- connects the brush-shafts
with the carrying-wheel shaft to drive the
brushes, a belt and pulleys ¢ or the like con-
necting the fan-shaft with the carrying-wheel
shaft at the opposite side of the machine.

In operation the dirt, grass, leaves, or the
like are carried up between the rotary brushes
into the fan-shaft casing, thence into the fan-
casing, and are discharged with the exhaust-
air into the dirt-receptacle, the perforated
cover z admitting of the escape of such air.
In discharging the dirt the doors z are opened,
as before stated, effecting an automatic dis-
charge.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A sweeping - machine, comprising the
box-form frame, the rotary transverse brushes
therein, the transverse fan-shaft and fanabove
and central of said brushes, the guard and par-
tition plate inclosing said brushes fan-shaft
and fan and dividing the box-form frame into
upper and lower compartments, and partially
dividing the upper dirt-compartment, front
and rear inclined bottoms for the two halves
of said dirt-compartment, and front and rear
hinged doors for the same, substantially as
spemﬁed

2. A sweeping - machine, comprising the
box-form frame, the rotary transverse brushes
therein, the transverse fan-shaft and fan above
and central of said brushes, the guard and di-
vision plate inclosing said brushes fan-shaft
and fan and dividing the box-form frame into
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upper and lower compartments, and partially

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

dividing the upper dirt-compartment, front | presence of two witnesses.

and rear inclined bottoms for the two halves of
said dirt-compartment, front and rear hinged
doors for the same, a perforated cover for the
dirt-compartment,and the hinged cover for the
fan-casing, substantially as specified.

ERASMUS L. KEYES.

‘Witnesses:
C. 8. Froyp,
C. H. JivgrLING.



